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G STEVEN ROWE 
ATTORNEY GENERAL 

STATE OF MAINE Telephone: (207] 626-SBOY 
TDD: (207] 626-8865 OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 

6 STATE HOUSE STATION 

AUGUSTA, MAINE 04333-9006 

Honorable John Richardson 
Honorable David Lemoine 
Maine House of Representatives 
2 State House Station 
Augusta, Maine 04333-0002 

January 22, 2004 

Re: Initiated Bill Referral Issues 

Dear Representatives Richardson and Lemoine: 

REGIONAL OFFICES: 

84 HARLOW ST., 2ND FLOOR 

BANGOR, MAINE 04401 
TEL: (207) 941-3070 
FAx: (207) 941-3075 

44 OAK STREET, 4TH FLOOR 
PORTLAND, MAINE 04101-3014 
TEL: (207) 822-0260 
FAx: (207) 822-0259 
TDD: (877) 428-8800 

128 SWEDEN ST., STI!, 2 
CARIBOU, MAINE 04736 
Ta: (207) 496-3792 
FAX: (207) 496-3291 

In response to your questions regarding the timing of the referral of initiated bills -
to voters and the placement of a competing measure on the ballot with the initiated bills, I 

L,'•' V · .• • 

have enclosed a copy of At1:,91J1ey General Opinion 86-8 (dated April 9, 198_6). The -. __ ... ,_ ,.. ... . . . . " 
opinion concludes that the Legislature may, by joint or.o.~r •. require a special election at , 

~~~.£[~7~~~-~~_w._g __ ~;pw_ .. _ ¥)1 ~l_e9ti,0I1_iµ_ Jll£f~-_9P._. any me?LSuri!e su ___ b~~ii_t~_Y?.!~.Rf the.\ 
eo,.,.. 1e·•=-"--'"'·"'·•·=- • 1;, • ·_ •• ye.,.~Qns:t, Art.JV Pt. 3 _ J 8. 2 even tho ·_ • J.J. states that an 
~~-~~;a·~ili~~<~h~g~))~'-~-~·t~-~~r;rr~to·~· ~-;e~P ;~at~e1 

m-mer electiol. While this op1ruon was issued some years ago,. the reasorung 
remains sound and there has been no contrary judicial interpretation, though of course 
this is simply the considered view of this Office and the courts may or may not agree. 

Also enclosed is a copy of the Opinion of the Justices, 682 A.2d 661 (Me. 1996),. 

'::
1:::! ::t sa11t+~rl~fk~~t~-il11~:h~~:t:iJ:t \!}~J{1i1-tJ!1 aotC:~ring 

~R.!91Vt~mt~r9~t~Mey·tn;~ffective ,<~fit~ for '1egislati~n ffi.a."ti; :;r,a.~tid'hy less ~ ~- ~ 
-~o:Uiiids majority does not apply because the action of the Legislature is not an act or 
-~'so'f'.vi. Because opinions of the justices are advisory in nature, they do not bind the 
Court or serve as judicial precedent in the same way as a decision on the merits of a 
litigated case. These opinions represent the views of the Justices on the legal issues and 
assumed facts before them. 
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I hope this information is helpful. If you have further questions, please let me 
know. 

GSR/dp 

Sincerely, 

G. Steven Rowe 
Attorney General 
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