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STATE OF MAINE 

Referendum Questions 
(Local Option) 

1952 

To Be Voted Upon at the State Election, 

Monday, September 8, 1952 



CHAPTER 57, SECTION 2, AS AMENDED 

LOCAL OPTION 

Sec. 2. Local option. 1933, c. 300, § 17. 
1935, c. 157. 1937, c. 238, § 4. 1939, c. 177. 
1941, c. 97. 1943, c. 230. 1947, c. 273, § 1; 
c. 322, §§ 1-A, 1-B, 1-C. 1949, c. 349, § 97. 
1951, c. 356, §§ 16, 17. The aldermen of cities, 
the selectmen of towns, and the assessors of plan
tations are empowered and directed to notify 
the inhabitants of their respective cities, towns 
and plantations to meet, in the manner prescribed 
by law for the calling and holding of biennial 
meetings of said inhabitants, for the election of 
senators and representatives, at the time of hold
ing such biennial meeting to give in their votes 
upon the following questions: 

I. Shall state stores for the sale of liquor be 
operated by permission of the state liquor com
mission in this city or town? 

II. Shall licenses be granted in this city or 
town for the sale herein of wine and spirits to be 
consumed on the premises? 

III. Shall licenses be granted in this city or 
town for the sale herein of malt liquor (beer, ale 
and other malt liquors) to be consumed on the 
premises? 

III-A. Shall licenses be granted in this city 
or town for the sale therein of malt liquor (beer, 
ale and other malt liquors) to be consumed on 
the premises of taverns? 

IV. Shall licenses be granted in this city or 
town for the sale herein of malt liquor (beer, ale 
and other malt liquors) not to be consumed on 
the premises? 

Upon receipt of a petition of electors resident 
in that city or town in writing addressed to the 
secretary of state and signed by at least 15% of 
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the number of voters voting for the gubernato
rial candidates at the last statewide election in 
that city or town, which petition shall be filed 
with the secretary of state on or before the 1st 
day of July preceding the day of the biennial 
election, the ballots for that city or town shall 
carry in accordance with the petition any or all 
of the following additional questions: 

V. Shall licenses be granted in this city or 
town for sale therein of wines and spirits to be 
consumed on the premises of part-time hotels 
and clubs? 

VI. Shall licenses be granted in this city or 
town for the sale therein of wine and spirits to 
be consumed on the premises of a club only? 

VII. Shall licenses be granted in this city or 
town for the sale therein of malt liquor (beer, ale 
and other malt liquors) to be consumed on the 
premises of a club only? 

The secretary of state shall prepare and fur
nish to the several cities, towns and plantations 
ballots in manner and form as prescribed in sec
tion 5 of chapter 5 for constitutional amendment 
or other questions, together with all such other 
forms including those for instructions and returns 
as are prescribed in said chapter 5. 

The inhabitants of the several cities, towns 
and plantations shall vote by ballot on said ques
tions, those in favor voting "Yes" on their ballots 
and those opposed "No," and the ballots shall 
be received, sorted, counted and declared in open 
ward, town and plantation meetings and return 
made to the office of the secretary of state in the 
same manner as votes for governor and members 
of the legislature, and the governor and council 
shall canvass the same and the results shall be 
determined as provided in section 52 of chapter 5. 
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If a majority of the votes cast in a city or town 
in answer to question I is in the affirmative, the 
commission may operate therein a state store or 
stores for the sale of liquor for the 2 calendar 
years next following, subject to all provisions of 
law. 

If a majority of such votes in answer to ques
tion II is in the affirmative, the commission may 
issue licenses for the sale therein of wine and 
spirits fm consumption on the premises for the 
2 calendar years next following, subject to all 
provisions of law. 

If a majority of such votes in answer to ques
tion III is in the affirmative, the commission 
may issue licenses for the sale therein of malt 
liquor to be consumed on the premises for the 
2 calendar years next following, subject to all 
provisions of law. 

If a majority of such votes in answer to ques
tion III-A is in the affirmative, the commission 
may issue licenses for the sale therein of malt 
liquor to be consumed on the premises of a tavern 
therein for the 2 calendar years next following, 
subject to all provisions of law. 

If a majority of such votes in answer to ques
tion IV is in the affirmative, the commission may 
issue licenses for the sale therein of malt liquor 
not to be consumed on the premises for the 2 
calendar years next following, subject to all pro
visions of law. 

If a majority of the votes cast in a city or 
town in answer to question V are in the affirma
tive, the commission may issue licenses for the 
sale of wines and spirits to be consumed on the 
premises of part-time hotels and clubs therein 
for the 2 calendar years next following, subject 
to all provisions of law. 

5 



If a majority of the votes cast in a city or town 
in answer to question VI are in the affirmative, 
the commission may issue licenses for the sale 
of wines and spirits to be consumed on the prem
ises of a club only therein for 2 calendar years 
next following, subject to all provisions of law. 

If a majority of the votes cast in a city or town 
in answer to question VII are in the affirmative, 
the commission may issue licenses for the sale 
of malt liquor (beer, ale and other malt liquors) 
to be consumed on the premises of a club only 
therein for the 2 calendar years next following, 
subject to all provisions of law. 

If a majority of such votes cast on question I 
is in the negative, the operation of state stores 
in that city or town for the 2 calendar years next 
following shall be unlawful. 

If a majority of such votes cast on question II 
is in the negative, licenses shall not be issued for 
the sale therein of wines and spirits for con
sumption on the premises for the 2 calendar 
years next following. 

If a majority of such votes cast on question 
III is in the negative, licenses for the sale therein 
of malt liquor to be consumed on the premises 
shall not be issued for the 2 calendar years next 
following. 

If a majority of such votes cast on question 
I II-A is in the negative, licenses shall not be 
issued for the sale therein of malt liquor to be 
consumed on the premises of taverns for the 2 
calendar years next following. 

If a majority of such votes cast on question 
IV is in the negative, licenses for the sale therein 
of malt liquor not to be consumed on the premises 
shall not be issued for the 2 calendar years next 
following. 
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If a majority of the votes cast on question V 
are in the negative, licenses shall not be issued 
for the sale of wines and spirits to be consumed 
on the premises of part-time hotels and clubs 
that operate therein for the 2 calendar years next 
following. 

If a majority of the votes cast on question VI 
are in the negative, licenses shall not be issued 
for the sale of wines and spirits to be consumed 
on the premises of a club only therein for the 
2 calendar years next following. 

If a majority of the votes cast on question VII 
are in the negative, licenses shall not be issued 
for the sale of malt liquor (beer, ale and other 
malt liquors) to be consumed on the premises of 
a club only therein for the 2 calendar years next 
following. 

In case of a tie vote on any of the preceding 
questions, the law shall remain as it was before 
the voting. 

Upon this ballot no other referendum question 
shall be printed. 

135 Me. 134, 244. 

HAROLD I. GOSS, 

Secretary of State 
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