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STATE OF MAINE.

.

HousE or REPRESENTATIVES,
Mareh 25, 1858. -

OrDERED, That there be printed under the direction and control of the Clerk, five
hundred copies of the Journal of this House. Each member of this House and of the
Senate shall be entitled to receive one cdpy of the same, one copy shall be distributed
to each member of the next House of Representati'ves and of the Senate on the first
day of the session-thereof; the remaining copies shall be deposited in the State library
for the use of the State.

Read and passed.

ATIEST : GEORGE W. WILCOX, Clerk.
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STATE OF MAINE.

HousE or REPRESENTATIVES,
Augusta, Wednesday, January 6th, 1858. §

This being the day assigned by the Constitution of this State for
the meeting of the Legislature, the Members elect of the House of
Representatives in attendance at the Representatives’ Hall were
called to crder by Mr. Mayo of Orono, and upon his motion Mr.
Boopy of Brunswick was appointed Chairman of the Convention.

On motion of Mr. WOODMAN of Bucksport,

Messrs. Woodman of Bucksport, Libbey of Molunkus, Field of
Danville, Deane of Portland, Morrison of Farmington, Bicknell of
Augusta, Estes of Woodstock, Buck of Oldtown, Merrill of Wil-
liamsburg, Quint of Bowdoinham, Arnold of Skowhegan, Blaisdell
of Frankfort, Pike of Eastport, Tillson of Rockland and Moore
of Limerick, were appointed to receive and examine the credentials
of the Members elect, and report whether a quorum was present.
Mr. Woodman of this Committee subsequently reported that they
had examined the credentials of Members and that a quorum of
the Members elect was in attendance.

Mr. DAVIS of Fairfield, was charged with a message to the
Governor informing him that a quorum of the Members elect of the
House of Representatives had assembled in the Representatives’ Hall
and requesting his attendance in order to administer to them the
oatlrs required by the Constitution to qualify them to enter upon
the discharge of their official duties. Having attended to the duty
agsigned him, Mr. Davis reported, that the Governor was pleased to
say that he would attend the Convention forthwith. '
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Whereupon the Governor, attended by the Council and heads of
departments and preceded by the Sheriff of the County of Kennebec
came in, and the Members elect took and subscribed the oaths
required by the Constitution to qualify them to enter upon the dis-
charge of their official duties. .

The Governor and suite then retired.

On motion of Mr. PRENTISS of Bangor, Messrs. Prentiss of
Bangor, Drummond of Winslow, Trussel of St. George, Marshall of
‘Belfast, Pike of Topsfield, Tapley of Saco, and Brackett of West-
brook, were appointed a Committee to receive, sort and count the
votes for Clerk. Having attended to that duty the Committee
through Mr. Prentiss reported that the whole number of votes thrown

was one hundred and forty-five, 145
Necessary to a choice, seventy-three, 73
George W. Wilcox had one hundred and thirteen, 113
Joseph M. Meserve had thirty-two, . 32

The report was accepted and GEorGE W. WiLcox was declared
to be duly elected Clerk of the House of Representatives for the
current political year.

On motion of Mr. FRENCH of Damariscotta,

A Committee of one was appointed to accompany the Clerk elect
to the chamber of the Governor and Council in order for him to take
the oaths required by law to enable him to enger upon the perform-
ance of the duties of his office. Mr. French was appointed said
Committee and accompanied the Clerk to the Council Chamber where
he took and subscribed the oaths of office, all of which was subse-
quently reported by Mr. French to the House.

The Clerk presided during the further organization of the House.

On motion of Mr. MOOR of Ellsworth,

Messrs. Moor of Ellsworth, Holt of Turner, Chadbourne of Stand-
ish, Hanson of Gardiner, Clark of Wells, Mayo of Orono, and
Kimball of Athens, were appointed a Committee to receive, sort
and count votes for Speaker. Having attended to that duty the
Committee reported that the whole number of votes thrown was one
hundred and forty-seven, 147
Necessary to a choice, seventy-four, 4
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Jostan H. DrumMmoxD of Waterville, had one hundred and

fourteen, 114
Benjamin F. Buxton had thirty-two. 32
William T. Johnson had one, 1

The report was accepted and Jostanx H. DRuMMOND was declared
to be duly and constitutionally elected Speaker of the House of*
Representatives for the current political year.

Mr. DRUMMOND was conducted to the chair by Mr. Buxton
of Warren, and addressed the House as follows :

Gentlemen of the House of Representatives :

You will accept my grateful thanks, for the honor incident to the
position your partiality has assigned me.

I enter upon the discharge of its duties with much distrust from my
limited knowledge of parliamentary rules and my brief experience as
a Legislator. h

While I shall endeavor to the utmost of my ability to reflect your”
will, that will will be best subserved by a steady adherence to those
rules which long usage has found to promote dispatch, prevent too
hasty legislation, and secure the rights of minorities. In my efforts.
to accomplish this, I shall rely on your forbearance and assistance,
and allow me, gentlemen, to express the confident hope, that we may
have a short, useful and harmonious session.

A message was sent to the Senate by Mr. Milliken of Camden,
and also a similar message to the Governor and Council by Mr.
Prentiss of Bangor, informing those branches of the government that
the House of Representatives had organized by the election of
Jostam II. DrumMoOND as Speaker, and GrEorGE W. WiLcox as
Clerk. These gentlemen reported to the House that théy had dis-
charged the duty assigned them.

On motion of Mr. MILLIKEN of Camden,

Messrs. Milliken of Camden, Burbank of Lewiston, Pattee of
Fort Fairfield, Ingalls of Bridgton, Parsons of Eustis plantation,
Marcyes of Eden, and Palmer of Albion, were appointed a Com-
mittee to receive, sort and count the votes for Assistant Clerk.
Having attended to that duty the Committee reported that the whole
number of votes was one hundred and thirty-four, 134
Necessary to a choice, sixty-eight, 68
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Charles A. Miller had one hundred and seventeen, 117
Elias G. Hedge had eleven, - 11
George A. White had six, 6

The report was accepted and CHARLES A. MILLER was declared
to be elected Assistant Clerk.

On motion of Mr.. FRENCH of Damariscotta,

Ordered, That B. B. Thomas be appointed Messenger, and A.
L. Norton and E. P. Parcher Assistant Messengers of this House
for the ensuing political year.

Read and passed.

A message was received from the Senate through Mr. Burpee of
‘Lincoln informing the House that the Senate had organized by the
choice of Hon. SETH ScAMMAN as President, and Josgpr B. HaL,
Esq., as Secretary.

A communication was received from the Secretary of State, in-
forming the House that on this day he had laid before the Senate
the returns of votes made to his office for Governor for the current
political year.

Order from the Senate. ‘

Ordered, That the returns of votes for Governor given in the
geveral cities, towns and plantations of this State for the current
political year, be referred to a Joint Select Committee consisting of
seven on the part of the Senate, with such as the House may join.
This order came from the Senate having been read and passed, and
Messrs. Lothrop of Somerset, Hoyt of Franklin, Berry of Waldo,
Thomas of Cumberland, Fletcher of Kennebec, Hobart of Washing-
ton, and Plaisted of Penobscot, appointed said Committee on the
part of the Senate. The order was read and passed in concurrence, |
and on motion of Mr. HOBBS of Waterford, Messrs. Hobbs of
* Waterford, Hagar of Richmond, Lane of Poland, Buxton of War-
ren, Bowen of Portland, Woodbury of Houlton, Parker of Dedham,
Porter of Lowell, Chick of Madrid, Pike of Calais, Kimball of -
Athens, Rowell of Hallowell, Conant of Appleton, Loring of Guil-
ford, and Swett of York, were joined to said Committee on the part
of the House. "
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On motion of Mr. WOODMAN of Bucksport,

Ordered, That the Clerk of the House be directed t6 cause to be
supplied to the members and officers of the House during the session
one copy each of the Legislative newspapers, published by the con-
ductors of the Kennebec Journal and of the Age.

Read and passed.

On motion of Mr. MARSHALL of Belfast,
Ordered, That the Clerk of the House be directed to invite the
- several clergymen of Augusta, Hallowell and Gardiner to officiate
as Chaplains to the House and to assign to such of them as accept
the invitations their several days of service.

Read and passed.

On motion of Mr. MORRISON of Farmington,

Ordered, That the Rules and Orders of the last House of Rep-
resentatives be adopted for the government of this House until
otherwise ordered, and the Secretary of State be directed to deliver
to the Messenger the copies reserved last year for the use of the
House. ‘

Read and passed. ‘

On motion of Mr. JOHNSON of Augusta,

Ordered, That a Committee of five be appointed to report to this
House Rules and Orders for the government of its proceedings.
Read and passed, and Messrs. Johnson of Augusta, Moore of Lim-
erick, Boody of Brunswick, Banks of Biddeford, and Davis of
Fairfield, were appointed said Committee.

On motion of Mr. GILBERT of Bath,

Ordered, That ten o’clock A. M. of each day be established as
the hour when this House will meet in session until otherwise
ordered. ‘

Read and passed.

Adjourned. :

ATTEST : GEORGE W. WILCOX, Clerk.
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THURSDAY, Janvary T, 1858.
Prayer by the Rev. Mr. WEBB of Augusta.

Mr. MOORE of Limerick, announced to the House that Mr.
Parkes of South Berwick, a Member elect of this House, was not
present yesterday and had not been qualified. By direction of the
Speaker; Mr. Moore was requested to accompany Mr. Parkes to
the Council Chamber for the purpose of his taking the oaths of
office. He subsequently reported that he had performed the duty
assigned him, that Mr. Parkes had taken and subscribed the usual
oaths.

The SPEAKER ar;nounced the Monitors of the House as fol-
lows :

First Division, Marcyes of Eden.
Second ¢ Pattee of Fort Fairfield.
Third  * Pettengill of Wayne.
Fourth ¢ Roak of Durham.

Fifth ¢ Porter of Sebago.

Sixth « Blaisdell of Frankfort.
Seventh Holt of Turner.

Eighth ¢« Pike of Eastport.

On motion of Mr. JOHNSON of Augusta,

Ordered, That the Secretary of State be requested to furnish to
the House of Representatives one copy of Webster's Dictionary
Unabridged, one copy of Greenleaf’s Map of Maine, and one copy of
the Revised Statutes, and that the Clerk be directed to have printed
on the cover of the Dictionary, in gilt letters, the words ¢ House of
Representatives. ”’

Read and passed.

On motion of Mr. HOBBS of Waterford, the House adjourned.
ATTEST: GEORGE W. WILCOX, Clerk.
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FRIDAY, JaxvuAry 8, 1858.
Prayer by the Rev. Mr. Cory of Augusta.

Order from the Senate.

Ordered, That a Committee of three on the part of the Senate,
with such as the House may join, be raised to prepare Joint Rules
and Orders for.the government of the two Houses for 1858.

This order came from the Senate having been rcad and passed,
and Messrs. Wagson of Hancock, Burbank of Cumberland, and
Hobbs of Waldo, were appointed said Committee on the part of the
Senate. The order was read and passed in concurrence, and Messrs.
Johnson of Augusta, Moore of Limerick, Boody of Brunswick, Banks
of Biddeford, and Davis of Fairfield, were joined to said Committee
on the part of the House.

On motion of Mr. BOODY of Brunswick,
The House suspended for this day the sixty-second rule of the
House.

The report of the Joint Select Committee to whom was referred
the returns of votes for Governor, was made in the Senate and came
from that branch having been read and accepted. It was read and
accepted in concurrence in the House; and is as follows:

Whole number of votes, 97,668
Necessary to a choice, 48,535
Lot M. Morrill has 54,478
Manasseh H: Smith has 42940
George F. Patten, 180
Edward Kent, 8

Joseph Patten,
Noah Smith, jr.,
George F. Talbot,
Ezekiel Holmes,
David Bronson,
Manasseh H. Smit,
Freeman H. Morse,

W = 0O D
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Thomas H. Talbot,
Joseph T. Noyes,
George Patten,
Isaac Reed,
Stephen Rich,
Edward Fox,
Eliphalet Greeley,
Mark Shepherd,
Seward Merrill,
Joshua S. Green,
Asa Coombs,
Kendrick Wade,
Noah Smith, '

A. P.-Morrill,
Abram Sanborn,
Robert Thompson,
George F. Hilliard,
Capt. Patten,
George Evans,

G. W. Patten, '
E. P. Baldwin,
Wm. P. Preble,
Neal Dow,
Scattering,

Order from the Senate.

