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ONE-HUNDREDTH LEGISLATURE 

Legislative Document No. 24 

H. P. 5 Office of the Clerk of the House 
Filed November 30, 1960 under Joint Rule 19A by Mr. Storm of Sherman. 

To be printed and delivered to the House of Representatives of the lOath Legis­
lature. 

HARVEY R. PEASE, Clerk 
Presented by Mr. Storm of Sherman. 

STATE OF MAINE 

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD NINETEEN HUNDRED 
SIXTY-ONE 

AN ACT Relieving Children and Certain Relatives of Financial Responsibility 
in Old Age Assistance, Aid to the Blind and Aid to the Disabled. 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine, as follows: 

Sec.!. R. S., c. 25, § 277, amended. Section 277 of chapter 25 of the Revised 
Statutes, as amended by section 1 of chapter 351 of the public laws of 1957, is 
further amended by repealing the last paragraph thereof, as follows: 

'~-Hte ~-efl.t+4 f'elatioHsfiij'l -B~eett fio ~ tttt4 efl.t+4 ~ bf'Olcell 
~ -Hte miHSf'ity e.f -Hte efl.t+4 tttt4 flo€; Sig-I~iftcal1t reJ..a.tisHsl'iip fl..&5. e¥ef' ~ 
¥e5-l:tffie@., ~ ~ 5fl.tH.+ fi6f -hoe CSHsidef'cd fio5 fio €fH+4 e.f ~ ~TH; fft 
~~ ~,.e ~ ~~, iHcltlsive.' 

Sec. 2. R. S., c. 25, § 281, amended. The 3rd and 4th paragraphs of section 
281 of chapter 25 of the Revised Statutes are amended to read as follows: 

'An application shall not be considered unless accompanied by aft ftffi~.J. 
a sworn statement made on the part of ea4 ~ efliM ~ the spouse of said 
applicant residing in this State and accessible, and such 5t-ateffi-ettTs statement 
shall include full information regarding ffi.6t¥ffi~ income, assets and liabilities 
j'lf'S, iaca ~ i+. If such applicant has previously applied and there fiof'-e is 011 
file with the department fti'tj'" e.f -Hte tTeee55tH7 a sworn statcfi1Cl'Iffi statement, 
then the applicant need only furnish such additional s\vorn statements as the de­
partment may require. 

If the applicant is unable to obtain the sworn statement from ~ €ffil.4 '*' the 
spouse fio5 a--B8¥e pf'oyiaca, then upon proof of his inability to do so the depart-
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ment shall determine whether such inability to do so is real and genuine, and if 
it decides that it is real and genuine, then the merits of his application shall be 
considered. Any determination made under -Hte pfovisioRS €!4 this section shall 
be subject to the right of appeal by the applicant under -Hte PfO .. isiOI-l3- 8.f sec­
tion 284.' 

Sec. 3. R. S., c. 25, § 283, sub-§ VI, repealed. Subsection VI of section 283 
of chapter 25 of the Revised Statutes is repealed, as follows: 

'¥t-. ~ flo8 elttM €M" el,ilelfetT fesi,tlffit; ffi. +fH.9 ~ iffi4 ~ ~ support 
~' 

Sec. 4. R. S., c. 25, § 287, sub-§ II, amended. Subsection II of section 287 of 
chapter 25 of the Revised Statutes, as amended by section I of chapter 64 of 
the public laws of 1957, is further amended to read as follows: 

'II. Income and assets of spouse. Aft irteli, ielunt A sworn statement made 
on the part of etrefl. ~ efl.i.l.4 fesielirt~ ffi. tffis ~ €M" the spouse of said 
recipient and such 34atelllel'l:ts statement shall include full information regard­
ing il'l:eli, ielur'+ income, assets and liabilities.' 

Sec. 5. R. S., c. 25, § 287, amended. The first sentence of the last paragraph 
of section 287 of chapter 25 of the Revised Statutes, as amended by section I of 
chapter 64 of the public laws of 1957, is further amended to read as follows: 

'If the recipient is unable to obtain the sworn statement from 5-U€fl, efl.i.l.4 €M" the 
spouse, then upon proof of his inability to do so, the department shall determine 
whether such inability to do so is real and genuine, and if it decides that it is 
real and genuine, then the merits of his case may be considered.' 

Sec. 6. R. S., c. 25, § 290, amended. The first sentence of section 290 of 
chapter 25 of the Revised Statutes is amended to read as follows: 

'The department may recover from ttftj" efl.i.l.4, eRildffft €M" the spouse of any 
beneficiary under -Hte -PfO'iisioftS- of sections 276 to 297, who is able to support 
the said beneficiary but who fails to provide such support, in an action on the 
case for the amount expended by the department for the said support.' 

