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OFFICE OF NO. __ ~4FY~~8~1~(~8~?~ ____ _ 

THE GOVERNOR DATE Septern~~r 21 . 1981 

Kl\.1:(ThTG PUBLIC MEETINGS ACCESSIBLE 'ill THE DISABLED 

~~1iEREAS, thousands of our citizens experience daily some physical 
lL-ritatioDS that restrict their m:Jbility and activities; and 

~'I"HERE.i\S, the seriTices and talents of all citizens fonn a necessary 
segment of our gr~vth potential; and 

~'iHEREAS I barrier-free designs are rrandated by State and Federal laws 
. in all nStl public buildings i and 

w11EREAS, our Maine laws, initiated by the Governor's Corrnni ttee on 
Eiuployrrent of the Handicapped in 1967, are intended to implement the concept 
of physical accessibility in all public accc:rnodatioDSi and 

HHEREAS, this Administration is sensitive to the many advantages of a 
l:::e.:rrier-free environment that would permit our handicapped citizens to rrore 
fully particip3.te in all public affairs i 

New, THEREFORE, I, JOSEPH E~ BRENNAN, Governor of the State of Maine, 
. do hereby order and direct all state agencies in the Executive Branch of 

government to implement· the folla;ving measures to encourage particip3.tion 
of our handicapped citizens in public meetings: 

1. No meeting requiring a public notice conducted under the auspices 
of any State Board, Corrrnission, Department or Agency within the 
Executive Branch shall be held in a location that is not accessible, 
in a manner consistent with the accessibility standards contained 
in 25 NRSA §2702, unless corrtpelling reasons dictate othenvise. 

2. Notice of meetings covered by this Order shall advise persons with 
disabilities to promptly inform those responsible for conducting 
the meeting of their anticipated attendance and the nature of 
their disabilities. 

3. Upon seven (7) days notice of the anticipated attendance of a 
disabled individual, those responsible for conducting the public 
meeting shall provide for qualified interpreter services for the 
hearing impaired and provide essen~ial materials in a form usable 
for the visually impaired as the need may r~~ire. 



4. Sta te agencies shall rrake their barrier-free facilities available 
to other State agencies to fulfill the ptrrp::)ses of this Order. 

5. Complaints of violation of this Order shall be IrE.de in writing to 
the Chairrran, Governor's Co.-rrni ttee on Employment of the Handicapped. 
'fie C1rainnan shall investigate all complaints and rrake recoiTffiendations 
to the C-.overnor. 

~£~ ~EPH • BREh..~ 
vernor 


