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January 22, 2004

Honorable John Richardson
Honorable David Lemoine
Maine House of Representatives
2 State House Station

Augusta, Maine 04333-0002

Re: Initiated Bill Referral Iésues
" Dear Representatives Richardson and Lemoine:

In response to your questions regarding the timing of the referral of initiated bills -
to voters and the placement of a competing measure on the ballot with the initiated bllls I
have enclosed a copy of Attorney General Opinion 86-8 (dated Apnl 9, 1986). The
opinion concludes that the Legislature may, by joint order,. requu‘e a spemal election at

%he time of the statevgldc primary election in Jupe on any measure subject to a vote of the
MBNTAF uﬂkm’ﬁ%f’“ oA v. £y R Treix a
people aitie.Const. Art, TV, Pt 3,\§ 18(2),4 even tho tho 118 %i;’g wg.&tes that an

mihated ess s enacted without chancre) is to be referred” to the people at the’

ﬁovem er electlo While this opinion was issued some years ago, the reasoning

remains sound and there has been no contrary judicial interpretation, though of course

this is simply the considered view of this Office and the courts may or may not agree.

Also enclosed is a copy of the Opinion of the Justices, 682 A.2d 661 (Me. 1996),
‘concluding that a m{mple maj onty vote of the Leglslamre is sufﬁ.c;ent to put a competmg
"measgrf#on the | Bgﬂ ”’t“wnﬁ an mmated bill when It 1s first sent oLut'”f'qu‘a vote of the )
Peop ),z and; at ‘the 90" "delay in effective date for legisiation that 15 cnacted by less tﬁan a

vvvvv

two- thlr maJonty does not apply because the action of the Leglslature is not an act or
TesoiVe. Because opinions of the justices are advisory in nature, they do not bind the
Court or serve as judicial precedent in the same way as a decision on the merits of a -
litigated case. These opinions represent the views of the Jusuces on the legal issues and

- assumed facts before them. :
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I hope this information is helpful. If you have further questions, please let me
know. ' S | - . ' '

Sincerely,

AMW

G. Steven Rowe
' Attorney General
GSR/dp
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