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ONE-HUNDREDTH 

Legislative Document 

S. P. 372 
Referred to Committee on Election Laws. 

ordered printed. 

LEGISLATURE 

No. 1183 

In Senate, February 2, 1961 
Sent down for concurrence and 

CHESTER T. WINSLOW, Secretary 
Presented by Senator Lovell of York. 

STATE OF MAINE 

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD NINETEEN HUNDRED 
SIXTY-ONE 

AN ACT to Abolish the Straight Party Ballot in the Election Laws. 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine, as follows: 

Sec. 1. R. S., c. 5, § 5, amended. The first 6 sentences of section 5 of chapter 
5 of the Revised Statutes. as amended by section 12 of chapter 204 of the public 
laws of 1959, are further amended to read as follows: 

'Every general ballot or bal'ot intended for the use of all voters, which shall 
be printed in accordance with +fie i*&',-l,DtOn5 ~ this chapter, shall contain, in one 
column, the names and residences, ward residences in city elections, of all cancli­
dates of all parties whose nominations for any office specified in the ballot have 
been duly made and not withdrawn ifT ~oFtiiHtee +te¥e¥;'tfft, and the office for 
which they have been severa:Iy nominated, and shall contain no other names 
~ ~ itt ~5"e ",f ~€7T~ ",oj: pr-esffl.effi tim1 ~ fl~efT'" ~ tee tlRite4 
~e5, ttte fT-ttffi-e-ti ~ -Hie ~~lft{>€5 f61' flffffitieftt am!- ¥fee pt'€~*t1€fT4 fflf"T t·e 
~eti 4e -Hie 1*H'4T ~ pefi4tenJ. ~~tffltt. +±7e fr6:ffleSo ~ €ftMffi.R~ 
fTe+H-ifTa4e4 -B-y ttfTj'" ~T ~ -be t;f'etfflee. t~er 1:tflfflt ~ -bti~~. The 
names of the candidates for president and vice-p-resident shall appear first, fol­
lowed by the names of candidates for the office of United States Senator, Gov­
ernor and Representatives to Congress in that order \vhenever such offices are 
to be filled. Ae~ e:rt:* t;¥#tlt' After each name and residence shall be placed 
the name of the political party by which the €-aiffifflffi.e5 ~~ 51:f€h ~~ 
W€~ candidate was placed in nomination, or the political designation as de­
scribed in the certificate of nomination, or nomination papers ~ & ~ ~ 
sffie ~ wffl€fl. ~ -be flffl ~ ~ 2 i~ ~ 5-l:t€fl. 5~e ~n -be 
pfil'ltea. 4fl.e .fe++~~ w~~ itt flffiffi ~5-: +e "'ffl4e & 5~fl.4- ~+re4 ffifH'* 

& ~ W e-f' & dtedt ffiiH'l.t W,. ~ ~ ~. Below the name of each 
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candidate for any office in any group there shall be left a blank space in which 
the voter may write the name of any person for who:11 he desires to vote as a 
candidate for such office; at the right of each name and at the right of the blank 
space nt7f..>¥e ~FO' icled f6.F, there shall be left blank square in which the voter 
may mark a cross (X) or a check mark (V); under the name of the office to 
be voted for, when there is more than one office to be filled, there shall be 
printed the words "Vote for not more than 2", "Vote for not more than 3" and 
so forth in accordance with the numher of offices to be filled as the case may be. 
H e~.,. ~ t1e 1'1Oluinated ~ ttflj" ~r\ry", €TF ~et' fti'tJ" f'~ eesilS"ftatiol'l, 
~ fliH'\Te wf.t.fl. tfloe ~ .fe;. "",'~h he ffi. tt ettft4teete ~ -Be f'f'ffitffl t.;- ~t.f 
ttttdff the ~e e.f 5tt€±T f*H'T;- et' t*Jtiti-eft+ e::jiF,~.' 

