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July 17, 1979

The Honorable Patrick E. Paradis
State Representative

18 Laurel Street

Augusta, Maine 04330

Dear Representative Paradis:

You have orally requested an opinion from this office re-
garding -the statute authorizing, and setting up a procedure
for, amendments to municipal charters, 30 M.R.S.A. sections
1912 et seq. We respond to your specific question as follows:

1. You have asked whether the contents of the documents
which you submitted to us are a part of the Maine Statutes. They
are. (A copy of the documents which you submitted are, as -
labelled, copies of 30 M.R.S.A. section 1914, subsections (2) and
(3); 30 M.R.S.A. section 1912, subsections (3) and (4); section
1914, subsection (4); 30 M.R.S.A. section 1915, introduction and
subsection (2), subsection (3) (B) and subsection (4), introduction
and subparagraph (B); and 30 M.R.S.A. section 1916. As regards
the submitted copies of sections 1914 and 1916, the struck out
portions in these copies are part of the actual statute. (We
attach hereto as Exhibit B copies of the statutory provisions
cited above in their entirety).

2. You have asked our opinion on the question of whether
these sections "take precedence over any local ordinances or
local charxter provisions." While the question is not entirely
free from doubt, our opinion is that the statutory provisions
which spell out a procedure for the adoption, revision or amend-
ment of municipal charters would control over ordinances or charter
provisions in the same area. This position is based on the well-~
settled principle that a municipality is a creature of the
Legislature and is endowed with only such powers as the Legisla-
ture gives it. E.g., State v. Rand, 366 A.2d 183 (Me. 1976);

" Squires v. City of Augusta, 155 Me. 151 (1959); see also, Maine
Constitution, Art. VIII, Pt. 2, section 1. '
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3. You have asked whether the constitutionality of the
submitted section has been tested in the courts, and the answer
to this question is no.

4. The last answer renders an answer to your fourth
question inapplicable.

I trust the above is responsive to your concerns. Please
feel free to contact this office if you have further questions.

Sincercly yours,

RICHARD S. COHEN
Attorney General

RSC:ks.
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. 2. Alternative method, initiative. On the written petition of a numbeg\gf
) voters equal to at least 20% of the number of votes cast in a municipal
at the last gubernatorial election, but in no case less than 10, the
municipal officers shall by order provide that proposed amendments to
the municipal charter be placed on a ballot in accordance with the
procedures set out below.
A. Each amendment shall be limited to a single subject, but more than
one section of the charter may be amended as long as it is germane to
that subject. ‘
B. Alternative statcments of a single amendment are prohibited,
3.

Petition procedure. ' The petition forms shall carry the following legen

in bold lettering at the top of each form on the face thercof.

:‘:UﬂlClpallt}’ of.ooo'o.oooonloovnovnﬁ

oo

Cach of ‘the undersigned voters respectfully reqguests the municipal

i 11

officers to .rovide for the amendment of the municipal charter as sct
out below."

No more than one subject may be 1included in a petition.

In al; other re¢spects the form, content and procedures governing
amcndment petitions shall be the same as provided for charter revision

and adoption petitions under scction 1912, including proccdures relatin

to filing, sufficiency and amendments.

1912. PETITION PRCCEDURE,

3.

Petition procedure. The following procedurc shall be used in the

alternative method set out in subsection 2. (See above)

Yaw

{2

4 . . . . . - . N
. Any E~Ziiiii of the municipality may file with the municipal clern
an affidavit stating they will constitute the petitioners' committce,

circulate vhe petivion and file it in praper form.  The affidavit shell



state the names and addresses of the members and specify the address to

which all notices to the committee are to be sent.

The petitioners® committee may designate additional voters of the
municipality, who are not members of the committee, to circulate the
petition.

Promptly after the affidavit is filed, the clerk shall issue petition
blanks to the committee. E

B. The petition forms shall be printed on papér of uniform size and
may consist of as many individual sheets as are rcasonably necessary.
Petition forms shall be prepared by the municipal clerk at the expense
of the municipality. .