Ordered, That a Committee of three on the part of the Senate,
with such as the House may join, be chosen to wait upon the Hon.
Lor M. MorriLL and inform him that he has been elected by the
people Governor of the State of Maine for the current political
year. This order came from the Senate having been read and
passed, and Messrs. Chapman of Lincoln, Hamlin of Penobscot, and
‘Dane of York, were appointed said Committee on the part of the
Senate. The order was passed in concurrence, and Messrs. Johnson
of Augusta, Davis of Buxton, Pike of Topsfield, Arnold of Skowhe-
gan, Buck of Oldtown, Tillson of Rockland, and Spooner of New -
Portland, were joined to said Committee on the part of the House.

The report of this Committee Was subsequently made to the House
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through its Chairman, Mr. Johnson of Augusta, who reported that
said Committee had discharged the duty assigned them, and the
Governor elect was pleased to say that he accepted the office to
which he had been elected and would meet the Legislature at such
time as it would indicate to take and subscribe the oaths of office
necessary to enable him to enter upon the performance of his duties.

On motion of Mr. BOODY of Brunswick, ,

Ordered, That a message be sent to the Senate proposing a Con-
vention of the two bodies, at ten minutes past eleven o’clock this
day, in the Hall of the House of Representatives, for the purpose
of administering the oaths of office to the Governor elect and of

receiving from him such communication as he may be pleased to
make.

Read and passed. )
Mr. Boody was charged with the message, and he' subsequently
reported that he had performed the duty assigned him.

A message was received from the Senate through its Secretary,
Josepn B. HavrL, Esq., signifying the concurrence of that body in
the proposition of the House for a Convention to qualify the Gov-
ernor elect.

At the time assigned the Senate came in and a Convention was
formed.

IN CONVENTION.

On motion of Mr. BURBANK of Cumberland,

Ordered, That a message be sent to the Governor elect informing
him that the Legislature had assembled in Convention in the Hall
of the House of Representatives for the purpose of administering to
him the oaths of office required by the Constitution and laws in
order to enable him to enter upon the discharge of his official duties,
and also to receive such communication as he might be pleased to
make. .

Mr. Burbank of Cumberland was charged with the message and
he afterwards reported that he had performed the duty assigned him
and that the Governor elect was pleased to say that he would forth-
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with be in attendance upon the Convention for the purposes indicated
in the message.

Whereupon the Governor elect, attended by the Council and
Heads of Departments, and preceded by the Sheriff of the County
of Kennebec, came in and in presence of the two IHouses of the
Legislature and before the President of the Senate, took and sub-
scribed the oaths required by the Constitution and the laws to qual-
ify him to enter upon the discharge of his official duties.

The Secretary of State then made the usual proclamation, after
which the Governor was pleased to communicate to the Convention,
by message, information upon the affairs and condition of the State,
as follows :

Gentlemen of the Senate
and of the House of Representatives :

We have assembled, in obedience to the will of the people, intrusted
with high responsibilities and duties.  Acknowledging our moral
accountability to the Supreme Ruler of the universe, and conscious
that in His hands are the destinies of nations, may we fervently hope
to be guided by His wisdom, that we may perform our duties aright,
and thereby promote the general welfare.

The state is necessarily involved in the gencral financial embar-
rassment under which the nation is suffering.  Although happily free
from any great national calamity, and blessed with all the elements of
prosperity, a general and wide spread derangement prevails, producing
a revolution in all the departments of business and enterprise through-
out the country —a revolution wlich not only prostrates the most
accredited houses and moncyed institutions, but, in its comprehensive -
sweep, has touched the springs of labor, paralyzed the activities of
ordinary pursuits, and leaving thousands of our fellow men dependent
upon their labor, without employment and the means of support, and
presenting the anomalous spectacle of want and distress in a nation
blessed with unexampled gencral prosperity, and wholly free from any
great public calamity.

With no desire to exaggerate the public distress, and with no purpose
of an extended discussion of the causes which have been productive of
the present condition of affairs, it is important that these causes should
be rightly apprehended and noted, to enable us to draw from them the
practical duties of the present and the future.
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The crisis in which the country is involved is not altogether unlooked
for or unnatural. Panics and revulsions have occurred in the eom-
mercial world, with nearly each successive generation, during the last
two hundred years. 'There have been repeated days of adversitv, and
men have not considered. The law of compensation seems not to
apply here, as elsewhere. The oft recurring disasters in commerce,
embarrassments in trade, distress in business, have not served to incul-
cate that measure of wisdom essential to a renovation of the pernicious
business systems which prevail, and necessary to prevent a recurrence
of similar periods of panic and revulsion.

A variety of causes *have undoubtedly contributed to the present
embarrassed condition in the monetary and business affairs of the
country. A general statement, embracing many of them, is that which
attributes it, in a great measure, to over action in all the departments
of business and enterprise, and extravagance of expenditure, in both
public and private affairs. The incentives to this public and private
excess are numerous and strong, general and special. -

The American mind acts perpetually under an intense sentiment of
nationality. If our example may be said to inspire the democracy of
other nations with the lofiiest ideas in respect to the mission of * the
model republic,”
inspiration. Its physical nature and position, and its advancement in
all the elements of natural power and greatness, are equally inspiring ;
its territory already embracing one-tenth of the habitable globe ; from

it is equally true that our own people share in the

thirteen feeble colonies having increased to thirty-one independent state
sovereignties, and still forming in r:apid succession ; its agriculture
rewarding the husbandman with marvellous abundance ; its commerce
having already placed it in the first rank of commercial nations; its
- railroads intersecting the country at all points, and involving the outlay
of hundreds of millions of dollars; its manufactyres and mechanic arts
having reached the point of successful competition with the oldest
nations ; these serve perpetually to stimulate the people, and to beget
in them a spirit of restless enterprise and of extreme activity.

This overpowering national impulse finds its gratification, also, in
corresponding private and social displays—in elegant mansions, costly
furniture, splendid equipage, and, divested of high aims, takes on the
more questionable character of indulgence in mere trappings ; and thus

- the habits of domestic and social life become changed from those of
simplicity to those of extravagance. Considering the general tendency
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to excess, the absence of all positive restraints or checks, the wonder
is, not that derangement and embarrassment happen to the individual
and the community, but that they do not come with greater frequency.
The nation needs the restraints of the check, not the incentives of the
spur, to its aspirations and endeavors.

To what extent the currency of the country has contributed to the
present condition of affzirs, there is every variety and shade of opinion.
The banks, practically, under our system, furnish the almost exclusive
currency for the people.

Not to discuss the merits of a system which so universally prevails,
and with which this state is connected throuéh its own banking institq-
tions, and which renders any attempt at radical change at once difficult,
if not impracticable—this much at least should be considered, whether
there are not defects in it which the public security demand should be
provided for.

One important objection to a paper currency is supposed to exist
in its liability to sudden expansions and contractions, to the prejudice of
the business of the community, and affecting the value of the property
and productions of the country, by affecting the measure of value, by
the enlargement of it to-day, and the diminution of it to-morrow. Per-
fect uniformity in any currency is unattainable, yet that which ap-
proaches nearest a specie currency is most likely to be uniform. As
- the circulation of the banks throughout the country is now small, and
the influx of specie large, the present may be regarded as a favorable
opportunity for some prospective measure designed to retain specie in
more *general circulation. This object might be obtained, and the
circulation of the precious metals among the people in ordinary business
provided for, by prohibiting the circulation of small bills. Whether
this method is not practicable, especially in concert with other states
in New England, I submit to your careful consideration.

The belief is general, that the banking system in this country is not
as perfect as it ought to be, and as the interests of the people require.
The generally conceded fact that these institutions, by their alternate
expansions and contractions, have contributed to the present finan-
cial derangement, together with their inability to meet their own prom-
ises to pay, when the crisis came on, is conclusive evidence both of
radical defect in the system, and of its injurious character. Bank
notes are a mere contrivance to effect some of the purposes of money ;
their value consists in their promises to pay a certain amount of money,
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and that the persons among whom they circulate, believe these prom-
ises will be kept. The character of the bank, like that of the merchant,
will depend upon its positive ability to perform its promises. It does
not necessarily follow that no issue ought to be made beyond the
reserve of specie retained in hand. The very purpose of the bank is
to make other descriptions of property serve, to a certain extent, the
purpose of specie. But what should be demanded of the banks, and
they should be put upon such footing as to require it, is, that while the
banker may be permitted so to manage as to have the least practicable
amount of specie lying idle, with largest practicable circulation, he
should be held, upon his peril, to keep within his capacity of turning
his effects inio specie so rapidly as to meet any possible demands from
the bills. Any system which does not absolutely require this much,
and any practice of the banks which puts it beyond their power to
perform this much, is deemed to be wholly wrong and unsafe. There
should be no contingency where this rule should be relaxed. As much
is implied in the duties of the bank to the public, and as much is
demanded by the safety of the public. A suspension of specie pay-
ments by the banks, is cither a violent implication upon the system, or
upon its management. .

The multiplicity of banks in the state is an evil, and a spirit of
rivalry among banks is promotive of evil. The legitimate purpose of
banking is to facilitate the business of the community. Banks should
be located with strict reference to actual business wants. Where such
wants are fully met by one bank another should not be created. Ex-
perience has shown that competition between small banks leads to the
encouragement of a class of paper not contemplated by the laws.

It is not understood that the temporary inability of our banks to
make specie payments, results from any want of ultimate ability to
discharge all their liabilities. Nor is there just apprehension of their
soundness and the security of the public as connected with them. On
the contrary, they have maintained their credit with commendable
promptitude during the prevalence of severest revulsion.

Your judgment is invited to the consideration of the question whether
any measures are necessary to prevent a recurrence of bank suspen-
sions, and to provide against the effects upon the country consequent
thereon.

Whatever checks or restraints you may thmk proper to throw
around the system to protect the community against injurious influ-
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ences, from that quarter, for the future, if it be true that, to a great
extent, the present prostrate condition of the business of the country,
and the apparent scarcify of money, is attributable to extravagancé of
investment and individual extravagance—investment which has made
no adequate return, and extravagance beyond the income-—then it is
obvious that the remedy the case admits of and requires, for permanent
relief, is retrenchment and economy of investment and economy of
expenditure, in all departments, public and private, individual and
personal—an economy which shall eriticise the fitness of the smallest
item of outlay, and force within the narrowest limits both public and
private disbursements. Embarrassment has pot come because the
sources of wealth are not abundant, both in the bounties of nature and
the creative art of our people, but simply because we have not accu-
mulated by frugality. .

It is not too much to add, that the economy of living, a real virtue,
is too little understood and practiced by all classes among us ; and that
we are not, in our habits and tastes, sufficiently American, but in these
defer to foreign customs, and unwisely and unpatriotically prefer the
imported fabric and production to those of American skill and labor.

The public laws having undergone a thorough consolidation under
the observation of the last legislature, and thereby superseding any
supposed necessity for general legislation at present, and the probabil-
ity of small demaﬁd for special legislation from general prostration of
business, would seem to authorize the hope that, with a determination
formed at the outset and acted upon persistently, the needful business
of the session may be transacted in less time than is usual. Over-
legislation is an evil ; frequent changes and amendments of the laws
are impolitic and unwise ; next to certainty, the stability of the laws
is of the utmost importance. It is only when so regarded that a pre-
sumptive knowledge of the laws is not an absurdity.

In the furtherance of these views, and in the practice of that state
economy which is especially due, at this time, towards the people we
represent, let us carefully refrain from all measures not clearly de-
manded, and let whatever is required be dispatched with that prompti-
tude which shall exhibit a spirit of generous devotion to the public
weal.

'With states, as with individuals, uninterrupted prosperity is not to be
expected ; yet it is believed that the retrospect of the brief history of
our state, affords most gratifying evidence of public prosperity, and
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holds out to the future cheering prospects of coming advanéement in
all the essential elements of a great commonwealth.

‘With the increase of our population and the progress of settlements,
under the encouragement of a liberal policy adopted by the legisla-
ture, manufactures have sprung up in the state, and have become a
successful and permanent branch of the business of our people.