Sec. 7. R. S., c. 25, § 294, amended. The first paragraph of section 294 of 
chapter 25 of the Revised Statutes is repealed and the following enacted in place 
thereof: 

'The parents of a child receiving Aid to Dependent Children and the spouse of 
a recipient of Old Age Assistance, Aid to the Blind, or Aid to the Disabled shall, 
if of sufficient ability, be responsible for partial or total support of such persons. 
In determining the ability of such relatives, his assets as well as his income shall 
be considered.' 

Sec. 8. R. S., c. 25, § 298, sub-§ III, repealed. Subsection III of section 298 
of chapter 25 of the Revised Statutes, as enacted by section 2 of chapter 351 of 
the public laws of 1957, is repealed as follows: 

'++f. Wft.e.rt -Hte -pM-eft40-ffii-lfl. f'~+o~ bet" @etT it t*H'eflT aftfl. effi+4 wtl:~ 
l:tf~ ~ -tfte l1'l:inofit:r 8.f -Hte ffltl.4 fHTEl, flo8 ~ignifieant felatiOI13:1+-p h~ 
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~.8-eefl. ~ffi, ~ ~ ~ ~ -B-e eOl~sidefffi i*Y it ffi.Htl: €If ~ 
~ ffi. seetioRs ~g -te ~, ffi.e+tl~.' 

Sec. 9. R. S., c. 25, § 299, sub-§ VII, amended. Subsection VII of section 
299 of chapter 2S of the Revised Statutes is amended to read as follows: 

'VII. Spouse. Has no spouse parents, fHltt+t- ffi.Htl: ~ ehildrel9: residing in 
this State and able to support him.' 

Sec. 10. R. S., c. 25, § 303, amended. The last 2 paragraphs of section 303 of 
chapter 2S of the Revised Statutes are amended to read as follows: 

'An application shall not be considered unless accompanied by fHT il9:di, iduft~ 
a sworn statement made on the part of the spouse parents tl:ftd. eaefl. fHltt+t- effi+d. 
of said applicant residing in this State, and such staten'lents statement shall in­
clude full information revealing inaiT, ielual income, assets and liabilities pro; ided 
~ if. If such applicant has previously applied and there ftT'e is on file with 
the department ftftj" €If -t+re neeessary a sworn ~~ statement then the 
applicant ?eed only furnish such fHlelitional sworn statements as the department 
may reqUIre. 

If the applicant is unable to obtain the sworn statement from such spouse 
~ffi5 €H" ~ ft5 ~ pro, iEte@:, then upon proof of his inability to do so 
the department shall determine whether such inability to do so is reasonable, and 
if it decides that it is reasonable, then the merits of his application may be con­
sidered. Any determination made under #te p¥oyi.;iotls ef this section shall be 
subject to the right of appeal by the applicant under ft1t 1"f'~tffll5 ef section 
30 7.' 

Sec. I I. R. S., c. 25, § 304, sub-§ II, amended. Subsection II of section 304 
of chapter 2S of the Revised Statntes is amended to read as follo\\'s: 

'II. Income and assets of spouse. Aft i~+1+lf A sworn statement made 
on the part of the spouse t)Hi'~ fttt4 €i±€ft ~li:l# ehHtJ. of said recipient resid­
ing in this State. and such ~i'l'TCftt5 statement shall include full information 
regarding ineli~~ income, assets and liabilities.' 

Sec. 12. R. S., c. 25, § 304, amended. The last paragraph of section 304 of 
chapter 2S of the Revised Statutes is amended to read as follows: 

'-PT~ffi, ~~, if If the recipient is unable to obtain the sworn statement 
from 5ttffl the spouse, f*H'€Tt4'5 er efH.l:.4 ~ rrBe¥e ~ffi then upon proof of his 
inability to do so, the department shall determine whether such inability to do so 
is reasonable and if it decides that it is reasonable, then the merits of his case 
may be considered. Any determination made under #te ~5iftR5 €If this sec­
tion shall be subject to the right of appeal by the recipient under #Ie f7¥efflffi~ 
€If section 307.' 

Sec. I3. R. S., c. 25, § 308, amended. The first sentence of section ;)08 of 
chapter 25 of the Revised Statutes is amended to read as follows: 

'The department may recover from ftftj" ~ ~ ~ ee.t~ the spouse f+T' 

pi'tffffi5 of any beneficiary under -t+re t'f'O "isions €If sections 298 to 318, ~~T"e 
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who is able to support the said beneficiary, but who fails to provide such support, 
in an action on the case for the amount expended by the department for the said 
support.' 

