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ONE-HUNDREDTH LEGISLATURE 

Legislative Document No. 611 

H. P. 436 House of Representatives, January 1(), 1961 
Re f erred to Committee on Transportation. Sent up for concurrence and 

ordered printed. 
HARVEY R. PEASE. Clerk 

Presented by 1\f r. Berman of Auburn. 

STATE OF MAINE 

IN TlIE YEc\R OF OUR LORD NINETEEN HUNDRED 
SIXTY-ONE 

AN ACT Relating to Weight of Certain Three-Axle Trucks. 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine, as follows: 

R. S., c. 22, § I09, amended. The 2nd paragraph of section lO9 of chapter 22 

oi the l\e\'ised Statutes, as a1l1ended by section :2 of chapter 309 of the puhlic 
l:t ws of I<)57, is further amended to read as follows: 

'Two or more axles less than 4 feet apart shall be consiciereci as one axle and 
no group of axles shall carry a load in pounds in excess of the value given in 
the following table corresponding to the distance in feet between the extreme 
axles of the group. measured 1()1lgitudinally to the nearest foot: 

Distance in feet hetween the Maximum load in pounds 
('xtrC1ll('s ()f any group of axles carried Oil any group of axles 

f to 7. inclusive .............. . 
~ ........................... . 
q ........................... . 

I () ........................... . 

II .......................... .. 

I ~ ........................... . 

IJ .. ' ........................ . 
14 ... , ....................... . 
I; ........................... . 
I () 

3 axle vehicles 4 or more axle vehicles 

32 ,000 
3:2.6lO 
33.580 

34,550 

35,5 TO 

36.470 
37.420 

38,360 
3(),300 

40 .2 30 

with adequate hrakes on 
the wheels 0 i all axles 

45,900 

46,750 

47,600 
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Distance in feet between the 
extremes of any group of axles 

iVlaxin1l1m load in pounds 
carried on any gronp of axles 

3 axle vehicles 4 or more axle vericles 
with adequate brakes on 

the wheels of all axles 

17 ............................ 41,160 48,450 
18 ............................ 42,080 49,300 
If) .............•.............. 42,990 50,150 
20 ............................ 43,900 51,000 
21 ............................ 44,800 51,850 
22 ............................ 45,700 52,700 
23 ............................ 46,590 53,550 
24 ............................ 47,470 54,400 
25 ............................ 48,350 55,525 
2() ............................ 49,220 56,roo 
27 ............................ 50,000 56,950 
2~ ............................ 50,000 57,Soo 
29 ............................ 50,000 58,650 
30 ............................ 50,000 59,520 
3 r and oyer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 50,000 60,000 

provided, ho';Yc'e'er that no vehicle shall ha ye a gross weight imparted to any 
road surface of more than 22,000 pounds on anyone axle, and no vehicle having 
2 or more axles less than 8 feet apart shall be operated, or caused to be operated, 
with more than 18,000 pounds imparted to the road surface from either axle or 
32,000 pounds from both axles; provided further, that no vehicle shall be so 
operated, or caused to be operated, when the load imparted to the road surface is 
greater than 600 pounds per inch width tire, manufacturer's rating; except fl.eW­
e¥eT that 3 axle trucks with brakes on the vvheels of all axles hauling forest 
products may be operated for a gross weight of 48,000 pounds with a distance 
between the extreme axles of not less than 18 feet, and except ~uFtheF that 3-axle 
trucks with brakes on the wheels of all axles hauling construction materials may 
he operated for a gross weight of 48,000 pounds with a distance between the 
extreme axles of not less than 16 feet and except that 3-ax1e trucks with brakes 
on the wheels of all axles hauling agricultural products, including seed, feed 
and fertilizer, may be operated for a gross weight of 48,000 pounds with a dis­
tance between the extreme axles of not less than 16 feet and except that in 
special cases, special permits for the transportation of individual shipments in 
loads of greater gross weights 111ay be granted by the State Highway Com­
mission or such appropriate commission or official as is duly authorized else­
where in this chapter. All trucks with -+ or more axles shall ha ye adequate 
brakes on the wheels of all axles.' 