The enterprise of our people, keeping pace with the general move-
ments which have prevailed throughout the country for improvements
in the means of intercommunication, has led to the construction of lines
of railway, which, while they afford facilities for the frequent inter-
course of our people, and serve to develop the natural resources of the
state, and stimulate to increased activity its enterprise and industry,
have put us in direct and easy communication with the most remote
parts of the country, and afford also facilities for the most extended in-
ternal and external commerce of the state by their extension into Can-
ada, and connection with the railways of that country.

Incited by the natural advantages of our extended sea coast, affording
safe and commodious harbors, our citizens have, with characteristic
energy, engaged in commerce, navigation and the fisheries. Maine
furnishes annually more of the tonnage which constitutes the splendid
fleet of the merchant marine of the nation, than any one of her sister
states—is second to one only of these states in the amount of her ton-
nage employed in the coastwise trade, and to one only in the extent of
her fisheries. While her agriculture and mechapic interests have
greatly increased, and the moral, social and intellectual condition of
the people have received corresponding attention. ‘

It is believed the natural capabilities of the state are favorable to the
highest advancement in all the elements of a prosperous common-
wealth. Its advantages for commerce, through its extended sea coast,
capacious and safe harbors, are unrivalled. Its inexhaustible water
falls, afford a cheap and constant power sufficient for all the needful
machinery of the nation, Its forests afford lucrative employment for a
numerous class of her citizens, and furnish a large item for exporta-
tion, and will continue to be an unfailing source of wealth not easily
over-estimated in its importance to the labor and enterprise of the state.

It has also vast agricultural resources. If its soil is not equal in fer-
tility to the valley of the Mississippi, it is, in great part, superior to most
of the New England states in this respect, and it is believed that the
faithful husbandman has here never failed of his due reward.

2
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Upon an intelligent review of its physical position, capabilities and
natural advantages, there is no reason for repining that it has not
blander skies and more fertile soil.

Its unrivalled advantages for commerce and navigation, manufactures
and mechanic arts, more than counterbalance any supposed disparity
in these respects. If in the future, the state loiters in the rear of her
sister states, in that grand mareh of progress and advancement, which
the npation is making to the highest achievement, physical and moral,
rest assured the fault is our own. .

A state regarded as a permanent habitation for man, and as a theatre
also for the development of his moral and intellectual powers, is not to
be determined wholly, or in chief, by the fertility of the soil. The
advantages of commerce, manufactures and the mechanic arts are of
vast importance to the general prosperity and elevation of a people.
These remarks are suggested by the apprehension of a growing dispo-
sition among our people to undervalue their privileges and advantages, .
and to abandon them for what are regarded fairer prospects elsewhere.
Not to institute' invidious .comparisons between any portions .of our
widely extended and greatly diversified country, the assertion may be-
ventured, that amid the rush and agitation of elements, harmonious and:
inharmonious, the infinite commingling of alien and native, and the:
countervailing forces under and by which American society is driven-
forward, particularly at those points where the ceaseless tide of foreign
emigration flows, nowhere can a home be found where the blessings of
health, comfort and competence, and privileges, social, moral and
intellectual, abound more than here. Above all, our people should
cherish a sentiment for “ New England homes,*” based upon an intel-
ligent appreciation of the privileges and peculiarities in which we dif-
fer, as well as the great privileges: of eitizenship: possessed in commor
with the nation. :

The importance and necessity of agriculture to a state, is univérsally
eonceded. It is, and must ever continue to be, the great leading inter-
est of our people. While manufactures, commerce and the mechanic
arts have their importance as branches of public industry, agriculture
lies at the foundation of all. Unlike those countries where the land is
held by a few proprietors, and is principally occupied in large tracts by
tenants, who cultivate it by labor, having no interest in the soil, here
the land is ewned by those who till it on their own account, in com~
paratively small farms, and who, drawing their support from sources

L]
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independent of the fluctuations of trade, and the favors of government,
constitute at once a reliable and important portion of the community.

The progress of agriculture in this state has not kept pace with the
skill and improvements displayed in other departments of industry ; a
variety of causes have contributed to the general apathy upon the sub-
ject not necessary here to notice. A more hopeful sentiment is be-
ginning to prevail. Societies under the patronage of the state, have
been formed for the promotion of general agriculture, and its bounty
has been granted to these societies, and it is believed that they are
exerting a salutary influence. A state board of agriculture has also
been organized under the act of 1856. Its existence is too brief, and
its field of operations and' observation too limited, to determine what
may be the extent of its future usefulness,

Much good may be anticipated fromi its annual investigation of sub-
jects of agriculture, horticulture and kindred subjects, and from the-
publication of the results-of these investigations for the general infor-
mation of the agriculturists' of the state. Much useful and important
information may be furnished through the report of the secretary of
the board, whose duty it is to publish a detailed report of the doings:
of the board, together with a digest of the several agricultural and
horticultural societiés, and of such statistics as he may be able to col-
lect, with such recommendations and suggestions as the interests of
agriculture may require.” This report will be laid before you.

Intimately connected with this subject having the most important
bearing upon the growth and prosperity of the state, is the settlement -
of our territory with intelligent and industrious citizens. - The Aroos-
took county, by far the most fertile of our lands, makes slow and im-
perfect progress in settlements for want of facilities for transportation
and intercommunication. If any method can be devised by which an
object so desirable can be promoted, it would be for the highest interest
of the state, at once, to embrace it. It has ever been regarded an
object of the deepest solicitude, and the legislature has from time to
time appropriated means for the construction of roads for this purpose.
These are necessarily imperfect, and compared with modern modes of
transportation, unsatisfactory. :

- I invite your careful consideration of this whole subject, in a spirit
of enlightened liberality, and cannot too urgently press it upon your
attention. " : ‘

‘The constitution declares that ‘a general diffusion of the advantages

Wi
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of education is essential to the preservation of the rights and liberties
of the people ;”* and it enjoins upon the legislature the duty of requir-
ing of the several towns and cities suitable provision for the support of
public schools, and also requires the endowment of colleges and
academies. Herein is the recognition of the maxim that a republican
government must rest on the intelligence of the people.

" Education, intellectual and moral culture for all, was ordained as the
means for the establishment and support of civil and religious liberty.
Coeval with our political forms of government, was the establishment
of a system of common schools. Sedulously provided for as the first
care of the state, watched over with paternal solicitude and sustained
by an unbounded munificence, it has come down to us. It lies at the
basis of the state’s deepest concerns, as common to allyand as the broad
foundation of all other institutions -of learning ; and while it may claim
your first attention, it should not be forgotton that the genius of our
government is equally the fostering parent of the college and the acad-
emy, into which, from the common school, those who are prompted
by an innate ambition to excel in the higher walks of education, may
go, and there qualify themselves for successful competition for the
highest prizes of the state.

. The times will not admit of reduction in the general standard of intel-
ligence among the people. We are indebted to the intelligence, high
culture and strong virtue of the original settlers, for our institutions.
To maintain the splendid superstructure of civil and religious liberty,
which has been built upon the foundations laid by those who originally
came here with motives of the highest social, political and moral char-
acter, against the sinister influences which have succeeded, as well as
the general demoralization of the nation, popular education should be
amply provided for, and a high standard of intelligence secured. Not-
withstanding the severity of the times and the necessity of the practice
of a rigid economy in public and private expenditures, I deem it worthy
your consideration whether the interests of the common schools do not
demand the establishment of a school for the qualification of teachers.
It is quite apparent, from the legislation of the past few years, that the
people of the state, in the bestowal of its bounties, have a partiality for
those schools.

If this sentiment should continue, it will be found necessary to pro-
vide for a supply of teachers, which heretofore has been sent out from
tlhe academies. For information as to the actual condition and wants
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of the system of common schools, you are referred to the report of the
superintendent, which will be laid before you.

Of the operation of the land office, a detailed statément will be found
in the report of the land agent; and*l am not aware that any new
legislation for material changes in the present system will be called
for.

Your early attention is invited to the affairs of the prison at Thom-
aston. * Its crowded condition renders some alteration or extension in
its internal arrangement necessary to accommodate the present inmates,
not to anticipate further commitments., The main prison has one hun-
dred and eight cells. There are now one hundred and thirteen inmates,a
portion of whom occupy apartments designed and required for the sick.
Some alteration of the work shops is >requ,ired also, to enable the war-
den to employ the men to advantage. To meet these necessities, an
appropriation will be required. )

The reports from the trustees and superintendent of the insane
asylum and reform school; will inform you as to their condition,
management, and necessities, They exist upon the bounties of the
state, and make constant appeals to its enlightened libetality for sup-
port. Too high an estimate cannot be placed upon our charitable and
reformatory institutions. I commend them to the especial care of the
legislature. )

The state has still unsettled claims upon the general government,
for balance of interest upon advances made on the protection of the
north eastern territory ; for expenses of commissioner to ascertain the
rights of settlers in the late disputed territory entitled to indemnity
finder the treaty of Washington, for value of land set ofl to settlers
under that treaty. You may learn the nature and extent of these claims
from the report of the agent at Washington, engaged in presenting the
same, which will be laid before you. Any special action on this sub-
ject is referred to your judgment,

The constitution of the United States contemplates an organized,
armed and disciplined militia, in the several states, to be officered
and trained by their authority, according to the discipline prescribed by
congress.

The state constitution declares that “no person of the age of eighteen,
and under the age of forty-five, excepting quakers and shakers, justices
of the supreme judicial court, ministers of the gospe!, and officers of
the militia, who have been honorably discharged, shall be exempt from



29 JOURNAL OF THE HOUSE.

the performance. of military duty, unless he shall pay an equivalent to
be fixed by law.”

The duty providing for “a well regulated militia,” is imposed upon
the state by the constitution afd laws of the United States ; recogniz:
ing this obligation, the state constitution exacts military service, or an
equivalent, of, a certain description of its citizens.

It does not seem to be contemplated that the whole class: of persons
upon whom military service is thug imposed, will, in time of peace, be
. required to perform active duty, hitmeyp be exempt therefrom by pay-
ment of an equivalent. Suchare the. habits of our people and the
position of the state, that a small fagep only seems required to be or-
ganized for active duty. The militis#hould rest upon the constitutional
basis, and not depend upon the bounty of the state.

That description of persons upon whom military service is imposed
by the constitution, would cheerfully pay such slight equivalent, to be
exempted from active duty, as the legislature should deem necessary
- to defray the expenses of such volunteer soldiery as would be required
for active™service. With this view, I reeommend that all persons con-
templated by the constitution as subjects of military service, be enrolled
in the manner now provided for by law, but subjected to no active
duty ; and that the uniform militia now authorized for active duty, be
reduced to at least three thousand men, with suitable provisions for
rations while on duty.

The frequent complaints of the system of attachment on mesne pro-
cess, and the sentiment more or less prevalent for some provision for
the equitable distribution of estates of insolvent debtors, would seem to
call for some consideration of the subject by the legislature. The
matter is submitted to your judgment.

For a statement of the financial condition of the state, you are re-
ferred to the report of the treasurer. It is not understood to be at all
flattering. An approximate estimate of expenditures and receipts for
the current year, will show the annual income of the state to be insuffi-
cient to meet its current expenditures, and will leave a deficit at the
‘end of the year of some sixty thousand dollars.

An increase of state tax upon the present valuation would not seem
.0 be desirable or equitable. How then shall the treasury be relieved ?
It may be found practicable in one of two ways, or in both, namely,
by transferring a portion of the demands upon it to other quarters, or
by reducing the expenditures. The costs of criminal prosecutiops are

b
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an annual drain upon the treasury of between thirty-five thousand and
forty thousand dollars, and it may be worthy of consideration whether
these expenses might not, with propriety and economy, be defrayed by
the several counties in which they originated, both as a present relief
.and asa permanent requirement. With a view to further relief, 1 com-
mend to your close examination the items of anticipated disbursements,
and the enforcement of a rigid economy in every department of ex-
penditure, suggesting especially that the item of legislative expense\s
may, and ought to be greatly diminished ; and herein may your session
have the special merit of being-an industrious and short one, and thus
alleviate the public burdens.

The people of the state view with deep solicitude the subject of the
traffic in intoxicating drinks. The prevalence of intemperance conse-
quent upon the nearly unrestricted traffic, is just cause for public alarm.
The sentiment is nearly universal as to the common danger from this
source, and the demand for some adequate remedy is equally universal.
The seatiment as to the best methods of relief is not equally concord-
ant, and from this want of harmony there is reason to apprehend that
the cause of temperance, which all right minded citizens desire to
promote, may suffer harm.

