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ONE-HUNDREDTH LEGISLATURE

Legislative Document No. 198

H.P 135 House of Representatives, January 11, I1g6I.
Referred to Committee on Election Laws. Sent up for concurrence and or-
dered printed.
HARVEY R. PEASE, Clerk
Presented by Mr. Johnson of Smithfield.

STATE OF MAINE

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD NINETEEN HUNDRED
SIXTY-ONE

AN ACT Providing for Alphabetical Listing of Candidates on Election Ballot.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine, as follows:

Sec. 1. R. S, c. 5, § 5, amended. The first 6 sentences of section 5 of chap-
ter 5 of the Revised Statutes, as amended by section 12 of chapter 204 of the
public laws of 1959, are further amended to read as follows:

‘Every general ballot or ballot intended for the use of all voters, which shall be
printed in accordance with #he prewvistons ef this chapter, shall contain the
names and residences, ward residences in city elections, of all candidates whose
nominations for any office specified in the ballot have been duly made and not
withdrawn t# aecerdanee herewith, and the office for which they have been
severally nominated, and shall contain no other names except that in case of
electors of President and Vice-president of the United States, the names of the
candidates for President and Vice-president may be added to the party or politi-
cal designation. The names of candidates nominated by any party shad be
grouped tegether upon the ballet. The nemes of the eandidates for President
aud Mice-president shall appear frst feHewed by the names of ecandidates for
the office of United States Senator, Governor and Representattves t& Conpress
i1 that erder whenever sueh offices are to be filled. Abeve each group shald
be placed the nanre of the pelitien) party by whieh the eandidates comprising
sweh group wwere placed in nominetion, of the pelitreal desigratton as de-
seribed i the eertifiente of pomination, of nomination papers, under & square
each stde of whieh shall be not less than 2 inehes: abeve sueh square shalt
be printed the folowins weords v platn letters: To vete a stratght tieket
merk & €F098 (X5 or @ eheeck mark () within thio square. Below the name
of exch enndidate for any office tn any sroup there shall be left & blasdk spaee
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tr which the voter mey write the name of any person for whom he desires
to vote a5 & eandidate for such ofhees at the right of ench nome and ot the
right of the blank space abeve provided for, there shal be left & blank square
i whieh the voter may mark a eross 20> or & cheek mark 3/ undes for
an office shall be listed alphabetically upon the ballot below the name of the
office for which they have been severally nominated. The offices shall be ar-
ranged alphabetically on the ballot, except that the office of President and Vice-
president shall appear first, followed by the office of United States Senator,
Governor and Representatives to Congress in this order whenever such offices
are to be filled. Below the names of the last candidate listed for any office there
shall be left a blank space in which the voter may write the name of any per-
son for whom he desires to vote as a candidate for such office. At the right of
each name shall be placed a letter to indicate the name of the party or political
designation by which the candidate was placed in nomination, followed by a
blank space in which the voter may mark a cross (X) or a check mark (V).
Under the name of the office to be voted for, when there is more than one office
to be filled, there shall be printed the words “Vote for not more than 2”7, “Vote
for not more than 3 and so forth in accordance with the number of ofﬁces to
be filled as the case may be. H enlr ene person be nominnted by any party,
or under any pohtteal destgnation, 115 name with the offiee for whieh ke 15
&e%étd—&tes%bepﬁ&%eébyﬁ&e#aﬁdefthemmee%&&ehp&ﬁv%ﬁe%&f
eal destgnation.

Sec. 2. R. S, ¢. 5, § 35, amended. The first 6 sentences of section 35 of
chapter 5 of the Revised Statutes are amended to read as follows:

‘On receipt of his ballot the voters shall forthwith, and without leaving the
enclosed space, retire alone to one of the voting shelves or compartments and
shall prepare his ballot by marking in the appropriate place a cross (X) or a
check mark (V) %M%ﬁwﬁmmmm#mm
the name of & porty group or ticket, it whieh ease he shall be deemed to have
voted for all the persons named in the sroup uinder sueh party o destgnation.
I the voter shall desire +o veote for any person of persens, whese pame oF
Aames are not printed as esndidetes in sueh party group of tieket, he may
erase of driew & hne throtuph any name of nranres which are printed herewn
and plaee & eress X of a eheek mark 1) th the square ot the right of
the name of the condidate of his chotee in any other party group or ieket.
O, a5 #n optionst method of voting, the The voter may et the eress 3 o
the cheek mark (°) ti the party square and place an cross (X) or a check
mark (/) in the blank square at the right of the name of each candidate he
wishes to vote for. If the voter wishes to vote for a candidate whose name is not
on the ballot, he may write the name s#der the name of the eandidate erased
of throush whese name ke has draws a Hne in the blank spaces provided for
that purpose under each listed office. O«, i the woter does not desire to vote
for a persen of persons wheose pame of names are printed wpeon the pasty
sroup of telet, he may erase of draw & hne throush sueh name oF namres
with the effeet that the ballet shall not be eotnted for sueh eandidate of
eandidates’

Sec. 3. R. S, c. 5, § 40, amended. The last sentence of section 40 of chapter
5 of the Revised Statutes is amended to read as follows:

A,
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‘No marks, other than those authorized by law, shall be placed upon the ballot
by the voterss but me. No ballot, after having been received by the election
officers, shall be rejected as defective because of marks, other than those au-
thorized by law, having been placed upon it by the voter, unless such marks
are deemed to have been made with fraudulent intent awd mo bakot shat be
rejeeted a5 defective beeause of any trregutarity i the form of the eress ef
e eheels mark t1 the square at the head of the party column unless sueh
trregularity 15 deemed to have been intentional and made with & frandulent

s

purpose.



