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ONE-HUNDREDTH LEGISLATURE 

Legislative Document No. 198 

H. P. 135 House of Representatives, January II, 1961. 
Referred to Committee on Election Laws. Sent up for concurrence and or

dered printed. 
HARVEY R. PEASE, Clerk 

Presented by Mr. Johnson of Smithfield. 

STATE OF MAINE 

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD NINETEEN HUNDRED 
SIXTY-ONE 

AN ACT Providing for Alphabetical Listing of Candidates on Election Ballot. 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine, as follows: 

Sec. I. R. S., c. 5, § 5, amended. The first 6 sentences of section 5 of chap
ter 5 of the Revised Statutes, as amended by section 12 of chapter 204 of the 
public laws of 1959, are further amended to read as follows: 

'Every general ballot or ballot intended for the use of all voters, which shall be 
printed in accordance with tiTe ~~ e.f this chapter, shall contain the 
names and residences, ward residences in city elections, of all candidates whose 
nominations for any office specified in the ballot have been duly made and not 
withdrawn ffi aee(3felanee fl.e¥ewtHt, and the office for which they have been 
severally nominated, and shall contain no other names except that in case of 
electors of President and Vice-president of the United States, the names of the 
candidates for President and Vice-president may be added to the party or politi
cal designation. The names of candidates nominated by any party ~ fte 
gfOtifleel toge~fieF ~ tiTe~. +ft.e ~ e.f tiTe eanelielates- +eT Pfesielent 
fHT4 ¥tee flfesielel'lt ~ ~ ~ ~ffi e,. -HTe ftft+HoeS e.f en:ftdffitt.t.es +eT 
tiTe ~ e.f Ul'Iiteel ~ SeRatof, Go, efno¥ fHT4 ~SEH'Itati'o'es ffl COl'lgfess 
ffi ~ 6¥tie¥ wft~ stt4 ~ aTe ffl fte~. ~ eae!T ~ ~ 
fte ~ tiTe fMtl'I:'te e.f tiTe f30litieal ~ e,. Wfl.teft tiTe eanelielates cOffiflrising 
~ ~ were r+aee4 ffi nOffiil'latiol1, Of' ttte flolitieal 4e5i-gftatffltr ftS 4e
sCfiheel ffi tiTe eeftiReate e.f nOffiination, Of' nominatiol'l ~, ~ it ~ 
eae!T ..t4e e.f Wfl.teft 5Mtt fte iffi't .J.e.s5. tftatt 2 i~ iT~ ~ ~ ~ 
~ flfil'lteel 4-e fo11o .vittg W6f'6", ffi ~ .Jette.r~ ffi "fflte it stnigfit ti-eket 
~ it e¥e9'9 W Of' it ~ ~ f>f7 wf.tfl+tt ~~. ~ tiTe fMtl'I:'te 

e.f eftefl. ~ftote +eT ft!'I;" o#tee ffi ftftJ" ~ ~ 5fl.ftt+ t.e +eft it fH..aftlt ~ 
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ffi Wfttefl. -H=te "'ffloteoF ~ w~ -H=te ftftffi~ €lo.f ttTtj" ~~ ~ ~ fte eesifes 
~ ~ ~ it eantlicliH-e ~ e-tteft ~ ffi 4:fte ~-t- €lo.f e-affi floftflToe iHT€J. ffi 4;fte 
~ €lo.f 4;fte ~ ~ ~ PfO < icle4 ~, ~ 4ttH -be +efe it ~ ~ 
ffi wfl.i.e+t 4;fte ~ ~ ~ tt €of~ -f*t 6T it efie4 ~ *~h -I:iftcl.er for 
an office shall be listed alphabetically upon the ballot below the name of the 
office for which they have been severally nominated. The offices shall be ar
ranged alphabetically on the ballot, except that the office of President and V ice
president shall appear first, followed by the office of United States Senator, 
Governor and Representatives to Congress in this order whenever such offices 
are to be filled. Below the names of the last candidate listed for any office there 
shall be left a blank space in which the voter may write the name of any per
son for whom he desires to vote as a candidate for such office. At the right of 
each name shall be placed a letter to indicate the name of the party or political 
designation by which the candidate was placed in nomination, followed by a 
blank space in which the voter may mark a cross (X) or a check mark (V). 
Under the name of the office to be voted for, when there is more than one office 
to be filled, there shall be printed the words "Vote for not more than 2", "Vote 
for not more than 3" and so forth in accordance with the number of offices to 
be filled as the case may be. H ~ ~ "p€T5€ffl -be HOfflinated -b;- ttTtj" ~, 
6T ~ f!:flj" )'lolitieal 4ffiigHation, ~ ~ wt#t 4e e4fl:ee ~ wfl.i.e+t fte i-s 
it e~.Hcliclate ~ -be ~~ t.y. f.t5e+f ~€of 4:fte floft+¥i-e ~ e-tteft ~ 6T ~
etH clesignatiofio.' 