It is contended that in this greal reform, reliance must be placed in
efforts strictly moral, and that all legislative penalties are unwise and
injurious—that men cannot be reformed of their habits by penal enact-
ments. There may be thore or less truth in this position ; its fallacy,
however, consists in assigning to the legislature a province essentially
foreign toit. The legislature assumes to deal with the trafic, as it is
supposed to effect injuriously the well being of the state, and does not
address itself to the moral sense of the individual as to what is right er
wrong in moral conduct merely. The legislator takes cognizance of
the prevalence of atraffic which afflicts the state with crime, pauper-
ism and disorder, and according to his observation is injurious to the
public morals, health and general prosperity, and for these reasons we'
seek to suppress it.

Upon this, as upon other subjects, there may be intemperate legis-
tion, which will react against the salutary objects sought to be promo-
ted ; but upon this, as upon all other important subjects, thefe may be
found, it is to be hoped, a common prineiple or basis upon whiclt intel-
ligent and well disposed men may unite for the promotion of the
common object. -
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With the- lights of experience and a sense of the magnitude of the
evil, and with a general feeling among the people that this whole
subject is pre-eminently a moral question, the times, it is believed, are
favorable to calm deliberation and united effort, with the common pur-
pose of enacting the most efficient and expedient law possible—the
most efficient because the most expedient.

That the evil falls within the power of the legislature, and that the
exercise of its power is expedient, is sustained by the legislation of this
country from its earliest settlement. The right of this exercise of the
legislative power over the subject conceded, it only remains, as a prae-
tical question, to determine the extent of the power, and how far it is
expedient to exercise it. All will agree that it is expedient to exercise
so much conceded, or ascertained power, as may be required to ac-
complish the object. :

Happily the extent of the conservative power of the state, on this and
kindred subjects, has been clearly defined and settled by the judiciary
in this country, both federal and state.

The present chief justice of the supreme court of the United States,
in pronouncing the opinion of the court in a case invelving this right of
the state, says: * Every state may regulate its internal traffic accord-
ing to its judgment and upon its views of the interests and well being
of its citizens. If any state deems the retail and traffic in ardent’spirits
injurious to its citizens, and calculated to produce idleness, vice and
debauchery, I see nothing in the constitution of the United States to
prevent it from regulating and - restraining the traffic, and prohibiting. it
altogether, if it think proper. The acknowledged police power of the
state extends often to the destruction of property. Every thing preju-
dicial to the health and morals of the community may be removed. If
the foreign article be injurious to the health and morals of the country,
a state may, in the exercise of that great and conservative police
power, which lies at the foundation of its prosperity, prohibit the sale
of it.” ‘

The decisions of our own state court are equally comprehensive and
explicit. The late chief justice employs this language : “The state, by
its legislative enactments, acting prospectively, may determine that
articles injurious to public health and morals, shall not constitute prop-
erty within its jurisdiction. It may come to the conclusion that spirituous
liquors, when used as a beverage, are productive of a great variety of
ills and evils to the people, both in their individual and in their associate
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relations ; and the Jeast use of them for such a purpose is injurious, and
suited to produce, by a greater use, serious injury to the comfort,
morals and health ; that the- common use of them for such a purpose
operates to diminish the productiveness of labor, to injure the health, to
impose upon the people additional and unnecessary burdens, to produce
waste of time and of property, to introduce disorder and disobedience
to law, to disturb the peace, and to multiply crimes of every grade.
Such conclusion would be justified by the experience and history of
man. If a legislature should declare that no person should acquire any
property in them, for such a purpose, there would be no occasion for
complaint that it had violated any provision of the constitution.”

The same doctrine prevails in Massachusetts : *“The legislature may
declare the possession of certain articles of property, either absolutely,
or in particular places and under particular circumstances, to be unlaw-
ful, because they would be injurious, dangerous or obnoxious, and may
provide for the seizure and confiscation, or destruction thereof, by due
process of law.”

The state, then, it will be perceived, has plenary poWer over the
traffic in intoxicating drinks, and ‘“‘may regulate, restrain, or prohibit it
altogether”—“may declare that the least use of intoxicating drinks, as
a beverage, is injurious,” that “such conclusions would be justified by
the experience and history of man,” that “no person should acquire any
property in them for a beverage,” and that “it may provide for their
confiscation and destruction.”

Thus, with great perspicuity, has the judicial mind of the country,
federal and state, determined the province and the prerogatives of the
legislature, in relation to this important subject; and our own state
court has, in the language above quoted, with equal clearness indicated
a formula, within the scope of which it may be expedient to exercise the
power “‘to prohibit the traffic in ardent spirits as a beverage,” and “to
provide for the confiscation and destruction thereof by due process of
law.” '

The expediency of this exercise of power is, in my judgment, equally
clear upon principle. If it be assumed that the traffic in intoxicating
drinks for a beverage be injurious, then it necessarily follows that such
traffic cannot, with propriety, be permitted—cannot be licerséd or tol-
erated—but the enacting power must forbid it altogether. And this
rule is as imperative in legislation as in morals—prohibition is the only
intelligent action in the case of a conceded wrong.
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The annals of legislation in this country upon this subject may also
be appealed to, in proof of the correctness of this position, as a practi-
cal question. The license system has proved wholly inadequate every
where. Under it, the sale and consumption of intoxicating liquors have
greatly increased. Our type of intemperance, both as to quantity and
quality of liquors used, is severer than is known elsewhere. Experi-
ence proves how futile are all attempts to subject to authority, and
wisely control, a practice which claims to act by permission. The
utmost vigilance over licensed houses has always been in vain—all
efforts to prevent abuse of authority to no purpose.

Under the present law, the traffic in intoxicating drinks for a bever-
age, is becoming quite general in all the cities and towns. It is fraught
with ills innumerable to the state—with beggary and crime. It may
well be considered whether, for such use, it should not be declared
contraband. ;

While experience and history clearly indicate the duty of the state
to prohibit the traffic for a beverage, it is not equally clear that those
liquors have not important uses in medicine and the arts—if, indeed,
the converse be not true, and therefore it would seem their sale for
such purposes should be provided for to such extent, and under such
restrictions and regulations as the public interests and safety require.
I commend the whole subject to your especial attention.

In a popular form of government, where the efficiency of the laws
will depend upon the unanimity of the people in their support, particu-
larly in that class of enactments which intimately effect the social hab-
its of the community, it is highly important they should have the popular
sanction. With the hope, also, that some common ground may be
found upon which all well wishers to public sobriety may unite, and
thus place the question, by a decided expression of the people in their
primary assemblies, above the réach of mere partizan aims, I commend
to your consideration, whether it be not wise to submit to them, for
approval, in such manner as shall most likely elicit a general expres-
sion, ahy law you may enact upon the subject.

Such is our plan of government that each state has a deep stake in
whatever affects the general welfare. By it the several states are made
to move around the general government as a common centre, and to
receive from it their national character, while each moves within its
own sphere, and is left perfectly free to the pursuits and policy pecu-
liar to its interests ; and heqce the people of the several states must
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ever view, with deepest solicitude, the acts of the national government
bearing upon this two-fold relation. '

While it is conceded that no more general power can be exercised
than has been expressly delegated, experience proves that the most
important results depend upon the interpretation of this power, and that
out of this interpretation have sprung diverse policies, giving rise to,
and keeping alive, political parties, in the several states and nation.

It is in this manner, also, that constitutional governments, by false
interpretation, become distorted, perverted, and at length revolutionized,
the constitution itself remaining unchanged.

The nation has entered upon an epoch of such interpretation of its
constitution and theory of government. Its immediate effect is seen in
the dissolution and re-construction of political parties, while the remote
consequences are shadowed forth in the new government policy, new
sentiments and opinions which are inculcated upon the subject of negro
slavery.

At the period of the formation of the government, the character of.
negro slavery and the traffic in slaves had been accurately estimated
and determined by the civilized nations of the earth, in regard to which
there was no difference of sentiment or opinion among the mass of
the people of this country, its statesmen, philosophers; and philan-
thropists.

It was held to exist in derogation of the natural rights of the slave—
that it was an unmitigated evil—that it was the duty and interest of the
nation to discountenance and inhibit the traffic, and restrict slavery to
the localities where it existed by force of the local law. The colonies
bad denounced the mother country for its participation in its establish-
ment, and for neglect of duty in its refusal to co-operate with them for
its abolition. At the period of the revolution, and during the confeder-
ation of the states, the detestation in which slavery was held by the

"people is expressed in their literature, laws, jurisprudence, resolutions
of their legislatures and primary assemblies, and the acts of the con-
gress. When the constitution was formed, as a nation, the American
people had adopted and published to the world, as the fundamental
principles of that liberty they sought to establish through the forms of
government, political taxims wholly opposed to all forms of slavery.
They had proclaimed their hostility to the slave trade and slavery itself
—they had provided against its spread into any portion of the territo-
ries, and contemplated its final extinction, The nation began its
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career by the recognition of the inalienable rights of man as self-evi-
dent political truths, as forming the basis of all just governments, and
as containing the principles of political morality and immutable recti-
tude. ’ .

The constitution of the United States was based upon and recognized
the same principles and theory of government which had been before
asserted ; and the constitution and the declaration of independence are
parts of one consistent whole—and that work was consummated by the
former which had been begun by the latter.

The government, under the constitution, was conducted upon these
principles, and the sentiments and policy theretofore existing, still pre-
vailed—slavery in the territories was prohibited—the slave trade was
denounced as piracy and interdicted, and the congress, in repeated
instances, interposed to prevent the extension of slavery into free terri-
tory. .

The judiciary of the country, both federal and state, was in harmony
with the legislation and policy of the nation, and uniformly held that
slavery was against national right, and existed only by force of posi-
tive Jaw, was necessarily local in its character, and that the master lost
all right of control over, or interest in, the slave, when once volunta-
rily carried beyond the local jurisdiction. .

By the force of these sentiments and opinions, acting upon the pub-
lic judgment and conscience, slavery receded from seven of the thirteen
original states, and strugglled for a precarious existence in a portion of
the remaining states. A new government policy is now demanded,
founded upon new interpretations of the constitution in regard to negro
slavery. The paternal policy of the nation is denounced as unjust and
illiberal, unconstitutional and illegal.

The statesmanship of the early days of the republic took cognizance
of the fact that two races of men were here, the shbjects of government
and civilization—that-one was the dominant race, whose was the duty
of goverhing and guiding ; and it did not hesitate to declare those prin-
ciples of personal freedom which are equally the rights of all, and
sought wisely to guide the destinies of both in the light of these prin-
ciples. ‘ '

The statesmanship of to-day ignores these self-cvident truths—sees
the two races confront each other upon the same soil, but holds that
one has no rights that the other is bound to respect—asserts a principle
which gives him no right to govern but the accident of present power,
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and thus seeks to bind up the destinies of both with the degradation of
the black race.

The difference in the two systems is radical and infinite. The lat-
ter, it is needless to say, is repugnant to our theory of government. It
is too absurd for argument and too offensive for discussion.

The first systematic attempt to reduce the new dogmas to practice,
through the administration of the government and federal legislation,
was made in the repeal of the Missouri restriction.

The object of this repeal is now declared by one of its supporters to
have been “to put the slavery question upon some common ground
where a party could be rallied strong enough to administer the govern«
ment justly upon other than purely sectional ideas—to remove the ban
under which the domestic institutions of the south had been placed by
federal legislation”—and * although not all the south was entitled to, it
was a great advance upon the old order of things, because it removed
an unjust and odious discrimination against her domestic institutions
from the statute book, a moral triumph which was of vast importance
to the south and to the institution of slavery itself. ” .

The object and import of that measure, thus declared, have, by sub- -
sequent events, become obvious to all. It was the beginning of attempts
to revolutionize the federal legislation and policy of the country upon
the subject of slavery—to remove the interdiction under which slavery
had been placed by that legislation, and by positive negation of power
in congress, remove'all obstacles to expansion and open the way for the
novel idea, recently set up, that *the compromises of the constitution”
include the recognition of slavery as an institution of the states, enti-
tled to protection, and guarantee of property in slaves as an eminent
trait of nationality.

