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ONE-HUNDREDTH LEGISLATURE

Legislative Document No. 1183

S. P. 372 In Senate, February 2, 1961
Referred to Committee on Election Laws. Sent down for concurrence and
ordered printed.
CHESTER T. WINSLOW, Secretary

Presented by Senator Lovell of York.

STATE OF MAINE

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD NINETEEN HUNDRED
SIXTY-ONE

AN ACT to Abolish the Straight Party Ballot in the Election Laws.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine, as follows:

Sec. 1. R. S, ¢ 5, § 5, amended. The first 6 sentences of section 3 of chapter
5 of the Revised Statutes, as amended by section 12 of chapter 204 of the public
laws of 19509, are further amended to read as follows:

‘Every general ballot or ballot intended for the use of all voters, which shall
be printed in accordance with ke prevastens ef this chapter, shall contain, in one
column, the names and residences, ward residences in city elections, of all candi-
dates of all parties whose nominations for any office specified in the ballot have
been duly made and not withdrawn is aceordance herewith, and the office for
which they have been severaily nominated, and shall contain no other names
exeept that in ense of eleetors of president and wiee prestdent of the Thnited
States, the aames of the eandidates for president and wiee president may be
added to the purty of polittenl designation. The names of candidates
nertinsted by any perty shell be grouped together upon the balot. The
names of the candidates for p1esident and vice-president shall appear first, fol-
lowed by the names of candidates for the office of United States Senator, Gov-
ernor and Representatives to Congress in that order whenever such offices are
to be filled. Abeve saeh sroup After each name and residence shall be placed
the name of the political party by which the eandidates eemprising sueh group
were candidate was placed in nomination, or the political designation as de-
scribed in the certificate of nomination, or nomination papers #sder & setare eack
sﬂee%*ﬂﬁehshﬁﬂbeﬁefless%hﬂﬁemthes-&be%&uehsqaﬁes—aﬂbe
printed the following werds i plain letterse o vote o stratght teket merk
& eress 25 of & eheek mark (1) within s square.  Below the name of each
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candidate for any office in any group there shall be left a blank space in which
the voter may write the name of any person for whom he desires to vote as a
candidate for such ofﬁce; at the right of each name and at the right of the blank
space abeove previded for, there shall be left blank square in which the voter
may mark a cross (X) or a check mark (V/); under the name of the office to
be voted for, when there is more than one ofﬁce to be filled, there shall be
printed the words “Vote for not more than 2", “Vote for not more than 3” and
so forth in accordance with the number of ofﬁces to be filled as the case may be.
H onls ¥ persen be nominated by any party, o under ary petitient destpnation,
h—rs&&mew—rt—h%heef-ﬁea-ﬁe-+htehhe%e&%%éﬁe%bﬂp%ﬁeé%%e#
under the samie of suweh party or politteal desigaatieon.

Sec. 2. R. S, c. 5, § 35, amended. The first 5 sentences of section 35 of
chapter 5 of the Revised Statutes are amended to read as follows:

‘On receipt of his baliot the voter shall forthwith, and without leaving the en-
closed space, retire alone to one of the voting shelves or compartments and

shall prepare his ballot by marking in the apploprld‘re place a cross (X) or a
check mark (/) as follows: He may prace sueh mark within the squere above
the same e£ & PaFty greup of fi-elke%, 1 wrhiel ease he shall be deemed te hawve
voted for al the persens mamod in the group under suech pasty of destons-
Hon. H the voter shall destre to wote for any pessen or persens swhese fame
of mamses ars ret printed as easdidates, i suehk party group of teket, Lo
ey erase oF deaw & line throuwehk any narre oFf aemes whiek ase fﬁ-ﬁ%ed there-
i and place a eross 5) oF a eheek mark {1} in the square at the el of
the same of the eandidate of his choles i eny ether pasty preup of thelet
OF, as an eptienal metheod of votizg The voter shall may emtt the esoss X
of the ekeek mask {54} in the pariy squere and place a cross (X) or a check
mark (/) in the b'ank square at the right of the name of each candidate
he wishes to vote for. If the voter wishes to vote {or & easdidate any person
or persons whose name or names are is not on the ba'lot, he may write the name
arder $he wame of the eandidate ernsed o through whess name he has deawe
# 4#e of such person or persons in any blank space provided therefor in accord-
ance with this section. O, i the voter does rot destre +6 vote for a persen of
PLESORS WHese ARMS 6F names are printed upen the party group ef teket,
ke maw erase oF deasy o Hae threush sueh name of names wih the effeet that
the battot shall aot be eounted for such candidnte or eandidates’

Sec. 3, R. S,, ¢. 5, § 40, amended. The last sentence of section 40 of chapter
5 of the Revised Statutes is amended to read as follows:

‘No marks, other than those authorized by law, shall be placed upon the ballot
by the voters but se. No ballot, after haveing been received by the election of-
ficers, sha'l be rejected as defective because of marks, other than those author-
ized by law, having been placed upon it by the voter, unless such marks are
deemed to have been made with fradulent intent and ne baHet shal be se-
eheek mark 1 the square at the head of the party eotumn unless sueh teresu-
lasity is deemed to have been intentionat and made with & fraundulent purpese’