Sec. 2. R. S., c. 5, § 35, amended. The first 6 sentences of section 35 of 
chapter 5 of the Revised Statutes are amended to read as follows: 

'On receipt of his ballot the voters shall forthwith, and without leaving the 
enclosed space, retire alone to one of the voting shelves or compartments and 
shall prepare his ballot by marking in the appropriate place a cross eX) or a 
check mark (V) ~ fono;; s : ~ ffii'ry' -p+e:ee ~ ~ ~ 4e ~ ~ 
4;fte floftflToe €lo.f it ~ ~ 6T -ti-eltet, ffi ~ ffiSe fte ~ ~ eeeffie cl ~ fl.tt¥e 
~ ~ e:tt 4;fte )'lefSOHS ~ ffi 4;fte ~ ~ ~ ~ 6T clesigl'latioH. 
H 4;fte "'ffloteoF .... !nH+ ~ ~ ~ ~ ttTtj" ~ 6T pefSOHS, w~ floftflToe 6T 
floftffie9 Me i'le-t ~~ ~ ~~ ffi ~ ~ g~ 6T -ti-eltet, fte ~ 
~ 6T ~ it Hfte HTFotlgfi f!:flj" ~ ffl' ~5 ~ Me pfiHtecl tfiefeiH 
tH'I4 -p+e:ee it €i"O'S'5' -f*t 6T it ~ ~ W1 ffi HT~ ~ ft4: 4;fte ~ €lo.f 
4e ~ ~ 4;fte ~~ €lo.f ~ ~ ffi ftflj'" ~ ~iffi,. g-t'&l:tf' ffl' -ti-eltet. 
~, ft5 ftfio o)'ltiofioiH. fflet!'locl €lo.f ~, 4;fte The voter may ~ #ie €i"O'S'5' -f*t ffl' 
4e e.fi.eel.t ~ -hA- ffi. HT~ ~ 5~ ~ place an cross (X) or a check 
mark (V) in the blank square at the right of the name of each candidate he 
wishes to vote for. If the voter wishes to vote for a candidate whose name is not 
on the ballot, he may write the name ttTt6€of 4;fte ~ €lo.f 4;fte ~j.6~ ~5e4 
6T tfifOtlgfi ~ ~ fte fl.a.5 6t=ffi'I'fio it tffi.e in the blank spaces provided for 
that purpose under each listed office. ~,tf 4;fte "'ffloteoF ~ i'le-t e~ ~ ¥~ 
~ it ~ 6T ~efsoHs ~ ~ 6T ~ Me j'lfiHtecl t!1*ffl" 4e f'fti"tj" 
~ 6T -ti-eltet, fie ffitt;" ~ 6T ~ it Hfte -tMett~ ~ ~ 6T ~ 
w.t+h 4:fie e#eet ~ 4;fte ~ 5'fttt:i-t iffiot f7e e01:1Htecl ~ ~ ~j.6~ ffl' 

~t4±~.' 

Sec. 3. R. S., c. 5, § 40, amended. The last sentence of section 40 of chapter 
5 of the Revised Statutes is amended to read as follows: 
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'No marks, other than those authorized by law, shall be placed upon the ballot 
by the voters't t.ttT fi6. No ballot, after having been received by the election 
officers, shall be rejected as defective because of marks, other than those au
thorized by law, having been placed upon it by the voter, unless such marks 
are deemed to have been made with fraudulent intent fH'l4 fi6 ~ ~ ~ 
Fej eefed a-s flefeefi, e Bee!:ttlSe '* fttt;" iFFegtll!:tFif) ffi ffl.e fflFffl. '* ffl.e ~ @oF 

ffl.e ei=te4 ~ ffi ffl.e 5~ tHo ffl.e ft.eft4 '* ffl.e ~ esltlffifi ~ ~ 
iFFegtllaFity ts fleeffiefl ~ ~ ~ iltteRtisR!:tl ttR4 ~ wttit it fF!:tt1flt11eRt 
fl t1FflS 5 e.' 