Sec. 14. R. S., c. 25, § 319-A, amended. The last paragraph of section 319-A 
of chapter 25 of the Revised Statutes, as enacted by sections 3 of chapter 351 0 f 
the public laws of 1957, is repealed as follows: 

'Wfi.efl. tft.e ~-ffi.H.eI. relatiol'lsfl.tt1 bet" eel'l ft ~ ftfto4 ffi.H.eI. ~ bFOlceH 
A~ -tfl.e ffli¥lortty ~ -tfl.e ffi.H.eI. ftfto4 ~ si~l'liReal'lt relatioHsfiip fl~ e¥et' ~ 
¥e~, ~ Pff5-€ffl5rl-aU ~ -b-e e~er-e4 it., ft ffi.H.eI. ~ ~ ~ ffi. see­
~ ~-A .ffi ~-::j:, ffi.e.l.tt~.' 

Sec. 15. R. S., c. 25, § 319-E, amended. The last 2 paragraphs of section 
319-E of chapter 25 of the Revised Statutes, as enacted by section 30 of chapter 
405 of the public laws of 1955, are amended to read as follows: 

'An application shall not be considered unless accompanied by afT il'l€livi€lttal 
a sworn statement made on the part of the spouse pftt'cnts i:tiT4 eae+t tt4tt+t ffi.H.eI. 
of said applicant residing in this State, and such ~~ statement shall in­
clude full information revealing ttH-ii fidttal income, assets and liabilities pro i i€le€l 
~ H. If such applicant has previously applied and there iH'e is on file with the 
department tH'ry' ~ -t+t-e neecsllary a sworn statefHel'lts statement, then the appli­
cant .need only furnish such ftd€litional sworn statements as the department may 
reqmre. 

If the applicant is unable to obtain the sworn statement from such spouse 
paFeIl:ts ffi' ~ ft9 ~ pro, ided, then upon proof of his inability to do so 
the department shall determine whether such inability to do so is reasonable, 
and if it decides that it is reasonable, then the merits of his application may be 
considered. Any determination made under -tfl.e pro', isiol'ls ~ this section shall 
be subject to the right of appeal by the applicant under -tfl.e pro, isioHS ~ section 
319-G.' 

Sec. 16. R. S., c. 25, § 319-F, sub-§ V, amended. Subsection V of section 
319-F of chapter 25 of the Revised Statutes, as enacted by section 30 of chapter 
405 of the public laws of 1955, is amended to read as follows: 

'V. Spouse. Has no spouse parel'lts, tt4tt+t ffi.H.eI. @of' efiil€lrel'l residing in this 
State and able to support him;' 

Sec. 17. R. S., c. 25, § 3I9-K, sub-§ II, amended. Subsection II of section 
319-K of chapter 25 of the Revised Statutes, as enacted by section 30 of chapter 
405 of the public laws of 1955, is amended to read as follows: 

'II. Income and assets of spouse. Aflo il'l€li i i€lttal A sworn statement made on 
the part of the spouse pareHts ftfto4 -ette-fl, tt4tt+t -eftH.4 of said recipient residing 
in this State, and such statefHel'lts statement shall include full information 
revealing in€li; i€letal income, assets and liabilities.' 

Sec. 18. R. S., c. 25, § 3I9-K, amended. The last paragraph of section 319-K 
of chapter 25 of the Revised Statutes, as enacted by section 30 of chapter 405 of 
the public laws of 1955, is amended to read as follows: 
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'PYB, ifiefi, hB Ii e, ey, tf If the recipient is unable to obtain the sworn state­
ment from such spouse flB:Yefl:ts 6t' efl.i.M a-s ~ flYB, ifiefi, then upon proof of 
his inability to do so, the department shall determine whether such inability to 
do so is reasonable and if it decides that it is reasonable, then the merits of his 
case may be considered. Any determination made under #te flYB, isiBfl:S ~ this 
section shall be subject to the right of appeal by the recipient under #te ~­
'1isiBfl:S ~ section 319-G.' 

Sec. 19. R. S., c. 25, § 319-M, amended. The first sentence of section 319-M 
of chapter 25 of the Revised Statutes, as enacted by section 30 of chapter 405 
of the public laws of 1955, is amended to read as follows: 

'The department may recover from ftfl1' ft6..tt+t efl.i.M 6t' ehilfiyen the spouse 6t' 

flB:Yents of any beneficiary under #te flYB,isiBns ~ sections 319-A to 319-T, ffi­
elMs;, e who is able to support the said beneficiary, but who fails to provide such 
support, in an action on the case for the amount expended by the department 
for the said support.' 