‘¢ Squatter sovereignty, > the pretext for repeal, is illustrated by civil
war and disorder—the will of the people set at defiance by armed
bands of men alien to the territory—national strife, contest to deter-
mine whether liberty or slavery shall possess the country once pledged
to free labor, and fashion the institutions which are about to spring up
there, in which slavery and the national administration rule the hour
against freedom and free men — slavery established in Kansas, the
people struggling and in arms to resist it, and at last the fundamental
principles of self-government, popular sovereignty itself, denied, and
the national administration engaged in efforts to force upon the state a
constitution against the known will of the people.
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A portion of the federal judges, in harmony with the general design,
utter the dicta that * the constitution of the United States recognizes
property in slaves, and pledges the federal government to:protect it,
and that congress has no rlght to prohibit’ the slaveholder from takmg
his slaves into the territories. ’

The president of the United States unofficially declares and assumes
that slavery exists in Kansas under the constitution—that this point has
at last been settled by the highest tribunal known to our laws, and that
it “is mysterious that it ever could have been seriously doubted.”

Thus, in quick and rapid succession, a revolution is attempted in the
legislative, judicial and executive departments of the government, and
would now be complete and thorough, but for the extra judigial and
extra official quality of the acts. It remains for the people of the free
states to determine whether this important change in the constitution
and theory of the government shall be consummated—whether by novel
and forced constructions the constitution shall be made to guarantee
property in slaves in the states and territories, the character of slavery -
changed from a local to a national institution, and thus brought in con-
tact with free labor and free men. ‘

No patriot in the land is without his regrets at the sectional strife
stirred up by these aggressions, and no patriot but must feel that great
evils are struggling for perpetuity in the nation, and that their influ-
ences, unchecked, will determine the character of the coming ages of
the republic ; and no patriot but that must feel a stern purpose within
him to resist them.

The nation had witnessed the expansion of slavery in the south with
comparative composure, as it was maintained that the impulse which
pervaded the slave states for new fields for slave labor, would vent
itself in the low latitudes ; that slavery would recede from the northern
slave states, and leave the free slates to quiet self-development, in the
free states and territories, their system of free labor relieved from the
contamination of slave labor. Not so. With each new accession they
become more arrogant and exacting—instead of obedience to the laws
of climate, within which it was thought to move, and subject to which
it was asserted it must hold its empire on this continent, experience
proves that the law of its life is violence—thiat it forges its fetters with
equal facility in Kansas or the Carolinas—mocks free labor as illegiti-
maie in a republican government, and asserts itself the normal condi-
tion of labor—pushes its aggressions over broken compromises into
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territories pledged to free labor, amid civil war—demanding not only
the right of expansion into all the territories, but the constitutionat
recognition and guarantee as property in the nation.

The free states can never yield to these demands ; they are incom-
patible with the essential element of their prosperity, free labor. They
are repugnant to their settled opinions and sentiments. The free states
hold to the right of every one of its laborers to his wages, of every
innocent man to his person ; and they will suffer no contamination from
contact with slavery forced upon them by distorted views of the con-
stitution, They are not at issue with the slave states, because slavery
is oné of their institutions, but because they seek to make it an institu=
tion of the nation. When by offensive repeal, by forced interpretation,
by violence, they attempt to force upon the free states, what they know
to be regarded as an enormous wrong, and fatal to their industry, it
should excite no surprise that all such attempts are met with stern and
solemn remonstrance and determined resistance. '

Slavery agitation rages not from the north, but from the south. The
repose of the country was not disturbed by attempts from the north ‘to
subvert slavery in the slave states or invade its rights. If there be
antagonism of opinion between the free and slave states, it has been
produced by no movement of the former. It has been brought about
by an obvious and conceded change of sentiments and opinions, pur-
poses and designs, by the latter ; by which they force themselves into
collision with the well known and long cherished sentiments and
opinions of the free states, their interests and prosperity. If there be
peril to our common country, it springs not now from any movements,
nor from any want of appreciation of the value of the Union, from this
quarter. Whoever has regrets that a sense of the sacredness of the
Union and of the greatness of its blessings is faintly apprehended, will
need to revert to events that are taking place in other quarters, and
sentiments entertained elsewhere.

‘While the people of Maine will cultivate a spirit of kindness and for-
bearance towards every section of the common country, and will ever
cherish sentiments of devotion to the Union, they will not fail to utter
their solemn and earnest protest against the assumptions of the constitu-
tional guarantee of property in slaves, and the indefeasible rights of
sluvery in the territories ; and will remonstrate against the subvérsion
of the powers of the national government to purposes of slavery exten-
sion and slavery perpetuation, and will resist, to the full extent of their
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constitutional powers, all attempts to force the domestic institution of
the slave states into contact with free labor and free communities.

In conclusion, I pledge you my best efforts in the performance of
the duties devolved upon me. I have entire confidence that your labors
will be characterized by harmony, prudence and wisdom, and hope
that the business of the session will result in the promotion of the inter-
est and welfare of our beloved state.

The Governor and suite then retired and the Convention was
dissolved.

The House was called to order by the SPEAKER and

On motion of Mr. MILLIKEN of Camden,
~ Ordered, That the Governor be requested to furnish to the House
of Representatives a copy of his Address to the two Houses.

Read and passed.

On motion .of Mr. STRICKLAND of Bangor,

Ordered, That all petitions requiring order of notice presented
after the first day of February next, be referred to the next Legis-
lature, without debate.

Read and passed.

On motion of Mr. PRENTISS of Bangor,
Ordered, That when this House adjourn it adjourn to meet at
two o’clock this afternoon.

On motion of Mr. WOODMAN of Bucksport,

A message was ordered to be conveyed to the Senate proposing
a Convention of the two branches of the Legislature in the Hall of
the House of Representatives at fifteen minutes past two o’clock this
afternoon for the purpose of electing a Secretary of State, an Attor-
ney General, an Adjutant General, and seven Gouncilors to advisé
with the Governor. )

Mr. Woodman was charged with the message and he subsequently
reported that he had performed the duty required of him.

A message was received from the Senate expressing the concur-
rence of that body in the proposition for a Convention this afternoon.

Adjourned until two o’clock this afternoon.
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AFTERNOON SESSION.

The House convened at two o'clock and was called to order by
the SPEAKER, and

On motion of Mr. BURBANK of Lewiston, it was ordered that
the Clerk of the House cause to be prepared for the use.of the
House, lists of the Members of the House, arranged alphabetically,
and according to the number of their seats, and according to their
political classification, including their places of residence, post office
address, and boarding places, and a diagram of the House of Repre-
sentatives, and that five hundred copies of the same be printed.

Read and passed.

At fifteen minutes past two, being the time assigned, the Senate
came in and a Convention was formed.

IN CONVENTION.

On motion of Mr. RING of Washington,

Messrs. Ring of Washington, Berry of Kennebec, Miller of Port-
land, Ingalls of Bridgton, and Brown of Wilton, were appointed a
Committee to receive, sort and count the votes for Secretary of State,
‘and having attended to that duty the Committee, through Mr. Ring,
reported that the whole number of votes was one hundred and fifty-

aine, 159
Necessary to a choice, . 80

. Noah Smith, jr., had o125
Caleb R. Ayer ¢ ‘ 28

. Isdac Reed ¢ 3
Alden Jackson ¢ ' 1
Blanks, 2

The report was accepted and NoaH SMITH, jr., was declared teo
be duly elected Secretary of State for the ensuing political year.

On motion of Mr. GODDARD of Cumberland,

A Committee of five was raised to receive, sort and count votes
for Attorney General, and said Committee consisted of Messrs. God-
dard of Cumberland, Sargent of Hancock, Kimball of Bethel, Rice
of Hampden, and Clark of Wells.

3 .
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Having attended to that duty the Committee reported that the

whole number of votes was 166
Necessary to a choice, - 84
Nathan D. Appleton had 136
George Evang “ 30

and the name of James W. Webster for Adjutant General was found
on one ballot but not counted as a vote. The report was accepted
and NareaN D. ApPLETON declared to be elected Attorney General
for the current political year.

On motion of Mr. McGILVERY of Waldo,

A Committee of seven was raised to receive, sort and count the
votes for Adjutant Geeneral. The Committee consisted of Messrs.
McGilvery of Waldo, Hobart of Washington, Kimball of Rumford,
Snow of Atkinson, Shaw of Industry, McGlauflin of Charlotte, and
Sanborn of Parsonsfield, and having attended to that duty the Com-
mittee reported that the whole number of votes was one hundred and

sixty-nine, 169
Necessary to a choice, 85
James W. Webster had 139
Darius Alden “ 30

The report was accepted and JamEs W. WEBSTER was declared
to be elected Adjutant General for the ensuing political year.

On motion of Mr. JONES of York,

A Committee of seven was raised to receive, sort and count the
votes for seven Executive Councillors, and Messrs. Jones of York,
Connor of Somerset, Hall of Gorham, Chick of Madrid, Pierce of
Kittery, Jones of Bristol, and Clement of Palmyra, were appointed
said Committee.

Having attended to their duty the Committee reported that the

whole number of votes was 168
Necessary to a choice, 85
Benjamin Freeman had 136
George Pierce ¢ 136
William M. Reed 136
Dennis L. Milliken ¢ 136

William Merriam ¢ ) 186
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Aaron A. Wing had ‘ 135

James S. Hall “ 136
Israel Chadbourne ¢ 32
Theophilus W. Stanley had 32
William Buxton € 32
Jeremiah Foster b 32
Moses R. Ludwig “ 32
Francis G. Butler “ 32
Samuel S. Heagan G 82
T. W. Stanley « 1

The report was accepted and Messrs. Benjamin Freeman, George
Pierce, William M. Reed, Dennis L. Milliken, William Merriam,
Aaron A. Wing, and James S. Hall, having severally received a .
majority of the votes cast, were declared to be duly elected as the
Councillors of the Governor for the current political year. ‘

The Convention was then dissolved and the House was called to.
order by the SPEAKER. \

On motion of Mr. WOODMAN of Bucksport,

Ordered, That until otherwise ordered, the House will meet on
each Monday at eleven o’clock A. M.

Mr. COMSTOCK of - Lubec, introduced the following order
which upon his motion was laid on the table :

Ordered, That the Secretary of State be requested to furnish to
each Methber of the present House of Representatives, as soon ag
convenient, a copy of the public Acts and Resolves passed by the
last Legislature, not including the Revised Statutes.

On motion of Mr. JOHNSON of Augusta,
Ordered, That when the House adjourn it adjourn to meet to-

morrow morning at eleven o’clock.
Adjourned.
ATTEST : GEORGE W. WILCOX, Clerk.
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SATURDAY, JaNvary 9, 1858,
" Prayer by the Rev. Mr. Hanson of Gardiner.

A communication was received from the Senate from Benjamin
Freeman, George Pierce, D. L. Milliken, William M. Reed, Aaron
A. Wing, and James S. Hall, signifying from those gentlemen their
acceptance of the office of Executive Councillors, to which they had
been elected.

Mr. MORRISON of Farmington, introduced the following order :

Ordered, That a Joint Select Committee consisting of seven on
the part of the House, with such as the Senate may join, be
appointed to contract with a person or persons to do the State Print-
ing and Binding for the current political year.

The foregoing order was on motion of Mr. Woodman of Bucks-
port; laid upon the table.

On motion of Mr. WOODMAN of Bucksport, ‘

Ordered, That a message be sent to the Senate proposing a Joint
Convention this day at fifteen minutes before twelve o’clock, in this
Hall, for the purpose of qualifying the Executive Councillors who
have signified their acceptance of the office to which they have been
elected. Read and passed, and the Clerk was charged with the
message. Ile subsequently reported that he had discharged the
duty assigned him.

A message was received from the Senate through its Secretary,
informing the House of the concurrence of the Senate in a proposi-
tion for a Convention at fifteen minutes before twelve this day for
the purpose of qualifying such of the Executive: Councillors as have
signified their acceptance.

On motion of Mr. HANSON of Gardiner,
Ordered, That the Committee on printing be instructed to report
any proposals received by them to this House before accepting the

same. :
This order was on motion of Mr. HANSON, laid on the table.
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Ay

The SPEAKER announced the Standing Committees of the
House, in part, as follows :

Committee on Elections.

Messrs. Tapley of Saco,
' Moor of Ellsworth,
Pierce of Kittery,
Pattee of Fort Fairfield,
Porter of Sebago,
Blaisdell of Frankfort,
Comstock of Lubec.

Committee on Engrossed Bills.

Messrs. Clark of Wells,
Hall of Gorham,
Rice of IHampden,
Lane of Poland,
Tillson of Rockland,
Milliken of Camden,
Marcyes of Eden.

