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August 6, 1979

TO: James Henderson, Deputy Secretary of State
FROM: Steven Wright, Assistant Attorney General
Re: ‘Conflicts between P.L. 1979, c. 434 and P.L. 1979, c. 479

On June 14 1979, the Governor approved P.L. 1979, c. 434,
"AN ACT to Clarify the Requirements Relating to Campaign Reports
and Finances." Section 5 of this bill amended 21 MRSA §1397,
sub-§7, first sentence, by adding to that sentence language re-
quiring the Secretary of State to send duplicate campaign finance
report forms to each candidate. Section 6 a zropriated for the
Department of Secretary of State a total of g 21 for fiscal years
1979-80 and 1980-81 to defray the cost of mailing.

On June 20, 1979, the Governor approved P.L. 1979, c. 479,
"AN ACT to Amend the Campaign Finance Law.' Section 2 of this
bill amended 21 MRSA §1397, sub-§7, first sentence (without reference
to P.L. 1979, c. 434) by adding to that sentence language requiring
the Comnission on Governmental Ethics and Election Practices to
send campaign finance report forms to candidatesat least 7 days
prior to the filing date for the report. Section 3 adds a new
sentence at the end of this subsection which provides that failure
to receive the reports mailed out by the Commission does not excuse
anyone from filing. P.L. 1979, c. 479 carries no appropriation.

Both of these acts are effective September 14, 1979, 90 days
after the recess of the ‘Legislature which enacted them. Your
question is whether the Secretary of State or the Commission on
Governmental Ethics and Election Practices will have the statutory
obligation of mailing out campaign finance report forms. We answer
that this responsibility falls to the Commission.

P.L. 1979, c. 479, §2 impliedly repeais P.L. 1979, c. 434,
§$5 to the extent that the two provisions are inconsistent and cannot
stand together.
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While there is a presumption against implied repeals,lif two
statutory provisions are enacted by the same legislative session
and have the same effective date and are ir;eponci&able, then the
provision that was enacted later in time prevails.” Although P.L.
1979, c¢. 479 does not refer to P.L. 1979, c. 434, the Legislature
is presumed to have full knowledge of the body of law with which
it deals at any given point.3 Thus, legislation enacted later that
is inconsistent with that enacted earlier will prevail over the
earlier legislation if the two cannot be given a reasonable
construction allowing both to stand together.

If you have any further questions on this matter, please feel

free to contact me.
‘ =" 1l .
J OZ'ZZJL\_\V”’T

Steven F. Wright
Agsistant Attorney General

7 11A Sutherland, Statutory Construction §§23.09, 23.10 (4th ed.
1974); State v. Londom, 56 Me. 123, 162 K Zd 150 (1960).

2Sutherland, supra, $§23.17.

3Finks v. Maine State Highway Commission (1974) Me., 328 A 2d

791.



