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EXECUTIVE ORDERS (BRENNAN) 

OFFICE OF NO. L.~ 82/8'3 

THE GOVERNOR DATE Julv 6, 1982 

~.lAT::,z RIVERS POLICY 

w1ffiREAS, the "vaters of Maine are held in trust by t.1.e State for the be.11efit 
of -L'l.e :people, and their use is a proper subj ect for the exercise of ste. .. crrdship 
by the State; and 

WH&~-.S, the Departrr.ent of COI1..servation was directed by the State Ener~ 
Policy of June 1981 to identify river stretches that prov-ide u."llqt.le recreational 
op.r:=orttmities or :ri.atural values, and to submit to the GovernoJ::' a straLogy for 
the protection of those river streta.1.es, and has accordi."1gly submitted SUC-1. a 
re.r:=ort based on the "-Maine Rivers Study" conducted under its auspices; and 

~vHEPEAS , t.1.e Depa.rt:TI!ents of r-1a.rine Resources and of Inland Fisheries & Wildli~e, 
and the Atlantic Sea Run Salrron Ccrnmission, were directed by the State Energy Policy 
to prepare a statewide fisheries plan for submission to t.1.e C--overnor, ar.d have 
accordingly submitted such a plan; and 

WHEREAS, it is necessary to protect certain river stretches identified by the 
Department of Conservation from LL"1wise development, and to preserve them for the 
future; arid 

v.lHEREAS, sufficient river resources ex.:Lst to alia" for the protection of our rrost 
valuable river stretches and the developrnent of !>1aine! s indige..110US, renewable energy 
resources i and 

v1.HEREAS, it is also necessary to ensure t1.e wise use of all the river resources 
ide..11tified in t1.e "~1aine Rivers Study" by means of improved environmental regu-lation; 

NCH, THEREFORE, I, JOSEPH E. BRENNAN, Governor of the State of !-1aine order 
that the following river stretches be designate::l as rr.eriting special protection: 

Allagash: GeI-al d Brook to Telos lake 

Aroostook:. Sheridan Dam to Millinocket lake 

Dead: Kennebec River to Flagstaff lake 

Dennys: Hinkley Point to heaqwaters of Heddybemps Lak~ < '\ 

N~c~ p~"t (,a.u Jacted hne--m(f{7/;'7It2)~~~) 
East :Machias: Ead1e:r L::ikE: to Pocorroonshine Lake, including t'f..ait"12 River 

Kennebec: Bay Point to EcttJards Dam, Augusta; The Forks to Harris Datll 
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Narr2guagus: Fickett Point to headT,vaters 

.11achi2.s: Fort 0 ' Brirui Point to Fifth Machias La.."!.ce, includiLl.g 
Four-ill arld Fift:.rJ. La."l(e Streacl's 

Moose: AtteaLl. Pond to CruLadiCL.i Border 

Pe.<.iobscot: Main. Ste..rn from Sru:.dy Point to Veazie Dacll, includLig 
East2--YTI Cl'...a...!I1el; East Branch from Hedr,vay to Grand I..a2-<:e 
Matagarron; Hest Branch from Arrbajejus Lake to west2--rrl 
lXJULl.da.ry of T-3, R-lO; and from Ches1.L."'1ccok Lake to 
Sebocrrcok L::L"l(e 

Pleasruit: Seavey POLTlt to Pleasant River Iil],:e 

I'lest Branch Pleasant: ~1ain Stem to FOtLrt."f} "I'i'est Branch Pond 

Saco: East Limington to Ne:.v Harnpshire border 

St. Croix: Oak Point to Spednik Lake 

St. Jo}:1..:n: One mile a1:::ove--t."f}e foot of Big Rapids to Baker BrarlQ'1 

Sheepscot: Wiscasset to headwaters 

as well as certain related tributaries ide..Tltified in the Depru: l.J.l:ent of 
Cons2-rvation repJrt as contributing to the illlique recreational or 
natural values of these river stretches; ruid 

IT IS FURTHER ORDE..'lliD, that to protect these stretches of rivers, it sh;:,ll 
. be the pJliC'.J of the State that no ne:.v da.rns shall be constructed on these stretches, 

and that additional developrr.ent or redevelopment of darns e..nsting on these stretches 
as of the date of this Order shall be designed and executed in a manner t.'1at eit.her 
enhances the significant resource values of these river stretches, or does r..ot 
diminish b.1.eIn; and 

~ ':-_.: .. ',," 

IT Is FURTHER ORDE...'iED, that actions of Executive Departments and Age.Tlcies 
shall be consistent with the pJlicy stated in this Order; and 

IT IS FTJR'IHER ORDERED, that independent regulator.J, quasi -judicial, illld 
judicial agencies shall receive a copy of h1.is Order and are urged to take action 

consistent with it; and . '~/J/J ~ __ +' r1t7ff:::!:::.~ 
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED, that the State Plarming Office, in ~~th :/ 

the Cabinet Corrmi ttee on HydrofGWer Policy, shall survey and assess the adequacy 
of existing legal, regulatory and administrative mechanisms to provide for b.'1e 
use in the best interests of the people, of those river stretches identified as 
having outstanding significance in the "l'l..aine Rivers Study", particularly along· 
the so-called B, C, and D rivers. The Office shall submit a repJrt toget.'1er witl1 
appropriate recamrnendations to t.1-].e GoV2....'l1or not later than December I, 1982; and 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED, that the Office of Energy Resources shall prepare 
an analysis of the need for elec-'-c..ricity generated. by hydror:a-tler to meet dS:IcI:d 
as projected in the Comprehensive Energy Resources Plan for 1990 ruid 2000 , a..-:d 
shall submit such analysis to the Governor no later tc'lall Septe!11ber 1, 1982; a-_G 
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IT IS FTJR'E>-!ER ORDERED, that b'-1e Office of Energy Resources shall prepar2 
a comprehensive plan as envisaged in Sec'-Gon 10 (a) of t.J-:.e Federal Pa;ver Act, 
to be submitted for use be the Federal Energ-J ILpgulatory Commission (FEFC) r 

such plan to include: t.l-J.is Executive Orc.er a..:.-;.d the I:1aine Fivers Study I t.1-}e 
hydropower analysis provided for above, t.'-1e esse.'ltial elements of b'le state',vide 
fisheries plan, and when appropriate, inIorration on action taken pursucu'1t. to 
recomrr,endations to strengt.l-J.en legal, regu.latory and ac1.Llinistrative mechanisms 
relating to use of river resources and t'.;.oj yo protection, and that this plan 
be sub.-rnitted initially to PERC not later w...an Cctober 1, 1982. 

IT IS FUR'E.-JER ORDERED, that this ExP-C'Jtive Order and t.he Maine Fivers Study 
shall be transmitted to the Federal Energy Regulator.! CG.'TI11ission for-, .. .hwit.1-}, 2.:.'1d 
that the Conmission culd its sta£f I when !.-evie-tling hydroFCwer projects in .l-la.i.;.e, 
shall be inforrrcl that this is State FOliey for use of t.l-J.e river stretc...'-1es 
designated in t.rus Executive Order. 

J(,. H ~. BP,Th'N]\..L\! 
Governor 