Committce on Finance.

Messrs. Pike of Calais,
Miller of Portland,
Ingalls of Bridgton,
_Strickland of Bangor,
Libbey of Molunkus,
Banks of Biddeford,
Porter of Lowell.

Committee on Bills in the Third Reading.
Messrs. Marshall of Belfast,
Johnson of Augusta,
Buxton of Warren,
Woodman of Bucksport,
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Boody of Brunswick,
Dane of Portland,
Snow of Atkinson. °

On motion of Mr. MOOR of Ellsworth, _

Ordered, That the credentials of the Members of the House of
Representatives be taken from the files and referred to the Commit-
tee on Elections.

Read and passed.

At the hour assigned the Senate came in and a Convention was
formed.

IN CONVENTION.

On motion of Mr. DAVIS of the Senate,

The Secretary of the Convention was charged with a message to
the *Councillors elect who had signified their acceptance of election,
that the Legislature was in session in the Hall of the House of
Representatives for the purpose of administering to them the oaths
of office required by the Constitution to enable them to enter upon
their official duties.

The Secretary of the Convention reported that he had discharged
the duty assigned him, and that the Councillors elect were pleased
to say that they would forthwith be in attendance upon the Conven-
tion for the purposes indicated in the message.

Whereupon, Benjamin Freeman, George Pierce, William M.
Reed, Dennis L. Milliken, Aaron A. Wing, and James S. Hall,
Councillors elect, attended by the Members of the Council and Heads
of Departments, came into the Convention and in the presence of the
two branches of the Legislature and before the President of the
Senate, severally took and subscribed the oaths required by law to
enable them to enter upon the discharge of their official duties.

Thé Councillors then retired from the Convention, which was then
dissolved.

The House was called to order by the SPEAKER.

Mr. COMSTOCK of Lubee, introduced the following order :
Ordered, That the Secretary of State be requested to furnish to
those Members of the present House of Representatives who were
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not Members of the last Legislature, one copy each of the Revised
Statutes of this State, and if the Secretary has not a sufficient num-
ber of copies to supply the new Members, that he be and hereby is
authorized to procure the same at his earliest convenience and cause
them to be distributed among the new Members a3 above directed.

Mr. HANSON of Gardiner, moved to amend the order as per
sheet A, and Mr. JOHNSON of Augusta, moved to amend the
amendment as per sheet B, sheets annexed, and on motion of Mr.
WOODMAN of Bucksport, the order and amendments were laid
upon the table.

A message was received from the Senate, through Mr. Jones of
York, announcing to the House of Representatives the decease of
the Hon. CHARLES P. CHANDLER, a Senator elect from the tenth
Senatorial Distriet.

Mr. PRENTISS of Bangor, addressed the House upon the char-
acter of the deceased.

On motion of Mr. WOODMAN of Bucksport, the House ad-.
Jjourned. "

ATTEST: - GEORGE W. WILCOX, Clerk.
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MONDAY, Janvary 11, 1858,
Prayer by the Rev. Mr. BeaN of Augusta.

A communication was received from B. D. Peck, Esq., Treasurer
of State, transmitting the annual statement and account of the
receipts and expenditures of all the public money for the fiscal year
ending December 31, 1857.

Mr. BUCK of Oldtown, introduced the following order :

Ordered, That the fortieth rule of the Rules and Orders of this
House as adopted from last session be amended by striking out the
words, ¢ 6th, To postpone to a day certain,” and insert the same next
after, ¢ for the previous question,” so the rule will read, as amended,

“When a question is under debate no motion shall be received
but

First—To adjourn ;

Second—To lie on the table;

Third—For the previous question;

Fourth—To postpone to a day certain ;

Fifth—To commit;

Sixth—To amend, ;

Seventh—To postpone indefinitely ;

Which several motions shall have precedence in the order in
which they are arranged.”

Read and referred to the House Committee on Rules and Orders.

On motion of Mr. BUXTON of Warren, -

The order introduced Saturday last by Mr. Comstock of Lubec,
was taken from the table, and Mr. JOHNSON of Augusta, with-
drew the motion for an amendment to the amendment moved by the
gentleman from Gardiner. Mr. ROWELL of Hallowell, moved
an amendment to the amendment of the gentleman from Gardiner,
as per sheet C, and the motion to amend' the amendment prevailed
and amendment A, as amended, was adopted, and on motion of Mr.
PIKE of Calais, the further consideration of the order was indefi-
mitely postponed.
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+ Order from the Senate.
Ordered, That a Joint Select Committee be appointed to examine
the Treasurer’s accounts and settle the same. This order came from
the Senate, having been read and passed, and Messrs. Thomas of
Cumberland, Dane of York, and Hobart of Washington, appointed
said Committee on the part of the Senate. The order was passed
in concurrence, and Messrs. Pike of Calais, Miller of Portland,
Ingalls of Bridgton, Strickland of Bangor, Libbey of Molunkus,
Banks of Biddeford, and Porter of Lowell, were joined to said Com-
mittee on the part of the House.

A communication was received from the Hon. Winriam MEer-
RIAM, signifying his acceptance of the office of Councillor to which
he had been elected.

On motion of Mr. WOODMAN of Bucksport,

Ordered, That a message be sent to the Senate ‘proposing a Con-
vention of the two Houses in this Hall, at half-past twelve this day,
for the purpose of qualifying Hon, WrLrraM MERRIAM, Councillor
elect. .

+Read and passed, and the Clerk of the House was charged with
the message. He subsequently reported that he had discharged the
duty assigned him. '

A message was received from the Senate through its Secretary,
informing the House that the Senate concurred in the proposition
for a Convention to-day at half-past twelve o’clock, for the purpose
of qualifying the Hon, WiLrram MEerrIaM, Councillor elect.

On motion of Mr. JOHNSON of Augusta,

Ordered, That the Committee on the Pay Roll be directed to
make up the pay of H. B. Trafton, for ten days attendance and
travel, as assistant Messenger. ,

Read and passed.

Order from the Senate in relation to bill entitled ¢ An act to
provide for the equitable distribution of the estates of insolvent
debtors, 7’ referred by the last Legislature to this. This order came
from the Senate, referring the Bill to a Joint Select Committee
consisting of three on the part of the Senate, with such as the House
may join,
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On motion of Mr. JCHNSON of Augusta, the order was laid
upon the table.

Order from the Senate. .

Ordered, That a Joint Select Committee consisting of three on
the part of the Senate, with such as the House may join, be ap-
pointed to receive proposals for doing the printing and binding for
the State, and to enter into a contract with some person or persons
for its performance, subject to approval and ratification by the Leg-
islature. This order came from Senate, having been read and
passed, and Messrs. Jones of York, Goddard of Cumberland, and
Burpee of Lincoln, were appointed said Committee on the part of
the Senate. The order was passed in concurrence, and Messrs.
Morrison of Farmington, Milliken of Camden, Deane of Portland,
Drummond of Winslow, Hale of Norridgewock, Pattee of Fort Fair-
field, and Hagar of Richmond, were joined to said Committee on the
part of the House.

A communication was received from the Hon. Noawn SuITH, jr.,
- signifying his acceptance of the office of the Secretary of State, to
which he had been elected.

The SPEAKER announced the Standing Committees of the
House in part as follows : : ’

Committee on County Estimates.

Messrs. Morrison of Farmington,
Knapp of East Livermore,
Judkins of No. 7, R. 8,

Percy of Woolwich,

Keene of Columbia, =
Tibbetts of Lovell,

Hale of Norridgewock. '

Committee on Pay Roll.

Messrs. Davis of Fairfield,
Bunker of Corinna,
Skillin of North Yarmouth,
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Brown of Wilton,

Shaw of Industry,

Fuller of Freedom,
Cunningham of Edgecomb.

Committee on Leave of Absence.

Messrs. Pike of Eastport,
Smith of Litchfield,
Longfellow of Whitefield,
Bailey of Auburn,
Swett of York,
Shaw of Troy,
Bucknam of Yarmouth.

Committee on Change of Names.

Messrs. Kimball of Bethel,
Pettengill of Wayne,
Palmer of Exeter.
At the hour assigned the Senate came in and a Convention was
formed.

IN CONVENTION.
On motion of Mr. BURPER of the Senate,

The Secretary of the Convention was charged with a message to
William Merriam, Esq., informing him that the two branches of the
Legislature were now assembled in Convention in the Hall of the
House of Representatives for the purpose of administering to him
the oaths of office required by law to quahfy him for the office to
which he had been elected.

The Secretary subsequently reported that he had discharged the
duty assigned him, and that the Councillor elect was pleased to say
that he would forthwith be in attendance upon the Convention for
the purpose indicated in the message from the Convention.

Whereupon, William Merriam, Esq., attended by the Members
of the Executive Council, came into the Convention and in presence
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of both Houses of the Legislature, and before the President of the
Senate, took and subscribed the oaths necessary to enable him to
enter upon the performance of his official duty.

The Council then retired. The Convention was digsolved and
the House called to order by the SPEAKER.

A message was received from the Senate through its Secretary
announcing that a vacancy existed in the tenth Senatorial District,
and proposing a Convention of the two Houses of the Legislature in
the Hall of the House of Representatives, at eleven o’clock to-mor-
row, to fill said vacancy. The House concurred in the proposition
of the Senate for a Convention, and the Clerk was charged with
a message to that branch conveying the information. He subse-
quently reported that he had performed that duty.

Adjourned.
ATTEST: GEORGE W. WILCOX, Clerk.
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. TUESDAY, Jaxuary 12, 1858.
Prayer by the Rev. Mr. DEXTER of Augusta. |

Mr. MARSHALL of Belfast, presented the County Estimates
for the County of Waldo, and on his motion they were referred to
-the Committee on County Estimates.

The same gentleman presented the remonstrance of Stephen S.
Gerrish against the right of Alonzo B. Shaw to hold a seat in this
House as a Representative from the district composed of the towns
of Troy, Unity and Burnham, which was referred to the Committee
on Elections.

Mr. PRENTISS of Bangor, presented the petition of Isaac M.
Bragg of Bangor, for a dam on the east branch of Mattawamkeag ;
and he also presented the petition of Rufus Dwinal of Bangor, for
an extension of time to cut timber on one-half of township No. 4,

Range 4. These petitions were laid on the table on motion of Mr.
PRENTISS.

A communication was received from JaMES W. WEBSTER, Esq.,
signifying his acceptance of the office of Adjutant General to which
he had been elected.

Mr. HAGAR of Richmond, presented the petition of R. H. and
M. F. Kerr, for change of name. Referred to the Committee on
change of names.

On motion of Mr. JOHNSON of Augusta,

The Senate order in relation to referring Bill an act to provide
for the equitable distribution of the estates of Insolvent Debtors,
was taken from the table and passed in concurrence, and Messrs
Gilbert of Bath, Bowen of Portland, Woodbury of Houlton, Buck of
Oldtown, Knapp of East Livermore, Weeks of Vassalborough, and
Comstock of Lubec, were joined to said Committee on the part of
the House.
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Order from the Senate.

Ordered, That there be appointed a Committee of three on the
part of the Senate, with such as the House may join, to examine
the papers and files of the last Legislature referred to the present,
and report what disposition ought to be made of the same. This
order came from the Senate having been read and passed, and Messrs.
McGilvery, Sargent and Hoyt, were appointed said Committee on
the part of the Senate. The order was passed in concurrence, and
Messrs. Woodman of Bucksport, Chadbourne of Standish, Porter of
Sebago, Flye of Newcastle, Clement of Palmyra, Milliken of Cam-
den, and Clark of Wells, were joined to said Committee on the part
of the House.

Mr. HANSON of Gardiner, introduced the following order,
which on his motion was laid on the table :

Ordered, That the Judiciary Committee be directed to enquire
into the propriety of repealing Section 5, Chapter 59 of the Revised
Statutes, said provision requiring publication of marriage intentions.

At the hour assigned the Senate came in and a Convention was
formed.
IN CONVENTION.

On motion of Mr. Carlton of the Senate,

A Committee of seven was raised to receive, sort and count the
votes for Senator to fill the vacancy existing in the tenth Senatorial
District, caused by the death of the Hon. CHARLES P. CHANDLER.
The Committee consisted of Messrs. Carlton of Lincoln, Hobbs of
Waldo, Lane of Poland, Chick of Madrid, Smith of Litchfield,
Wing of Searsmont, and Rideout of Cumberland.