Sec. 2. R. S., c. 5, § 35, amended. The first 5 sentences of section 35 of 
chapter 5 of the Revised Statutes are amended to read as follows: 

'On receipt of his baJ:ot the voter shall forthwith, and without leaving the en­
closed space, retire alone to one of the voting shelves or compartments and 
shall prepare bis hallot by marking in the appropriate place a cross (X) or a 
check mark ( V) as follows: He .y,.~itj" fl+eee 5i:!€f:. ~ 'T\'±~ft t+te ~-iM"e ~ 
{fie ttaf"H:~ e.f tt i*H''tJ' ~'f~ el' 4't€ket, ffi. .,.,,±Ti-eh €B.5e fie ~H -Be €leeffi..,...! ffl t!t'"-¥e 

~ ~ it+± 4fie fleF561'1-5 ttaffleB ift ~e ~Fettt' ttMet' -stteh f't'F-fJ" ei' tle5tt;1'1e­
+feft. ++ ffle "'ffl-tff s~Jt €l~e {,e "fe~ fe¥ fti'tJ" f1eF5eft et' j"l-eF...efi-5 wfie.,.;e ftitffle 

et' ~-s fH'e ¥:~ f'¥ffi.+etl 6-5 etl1'1tif€ltzte-s, ffi. ~ l'ttF-fJ" g-rettfl et' ti-eke4, ~e 
ffl-ftj" ~ €TF effl-W' tt ·l~ t*~~ ttflj" ftaffie €l? fti':m-e-5 ."(~~ f:o=e f*fft+etJ. theFe­
ffl ittt4 f1ltt~ fl; €Hl5-5 t*+ B-1' it ffie€l-t ffl-affi +"f+ tft #te 5~ -at tfloe ~fit e-i 
+fie Tl-r.tTie e.f +he ea~",,+c &f. fH.e -e~:~ ffi ;>,frY et~eF j"lrlTty ~€fl1' e¥ ~f.e.l..:e4, 
GT, tt-s ttft ef't-iettat ffl-e-Hl-f-).,.j. e.f "ffl4Htg The voter shall mitj" €?C't~ tfl.e €~-s-s ~ 
€TF ~ ~ ffl-affi. +""f1 ffl ffle j7f:H"-:" ti€ttt~n:' frfTfl place a cross (X) or a check 
mark (V) in the b'ank square at the right of the name of each candidate 
he wishes to vote for. If the voter wishes to vote for ft €-E\ftdt4t+e any person 
or persons whose name or names are i5 not 011 the ba'lot, he may write the name 
flTI+lff ~ ftl':,,",'te e.f ~ eaftfltd~4'e eR'-5e.t f)~ -ti-H=ettf;ft ¥,'ftfl5e ftf:Be ft.,. Me dffl-'l'\,ft 

ft tffte of such person or persons in any blank space provided therefor in accord­
ance with this section, GT, rl 4fre "feteF €leffl fleT tl@~:e ffl "fete ~ it f'fftie-ft €TF 

fl€r5efi-S "<'i~e fiR+,le et' ftflffi€5 fiR" flFHr4:e,t t1-[Jeft 4f:.e flti-F1'j" -g-re-tff' et' ~e4, 
ft.e ffiti,. -et"f:5e &" f"lffi"'(1' e, tf;o;,.. ~hre~fr -stteft futffle et' thTl'fles wftft tR-e ~4 4+HH 
8e ~4 -5h~lt± tte4- -Be eot~nted ~ 5tte ~~te €TF EftfK.tffi-atffl.' 

Sec. 3, R. S., c. 5, § 40, amended. The last sentence of section 40 of chapter 
5 of the Revised Statutes is amended to read as follows: 

'K 0 marks, other than those authorized hy law, shall be placed upon the ballot 
by the voter"t fffi4 1'1e. No ballot, after haveing been received by the election of­
ficers, sha'l be rejected as defective hecause of marks, other than those author­
ized by law, having been placed upon it by the voter, unless such marks are 
deemed to have been made with fradulent intent aM fte ~ -sfitt+± €e Fe­
~ f:-5 ~~ -beetttt-se e.f fti'tJ" ~~ 1ft ~ ~¥ffl e.f ~ €i'e'5-5 €TF-tfte 

.. lteffi fiTEH'# ffi tfloe -5-€j:ffitFe -a4 the ftea.4 ef tfie ~tj" eetttfflft tifite-5-5 -sttffi ~­
t~j" i". tleemetl ffi fli+¥e -B-eefi ifl+e1'1-tffinttt ~ ~e wtt-ft ft fnHffittteftt flttTfle-se ' 




