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ONE-HUNDREDTH LEGISLATURE 

Legislative Document 

S. P. 307 
Referred to Committee on State Government. 

and ordered printed. 

No. 895 

In Senate, January 26, 1961 
Sent down for concurrence 

CHESTER T. VlIKSLOW, Secretary 
Presented by Senator Mayo of Sagadahoc. 

STATE OF MAINE 

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD NINETEEN HUNDRED 
SIXTY-ONE 

RESOL VE, Proposing an Amendment to the Constitution to Allow the Governor 
by Appointment to Fill Vacancies in the Legislature. 

Constitutional amendment. Resolved: Two-thirds of each hranch of the Legis­
lature concurring, that the follovving amendment to the Constitution of this State 
be proposed: 

Constitution, Article IV, Part First, Section 6, repealed. Section G of Part 
First of Article IV of the Constitution is rerealed as f ollmvs : 

'Seetisl'l e. Vaeaneies. \Vfiel1e¥Ci' -the ~"!-t e4 f!: ftl-e~€,. s!m.J.l. -Ere ¥~e:-c-tetJ. try­
~, f'esignatiBft, ef' stfief' hf.5.e, -tfi.e ¥i't€i'.fte:r ~ -be fJ..l.e4 -6:r it ~ de€-ti-t-l+t.' 

Constitution, Article IV, Part Second, Section 4, amended. Section 4 of Part 
Second of Article IV of the Constitution is amended to read as f oJows : 

'Section 4. Determination of Senators elected. The Senate shall, 011 the said 
first \iVdnesday of January, biennially, determine who are elected by a plurality 
of votes to be Senators in each county; and in case the full nUl11 ber of senators 
to be elected from each county shall not have been so elected, the members of 
the House of Representatives and such Senators, as shall have been elected, 
shall, from the highest numbers of the persons voted for. on said lists, equal to 
twice the number of senators deficient, in every county, if there be so many voted 
for, elect by joint ballot the number of senators required-t .e* ttt+ ¥itt'P:fief.e;.y itt 
-tfte £.efT&te, af'ising ~ ~, ~a~, i'effie-rn.J. k~ ,,~e £tf!-te, f7-F .j.;+<-:" 
~, sfttH..t ~ 4i:J..l.e4 ~ fHT if'l'H'l'lediate etea~ft itt 4e tm~€tH'~-!:~~ €fffioR1:~Y'. 
++te Gs fef'l'lSf' sfttH..t ~ flffl flf'selama:~tt ,,~e~ nfl'4 4eTeffi. ~~ +Roe -ttffio€­
e.f ~ eleetisl'l.' 
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Constitution, Article IV, Part Third, Section 3-A, additional. Part Third of 
Article IV of the Constitution is amended by adding a new section, to be num­
bered 3-A, to read as follows: 

'Sec. 3-A. Vacancies, how filled. Whenever the seat of a member of either 
house shall be vacated by death, resignation or otherwise, the Governor shall 
appoint a person of the same political party as the former member to serve 
until his successor has been elected and qualified.' 

Form of question and date when amendments shall be voted upon. Re­
solved: That the aldermen of cities, the selectmen of towns and the asses­
sors of the several plantations of this State are empowered and directed to notify 
the inhabitants of their respective cities, towns and plantations to meet in the 
manner prescribed by law for calling and holding biennial meetings of said in­
habitants for the election of Senators and Representatives at the next general 
or special state-wide election to give in their votes upon the amendments pro­
posed in the foregoing resolution, and the question shall be: 

"Shall the Constitution be amended as proposed by a resolution of the Leg­
islature to allow the Governor by appointment to fill vacancies in the Legis­
lature ?" 

The inhabitants of said cities, to,vns and plantations shall vote by ballot on 
said question, and shall indicate by a cross or check mark placed against the 
words "Yes" or "No" their opinion of the same. The ballots shall be received, 
sorted, counted and declared in open ward, town and plantation meetings and 
returns made to the office of the Secretary of State in the same manner as votes 
for Governor and Members of the Legislature, and the Governor and Council 
shall count the same, and if it shall appear that a majority of the inhabitants 
voting on the question are in favor of the amendmcnts, thc Governor shall forth­
with make known the {act by his proclamation, and the amendments shall there­
upon, as of the date of said proclamation, become a part of the Constitution. 

Secretary of State shall prepare ballots. Resolved: That the Secretary of 
State shall prepare and furnish to the several cities, towns and plantations hallots 
and blank returns in conformity with the fotegoing resolve. accompanied by a 
copy thereof. 