The Committee having attended to the duty assigned them, re-
ported through their Chairman, Mr. Carlton of Lincoln, that the

whole number of votes thrown was 158
Necessary to a choice, - 80
Andrew Wiggin had l 115
William Oakes had 43

The report was accepted and ANDREW WIaGIN was declared to
be duly elected as Senator from the tenth Senatorial District for the
current political year.
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The Convention was dissolved and the House was called to order
by the SPEAKER.

On motion of Mr. WOODMAN of Bucksport

Ordered, That the Joint Select Committee on printing and bind-
ing be directed to examine and report what retrenchment may be
had in the matter of printing and binding. The printing of what
reports, journals, pamphlets, &c., may without detriment to the
public interest be dispensed with, and whether in other cases their
contents may not be materially condensed.

Read and passed and sent up for concurrence.

On motion of Mr. Buxton of Warren,

Ordered, That the Committee on State Printing be directed to
enquire into the expediency of authorizing the Ieads of the various
Departments to make contracts for the prmtmg in their several
departments.

Read and passed and sent up for concurrence.

Adjourned.
ArrEST: GEORGE W. WILCOX, Clerk.
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WEDNESDAY, Jaxvary 13, 1858.
Prayer by the Rev. Mr. BLAKE of Gardiner.

Mr. HOLT of Turner, was, on his own motion, excused from
service as monitor of the Seventh Division, and Mr. CONANT of
Appleton was appointed in his stead.

Mr. JOHNSON of Augusta, Chairman of the Committee on
Rules and Orders for the government of the House, made a report
thereon, to which report Mr. BUCK of Oldtown, moved an amend-
ment as per sheet A annexed. On meation of Mr. GILBERT of
Bath, the report and proposed amendment were laid on the table.

Mr. BOODY of Brunswick, presented the petition of Frederick
Cabot and als., to be empowered to carry on business under the
name of the Cabot Manufacturing Company. This petition was
accompanied by a Bill, and the Bill and petition were, on motion of
Mr. WOODMAN of Bucksport, laid upon the table.

A message was received from the Governor, through the Secretary
of State, transmitting a copy of his message to the Legislature upon
the 8th inst., and on motion of Mr. WOODMAN of Bucksport it
was laid upon the table.

Mr. BICKNELL of Augusta, presented the petiition of Emma
Gilpatric, for change of name, and the same on his motion was
referred to the Committee on Change of Names.

Report of the Committee on Joint Rules and Orders. This Re-
port was made in the Senate and came to the House, having been
read and accepted.

Read and accepted in concurrence.

Report of the Committee appointed to examine and settle the
Treasurer’s Accounts. This Report was made in the Senate and
came to the House having been read and accepted.

Read and accepted in concurrence.

The Joint Standing Committee, provided for by the Rules and
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Orders, were received from the Senate and having been joined on
the part of the House are as follows :

Joint Standing Committees.

The presiding officers yesterday announced the Standing Commit-
tee ag follows :

On the Judiciary.
Messrs. Goddard, Cﬁ WP sl Q;'W«eﬁ-ﬁﬂ‘r‘:”;“’&f‘"fff‘é“”
Chapman, (:; Aaatt D e e

: Lo Lok
Fletcher, of the Senate ; C 0—%‘«’& 7 e

&

] ' {
Messrs. Woodman of Bucksport,
Gilbert of Bath, . A Sl
French of Damariscotta, #wob- - L
Buxton of Warren, o g reata $7a, "“’\2
Prentiss of Bangor, . .
Pike of Calais, W& » J _

g ATk
Tapley of Saco, of the House. & 6™ =~/ !

r‘h‘w‘
2 WS
’ )
‘

On Mercantile Affairs and Insurance.

Messrs. Ring,
Davis,
Burpee, of the Senate ;

Messrs. Kingsbury of Kennebunk,
Miller of Portland, (vl Funbiv K
Wing of Searsmont, ’
Kimball of Bethel,
Conant of Appleton,
Marcyes of Eden,
Libbey of Molunkus, of the House.
4
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Messrs.

Messrs.

Messrs.

Messrs.

Messrs.

Messrs.

On Education.
Hoyt,
Wasson,
Twitchell, of the Senate ;

Boody of Brunswick,

Morrison of Farmington,

Davis of Fairfield,

Deane of Portland,

Hobbs of Waterford,

Moore of Limerick,

Snow of Atkinson, of the House.

On Banks. and Banking.
T Teaey 1T L
Dane, - "
Thomas,

Connor, of the Senate ;

Marshall of Belfast, & ot w7

Bowen of Portland,
Hagar of Richmond,
Banks of Biddeford,
Clark of Pittston, g
Tillson of Rockland, ;
Pierce of Kittery, of the House.

FF

On Divisions of Counties.
Hobbs,
Stinchfield,
Wing, of the Senate ;

§ . &
eyye V2R E # L
Milliken of Camden, ¢ > -~ 7%, A

Jones of Bristol,

Sanborn of Parsonsfield,

Quint of Bowdoinham,

Sally of Madison,

Bailey of Auburn,

Nutting of Parkman, of the House.

L

H e .
AT PRV
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On State Lands and State Roads.
Messrs. Hamlin, 2L 5 O¢fac
Wasson,

D sk o
Berry, of the Senate; I P e

Messrs. Strickland of Bangor, PR
Woodbury of Houlton, “¥ ~ © - -
Moor of Ellsworth,
Boody of Brunswick,
Merrill of Williamsburgh,
Parsons of Eustis Plantation,
Spooner of New Portland, of the House.

N
1

On the Militia. -

Messrs. Wing,
Berry,
Goddard, of the Senate ;

Messrs. Tillson of Rockland,
Hall of N. Berwick,
Prentiss of Bangor,
Burbank of Lewiston,
Leighton of Steuben,
Mayberry of Casco,
Tibbetts of Lovell, of the House.

On Military Pensions.

Messrs. Twitchell,
Burbank, , SV Ay
McClusky, of the Senate ; (7 60 SRR

Messrs. Knapp of East Livermore,
Kingsbury of Waldo,
Bean of Brownfield, \
Sawyer of Baldwin,
Palmer of Albion,
Walsh of Thomaston,
Swett of York, of the House.
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Messrs.

Messrs.

Messrs.

Messrs.

Messrs.

Messrs.

On Incorporation of Towns.

Carleton,
Plaisted,
Wiggin, of the Senate ;

Pattee of Fort Fairfield,

Whitney of Raymond,:

Wasson of Brooksville,

Ranney of Winn,

McGlauflin of Charlotte,

Waterhouse of Liyman,

Andrews of No. 2 Pleasant Ridge, of the House.

On Division of Towns.
Chapman, '
Woodbury,

Sargent, of the Senate ;

Hobbs of Waterford,

Davis of Buxton,

Case of Readfield,

Parker of Dedham,

Coffin of Shapleigh,

Foss of Leeds,

Swmith of Otisfield, of the House.

On the Insane Hospital.
Burbank,
Jones,
Wiggin, of the Senate ;
Sweat of Limington,
Rowell of Hallowell,

. Bunker of Corinna,

Roak of Durham,

York of Jackson,

Libbey of Machiasport,

Rideout of Cumberland, of the House

4
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Messrs.

Messrs.

Messrs.

Messrs.

On the State Reform School.
Jones,
West,
McGilvery, of the Senate ;

French of Damariscotta, -
Brackett of Westbrook,
Drummond of Winslow,
Kimball of Rumford,

Blaisdell of Frankfort,

Burbank of Lewiston,

Porter of Lowell, of the House.

On Indian Affairs.
Hobart,
Hobbs,
Stinchfield, of the Senate ;

Buck of Oldtown,
Hersey of Pembroke,
Wheeler of Greenfield,

" Smith of Litchfield,

Messrs.

Messrs.

Mitchell of Washington,
Fuller of Freedom, .
Skilling of North Yarmouth, of the House.

On Agriculture.
Lothrop,
Berry,
Woodbury, of the Senate ;

Hall of Gorham,

Field of Danville,

Goodale of Orrington,

Skinner of St. Albans,

Longfellow of Whitefield,

Dunn of Milton Plantation,-

Bachelder of Kenduskeag, of the House.
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Messrs.

Messrs.

Messrs.

Messtrs.

Megsrs.

Messrs.

On Fisheries.
Sargent,
McGilvery,

“Hamlin, of the Senate ;

Fisher of Boothbay,

Gilkey of Islesborough,

Comstock of Lubec,

Percy of Woolwich,

Trussell of St. George,

Babbidge of Deer Isle,

Barton of Windsor, of the House.

On Manufactures.

West,
Dane,
Wing, of the Senate;

Banks of Biddeford,

Heald of Norridgewock,

Weeks of Vassalborough,

Sargent of Brookline,

Balch of Waldoborough,

Stockbridge of I'reeport,

Merrithew of Searsport, of the House.

On Railroads, Ways and Bridges.

Thomas,
Fletcher,
Hoyt, of the Senate,

Bicknell of Augusta,

Pike of Calais,

Strickland of Bangor,

Clark of Wells,

Mayo of Orono,

Arnold of Skowhegan,

Chick of Madrid, of the House.
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Messrs.

Messrs.

Messrs.

Messrs.

Messrs.

Messrs.

On Interior Waters.

Connor,
Stinchfeld,
Carleton, of the Senate ;

Kimball of Athens,

Lane of Poland,

Rogers of Stetson,

Cowell of Lebanon,

Ingalls of Bridgton,

Sherman of Sidney,

Brewn of Wilton, of the House.

On Accounts.
Burpee,
Hobart,
Jones, of the Senate ;

Flye of Newecastle,

Porter of Sebago,

Pratt of Oxford,

Pike of Topsfield,

Clement of Palmyra,

Hill of Sullivan,

Palmer of Exeter, of the House.

On Claims.

Woodbury,
Lothrop,
West, of the Senate ;

Loring of Guilford,

Stanley of Dixfield,

Perking of Kennebunkport,
Parkes of Clifton,

Pike of Eastport,

Wadlin of Northport,

Shaw of Industry, of the House.
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Messrs.

Messrs.

Messrs.

Messrs.

Messrs.

Messrs.

On the State Prison.

Berry,
Burpee,
Ring, of the Senate ;

Moor of Ellsworth,

Rice of Hampden,

Holt of Turner,

Estes of Woodstock,

Davis of - Buxton,

Chadbourne of Standish,

Oliver of Georgetown, of the House..

On Public Buildings.

Berry,
McClusky,
Plaisted, of the Senate ;

Hanson of Gardiner,

Rackliffe of Wesley,

Plummer of Lisbon,

Chadbourne of Dixmont,

Keene of Columbia,

Cunningham of Edgecomb,

Kingsbury of Bradford, of the House.

On the Library.

Davis,
Carleton,
Twitchell, of the Senate ;

Johnson of Augusta,
Deane of Portland,
Buckman of Yarmouth,
Shaw of Troy,

Judking of No. 7, R. 3,
Maddocks of Hermon,

Parkes of South Berwick, of the House. -
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Bill An act relating to the city of Bath, introduced by Mr. GIL-
BERT of Bath, and on his motion it was laid upon the table.

On motion of Mr. PIKE of Calais,

Ordered, That a message be sent to the Senate proposing a Con-
vention of the two House$ in'this Hall this day at half-past eleven
o’clock for the purpose of choosing a Land Agent and Treasurer of
State. The order passed, the Clerk was charged with and conveyed
the message to the Senate.

A message was received from the Senate through its Secretary,
announcing that the Senate concurred in the proposition of the
House for a Convention this day at half-past eleven o’clock, to elect
a Land Agent and Treasurer.

On motion of Mr. MILLIKEN of Camden,
Ordered, That two thousand copies of the Governor’s Message
be printed for the use of the House.

Bill An act to amend Chapter 82, Section 83 of the Revised
Statutes, so as to restore the former law allowing executors and
administrators as well as other parties to be witnesses. Introduced
by Mr. PRENTISS of Bangor, and on his motion referred to the
Committee on the Judiciary.

" Sent up for concurrence.

Petition of Edward Fox, and others, for increase of the salary of
the Recorder of the Municipal Court of the city of Portland. Pre-
sented by Mr. DEANE of Portland, and referred to the Committee
on the Judiciary.

Sent up for concurrence.

