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ONE-HUNDREDTH LEGISLATURE 

Legislative Document No. 429 

S. P. 183 In Senate, January 18, 1961. 
Referred to Committee on State Government. Sent down for concurrence and 

ordered printed. 
CHESTER T. WINSLOW, Secretary 

Presented by Senator Marden of Kennebec. 

STATE OF MAINE 

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD NINETEEN HUNDRED 
SIXTY-ONE 

AN ACT Increasing Compensation of and Revising Fee Schedules of Court 
Reporters. 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine, as follows: 

Sec. 1. R. S., c. 113, § 188, amended. The first paragraph of section 188 of 
chapter 113 of the Revised Statutes, as last amended by chapter 368 of the pub
lic laws of 1959, is further amended to read as follows: 

'The Chief Justice of the Supreme Judicial Court may appoint not more than 
I I Official Court Reporters to serve for a term of 7 years. who shall report 
the proceedings in the Supreme Judicial Court ane! in the Superior Court and 
who shall be officials of the court to which they may from time to time be as
signee! by the Chief Justice, and be sworn to the faithful discharge of their 
duties, and each of whom shall receive from the State a salary of $7,-see $8,500 
per year. They shall take full notes of all oral testimony and other proceedings 
in the trial of ~, efT-her e-F ~, 6f' iTT €~;' civil actions including the 
charge of the justice in all trials before a jury and all comments and rulings of 
said justice in the presence of the jury during the progress of the trial, as well 
as all statements and arguments of counsel addressed to the court, and dnring 
the trial furnish for the use of the court or either of the parties a transcript of 
so much of their notes as the presiding justice may direct. They shall fH~ 
furnish a transcript of so much of the evidence and other proceedings taken by 
them as either party to the trial requires. on payment therefor by such party 
at the rate of ~ 26c for every 100 words. One of said Official Court Reporters 
designated for the purpose shall perform stich clerical services as may be re
quired of him by the Chief Justice \vho may a]1ow him reasonable compensation 
for such clerical services for \vhich he shall be reimbursed.' 
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Sec. 2. R. S., c. 148, § 31, amended. Section 31 of chapter 148 of the Revised 
Statutes is amended to read as follows: 

'Sec. 31. Copy of proceedings in murder cases filed with clerk of court and 
in office of Secretary of State; expenses. vVhenever any person is convicted of 
murder, a copy of the indictment, plea, evidence and charge of the presic1ing 
justice, certified by the Official Court Reporter, shall be filed with the clerk of 
the court where such trial is held, and the expense thereof shall be paid by the 
county. ++ ~ ~10 ,I4~-ei:' ffi 1*,44 trn ttnflttd- ~~, ~ ~ffi~ itffl ft~ 
ef ~ €€If1J'" 5fmtt tte ""'~10 eMfit e~ft,*,c-t~, ffi-H-e¥":'fffi-e oi,f,-e ~-eft5'e 
-Htef'€e+ -s.J.i.B:tt tte ~4 -H:y" 4e ~lfl.ry--;. .effi t±9:;'" 5€€4,f6ft .,frn.I.l. ~ ~+:r ffl €ft-S-e5 

w~e tt ff!~Tt ~ tt TTeW-~ t-S ftte4 ttTt4 ~~, tt5 ffl -Hte ffl*ft€'e ttTt4 
e~ tTt ttftJ" ~ ffltt ~e~. A copy of the indictment, p:ea, evidence and 
charge of the presiding justice, certified by the Official Court Reporter, shall 
ftt-se be filed in the office of the Secretary of State, so that it may he used in any 
pardon hearing before the Governor and Council, and the expense thereof shall 
be paid by the State. The State shall pay the expense of having the evidence 
and charge transcribed by the Official Court Reporter in any murder cases here
tofore tried, where a pardon is sought by one serving a life sentence in the State 
Prison who is unable to pay therefor, if he or she claims to be innocent of the 
crime, the transcript to he filed in the office of the Secretary of State for use as 
fto6~ provided.' 

Sec. 3. R. S., c. 153, § 10, amended. Section 10 of chapter 153 of the Re
vised Statutes is amended to read as follows: 

'Sec. 10. Reporter; duties. The judge of any court of probate or court of 
insolvency may appoint a 51oeft~i'ttf'±9:-e¥ reporter to report the proceedings at 
any hearing or examination in his court, whenever such judge deems it neces
sary or advisable. Such ~~~ reporter shall be sworn to a faithful dis
charge of his duty and, under the direction of the judge, shall take full notes of 
all oral testimony at such hearing or examination and tt~ such other proceed
ings at such hearing or examination as the judge directs; and when required by 
the judge shall furnish for the files of the court a correct ftTt4 ~te ~~~ 
~ typewritten transcript of his notes of the oral testimony of any person testify
ing at such hearing or submitting to such examination, and in making said tran
script the stenoKrafl~,"-e¥ reporter sha1! transcribe his said notes in full by ques
tions and answers.' 

Sec. 4. R. S., c. 153, § 48, repealed and replaced. Section 48 of chapter I53 
of the Revised Statutes is repealed and the following enacted in place thereof: 

'Sec. 48. Compensation of reporters. Reporters appointed under this chap
ter shall be allowed $20 a day for their services in court or at an examination, 
and travel at the rate of 10C a mile. 

Transcript rates shall be in accordance with chapter II3, section 188, for 
transcript furnished for the files of the court and shall be paid by the county 
in which the court or examination is held, after the reporter's bill has been al
lowed by the judge of the court in which the services were rendered. In probate 
matters, the executor, administrator or guardian shall, in each case out of the 
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estate in his hands, pay to the register for the county the amount of said re
porter's fees, and in insolvent matters the assignee shall pay the same to the 
register for the county before any claims are paid, other than those named in 
chapter 162, section 42, subsection I.' 

Sec. 5. R. S., c. 153, § 49, amended. Section 49 of chapter 153 of the Re
vised Statutes is amended to read as follows: 

'Sec. 49. Reporters to furnish copies. Such stel'log'FB'flJ.t.e.r.s reporters shall 
~ furnish correct fH'H3, ~ IOl'lgfial'lel '* typewritten copies of their notes of 
the oral testimony taken at any hearing or examination, to any person calling 
for the same, upon payment of rye f8io ~ -tee ~ ~ tfl.e ffl1"J" hlffiisfieel 
transcript rates prescribed in chapter 113, section 188.' 

Sec. 6. Appropriation. There is appropriated to the Supreme Judicial and 
Superior Courts from the General Fund of the State the sum of $8,250 for the 
fiscal year ending June 30, 1962 and the sum of $II,OOO for the fiscal year ending 
June 30, 1963 to carry out the purposes of section I of this act, the breakdown 
of which shall be as follows: 

Department 

SUPREME JUDICIAL AND SUPERIOR COURTS 

Ac!mini stration 
Personal Services 

1961-62 

$8,250 $II,OOO 