Mr. KIMBALL of Bethel, presented the petition of Thomas S.
Bartlett, for change of name. Referred to the Committee on Change
of Names. '

On motion of Mr. BOWEN of Portland,

Ordered, That the use of the Hall of the House of Representa-
tives be granted to the State Temperance Society for the purpose of
holding a Convention this afternoon and evening.

Read and passed.
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On motion of Mr. JOHNSON of Augusta,

Orderéd, That the papers in the case of Josiah P. Bean who
applies for remuneration for injuries sustained in the service of the
State, be taken from the files and referred to the Committee on
claims. }

Sent up for concurrence.

Bill An act to incorporate the Cabot Manufacturing Company
was taken from the table and on motion of Mr. BOODY of Bruns-
wick, it was referred to the Committee on Manufactures.

Sent up for concurrence.

At the hour assigned the Senate came in and a Convention was
formed.

IN CONVENTION.

On motion of Mr. CHAPMAN of the Senate,

A Committee of seven was raised to receive, sort and count votes
for Treasurer of State. Messrs. Chapman of Lincoln, Twitchell of
Oxford, French of Damariscotta, Drummond of Winslow, Walch of
Thomaston, Prentiss of Bangor, and Swett of York, were appointed
said Committee. Having attended to their duty the Committee

reported that the whole number of votes was 158
Necessary to a choice, ' 80 [
Benjamin D. Peck had J 180
Isaac Reed, “ - 28

The Report was accepted and BENJAMIN D. PrcK declared to be
duly elected Treasurer of the State of Maine for the current politi-

cal yea,r.'

On motion of Mr. BERRY of the Senate,

A Committee of seven was raised to receive, sort and count votes
for Land Agent. Messrs. Berry of Kennebee, Wasson of Hancock,
Johnson of Augusta, Flye of Newcastle, Ingalls of Bridgton, Hobbs
of Waterford, and Moor of Ellsworth, were appointed said Commit-
tee. Having attended to the duty assigned them, the Committee,
reported that the whole number of votes was 166

Necessary to a choice, 84
Noah Barker had 136
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James Walker had 30
The Report was accepted and NoAx BARKER was declared to be
duly elected Land Agent for the State of Maine for the current
political year.
The Convention was dissolved. The House was called to order
by the SPEAKER.

On motion of Mr. MOOR of Ellsworth,

Ordered, That the Committee on the Insane Hospital be instruct-
ed to consider the expediency of amending Section 18 of Chapter
143 of the Revised Statutes, providing partially for the support of
paupers, so that the entire support of such persons shall be charged
to the State.

Read and passed and sent up for concurrence.

On motion of Mr. FISHER of Boothbay, ‘

Ordered, That the Secretary of State be directed to place in the
hands of the Clerk, fifteen copies of the Revised Statutes for the use
of this House, as provided in the order of distribution of last year
to be returned to the Library at the end of the session, and the
Clerk be directed to have printed or stamped on the cover on both
sides of the book the words, *“ House of Representatives.”

Read and passed.

The order introduced January 8, by Mr. COMSTOCK of Lubec,
in relation to Public Acts and Resolves, was taken from the table,
considered, and on motion of Mr. JOHNSON of Augusta, was laid
upon the table.

On motion of Mr. PARSONS of Eustis Plantation,

Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary be instructed to
enquire into the expediency of passing an act directing the assessors
of Jackson and Eustis plantations to settle with the former treasurer
of Jackson plantation, and to distribute any money in their hands
between the two plantations in the proportion of the number of
scholars in each plantation.

Read and passed and sent up for concurrence.

Petition of Rufus Dwinel was taken from the table, referred to
the Committee on State Lands and State Roads.
Sent up for concurrence.
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Petition of Isaac M. Bragg was taken from the table and referred
to the Committee on Interior Waters. ‘
Sent up for concurrence.

The order introduced yesterday by Mr. HANSON of Gardiner,
was, on his motion, taken from the table.
Read and passed and sent up for concurrence.

Mr. GILBERT of Bath, presented the petition of the Stockhold-
ers of the City Bank, Bath, for a reduction of their capital stock.
Referred to the Committee on Banks and Banking.

Sent up for concurrence.

Mr. WOODBURY of Houlton, presented the petition of C. F.
A. Johnson and twenty-two others, praying for an act of incorpora-
tion. Referred to the Committee on Incorporation of Towns.

Sent up for concurrence.

Mr. MERRILL of Williamsburgh, presented the petition of the
Selectmen of Sebec, praying that their doing as assessors may be
made valid. Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.

Sent up for concurrence.

Mr. BOODY of Brunswick, presented the petition of the Faculty
of the Medical College for aid in the erection of a Medical College.

Also the petitions of i

8. W. Chase and others of Passadumkeag ;

Allen Rogers and others of Hampden ;

E. C. Hyde and others of Freeport

Allen Blossom and others of Boothbay ;

J. 8. Tobey and others of Athens;

M. Hawkes and others of Belfast;

G. W. Turner and others of Sumner ;

A. P. Snow and others of Winthrop ;

J. H. Rich and others of Bucksport ;

Hollis Monroe and others of Belfast ;

John Ricker and others of Orono;

G. W. Ricker and others of Bowdoinham ;

T. F. Barton and others of Jefferson ;

Gilman Davis and others of

;
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Petition of T. J. Stockbridge and others of Bath; all in aid of the
petition of the Faculty of the Medical College.

The foregoing petitions were severally received and on motion of
Mr. BOODY they were referred to the Committee on Education.

Sent up for concurrence.

Adjourned.
ATTEST GEORGE W. WILCOX, Clerk.
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THURSDAY, Janvary 14, 1858.
Prayer by the Rev. Mr. Smrrn of Litchfield.

On motion of Mr. MAYO of' Orono,

Ordered, That the Land Agent be directed to make monthly
settlements with the Treasurer and to pay over all money received by
him to the Treasurer, at the end of each month. This order was
referred to the Committee on State Lands and State Roads.

Sent up for concurrence.

Bill An act to incorporate the City of Bath, was taken from the
table on motion of Mr. GILBERT of Bath, and on motion of Mr.
- WOODMAN of Bucksport, it was referred to the Committee on
the Judiciary.

Sent up for concurrence.

Mr. MERRILL of Williamsburg, laid upon the table the follow-
ing order which upon his motion was referred to the Committee on
the Judiciary, and sent up for concurrence : \

Ordered, That the Committee on State Lands and State Roads
be requested to enquire into the expediency of authorizing by law
the sale of the State’s interests in all the townships purchased by
the State in 1853, on which limited permits for cutting the timber
were granted by the Commonwealth of Massachusetts to individuals
prior to said purchase in 1853.

On motion of Mr. MILLIKEN of Camden,

Ordered, That so much of the Governor’s Message as relates to

the Militia be referred to the Committee on Militia.
Sent up for concurrence.

On motion of Mr, HALL of Gorham,

Ordered, That so much of the Governor’s Message as relates to
Agriculture be referred to the Committee on Agriculture.

Sent up for concurrence.

On motion of Mr. FRENCH of Damariscotta,
Ordered, That so much of the Governor’s Message as relates to
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the State Reform School be referred to the Committee on the State
Reform School.

Sent up for concurrence.

On motion of Mr. BOWEN of Portland,

Ordered, That so much of the Governor’s Message as relates to
Banks be referred to the Committee on Banks and Banking. .

Sent up for concurrence.

On motion of Mr. HANSON of Gardiner,

Ordered, That so much of the Governor’s Message as relates to
the subject of Slavery be referred to a Joint Select Committee on
Federal Relations. Read and passed, and Messrs. Hanson of Gar-
diner, Prentiss of Bangor, Marshall of Belfast, Porter of Lowell,
Kingsbury of Kennebunk, Pratt of Oxford, and Skillin of North
Yarmouth, were appointed said Committee on the part of the House.

Mr. HANSON of Gardiner, laid upon the table Bill An act to
incorporate the Trustees of the Charity Fund of the Maine Conven-
tion of Universalists, which on his motion was referred to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary.

Sent up for concurrence.

Mr. DUNN of Milton plantation, laid upon the table the follow-
ing order and bill which upon his motion was referred to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary, and sent up for concurrence : ‘

Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary be requested to
examine into the propriety of enacting a law to prevent litigation
between towns in regard to the settlement of paupers, as set forth in
the bill herewith submitted. The title of the bill is, Bill An act
to prevent difficulty between towns in regard to paupers.

* On motion of Mr. STRICKLAND of Bangor,

Ordered, That so much of the Governor’s Message as relates to
the State Lands and to the settlement of Aroostook County, be re-
ferred to the Committee on State Lands and State Roads.

Sent up for concurrence.

On motion of Mr. WOODMAN of Bucksport,
Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary be directed to
enquire and report what amendment, if any, is necessary to Section
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18, Chapter 66 of the second revision of the Revised Statutes, re-
lating to claims not presented against insolvent estates.
Sent up for concurrence.

On ‘motion of Mr. WOODMAN of Bucksport,

Ordered, That so much of the Governor’s Message as relates to
costs in criminal prosecutions, be referred to the Committee on the
Judiciary.

Sent up for concurrence.

Mr. HALE of Norridgewock, presented the County Estimates of
the County of Somerset, and on his motion they were referred to the
Committee on County Estimates.

On motion of Mr. BOODY of Brunswick,

Ordered, That so much of the Governor’s Message as relates to
education, be referred to the Committee on Education,

Sent up for concurrence.

On motion of Mr. ROWELL of Hallowell,

Ordered, That so much of the Governor’s Message as relates to
the Insane Hospital, be referred to the Committee on the Insane
Hospital.

Sent up for concurrence.

On motion of Mr. BOODY of Brunswick,

Ordered, That the Committee on the Reform School be instructed
to enquire whether any, and if so, what reductions may be made in
the expenses of said institution without impairing the usefulness
thereof. Also, to enquire into the expediency of changing the
expense of supporting the inmates of the school upon the several
cities and towns in which they reside at the period of their commlt-
ment, and report by bill or otherwise.

Read and passed, and sent up for conurrence.

Bill An act for the relief of poor debtors, additional to the 113th
Chapter of the Revised Statutes. Laid on the table by Mr. GIL-
BERT of Bath, and on his motxon referred to the Committee on the
Judiciary.

Sent up for concurrence.

Claim of the treasurer of the town of Norway, claim of the trea-
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surer of Plantation Letter B, Oxford County, and claim of the
treasurer of the town of Cutler, for bounty paid on Wild Animals.
Severally referred to the Committee on Accounts.

Sent up for concurrence.

A communication was received from the Treasurer of State, lay-
ing before the Legislature sundry claims filed in his office for allow-
ance for bounties on Wild Animals, which were severally referred..
to the Committee on Accounts.

Sent up for concurrence.

Petition of S. H. Parsons and 33 others of the town of West
Gardiner to be set off from said town and annexed to the city of
Gardiner. This petition came from the Senate, referred to the
Committee on Division of Towns.

Referred in concurrence.

Petition of the Trustees of Oak Grove Academy, for aid.
Petition of James Hartford and others of Brownville, asking for
grant of land or money, in aid of East Maine Conference.
Petition of William Merriam and others, for same.
¢ of Edward Kent and others, for same.
“  of Benjamin Rea and others, for same. »
These petitions were severally referred to the Committee on Edu~
cation.
Sent up for concurrence.

Petition of John K. Killsa, for remuneration for expenses incurred
by him in attending upon a Member of the House, while sick in 1849,

Petition of C. Crockett of Abbott, for remuneration for money
paid and services rendered in the Aroostook expedition. These
petitions were severally read and referred to the Committee on
Claims. ’

Sent up for concurrence.

Petition of Leroyed Hill and others of Ellsworth, for an act to
protect the owners of grass land on the banks of Union River, from
damages on account of logs being left thereon. Referred to the:
Committee on Interior Waters.

Sent up for concurrence.

5
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On motion of Mr. BURBANK of Lewiston,

Ordered, That the Committee on Education be instrueted to
enquire into the expediency of re-enacting the law of 1854, requir-
ing the Superintending School Committees of the several cities and
towns of this State to apportion ten cents of the sixty cents required
to be raised by the second Section of Chapter 154 of the laws of
1854, among the districts in their several towns, cities and planta-
tions in such manner as will in their judgment give the smaller
districts a more equal opportunity of enjoying the benefits of Com-
mon School Education with the larger districts. Referred to the
Committee on Education.

Sent up for concurrence.

Report of the Committe