(1) Petition forms shall carry the following }egend in bold lettering
'at the top o each form on the face thercof. (See 1914 - 3) ey
Each signature affixed to a petition shall be in ink or othe¥  indelible
instrument and shall be followed by the plaée of residence cf the voter
with street and number, if any. No petition shall contain any party or
political designation,

(2) The clerk sihall note the dgte of each petition form issued and
all petitions, unless sooner filed, shall become null and void for every

purrose on the 120th day after the date of issue,.

(3) Each petition fcrm shall have printed on its back an affidavit to
be execcuted by the circulator, stating that he personally circulated
the paper, the number of signatures thereon, that all the signatures
were affixed in his pre¢sence, that he believes them to be genuine
signatures of the persons whose names they purport to be, that each
signer has signed no more than one petition, and that cach signer had
an opportunity before signing to read the petition.

{4) Petition forms shall gg assembled as one instrument and filed

at one time with the clerk. The clerk shall note thereon the date of

filing,



L Procedure after filing., Within 20 days after the petition is filed,

the clerk shall complete a certificate as to its sufficiency, specifying,

if it is insufficient, the particulars wherein it is defective, shall
promptly send a copy of the certificate to the petitioners® committee
by mail, and shall file a copy with the municipal officers.

A. A petition certified insufficient for lack of tho required number
of valid'signatures‘may be amended once, if the petitioners' committee

files a notice of intention to amend it with the clexrk within 2 days

after receiving the copy of his certificate.

Within 10 days after the date of filing QE the notice gg intention, the

committee may f£ile a supplementary petition to correct the deficiencies
in the original petition. Such supplementary petition shall in form

and content comply with the requirements for an original petition under

subsection 3.

L)

5]

. Within 5 days after ,the filing of a supplementary petition, the clerk

[44]

hall complete and file a certificate as to its sufficiency in the manner

yrrovided for an original petition.

; .

C. When an c¢riginal or suvplementary petition has been certified

E—

insufficient, the committee may, Within 2 cays after receiving the copy
of the clerk's certificate, £file a request with the municipal officers
for review.

The municipal officers shall inspect the petitions in substantially

the same férm. manner and time as a recount hearing under section 2064
and shall make duc certificate thercof, copies of which shall be filed
with the municipal clerk and mailed to the committee., The certificate

of the municipal officers shall be a final determination of the

Q\iufficiency of the petitions.
D. Any petitions finally detcrmined to be insufficient shall become
null and void and of no further force or effect. Such petitions shall
' be stamped void by the clerk and shall be sealed and retained by the

clerk in the manner required for secret ballots,

-



1914.
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4. Action on petition,

A. Within 10 days of receipt of a report that a petition is sufficient,

B

the municipal officers shall by order provide for a public hearing on

the proposed amendment. The notice of the hearing shall be published

in a newspaper having general circulation in the municipality at least

-y

7 days prior to the hearing, and shall contain the text of the proposed

amendment and a brief explanation. The hearing shall be conducted by
the municipal officers or a committeec appointed by them.

B. Within 7 days after public hearing, the municipal oificers or the

/”committee appointed by them shall file with‘the municipal clerk a report
\\/_ﬁ%ontaining the final draft of the proposed amendment and a written opini
by an attorney admitted to the bar of this State that the proposed
—%b amendment is not in cqpflict w;th the general laws or the Co;;titution.

In the case of a committée report, a copy shall be filed with the
municipal officers.

C. On all petitions filed more than 120 days prior to the end of the
current municipal year, the municipal officers shall order the proposed
anendrnent to be submitted to the voters at the next regular or special
municipal election held within said year after the £iling of the final
report. If therc is no such election to ke held kefore the end of the
current nmunicipal year, the municipal officers shall ordcr a special
clection to be held before the end of the current municipal year for
the purposes of voting on‘the proposed amendment. Unrelated charter
amendments shall be sﬁbmitted to the vcters as separate questions.
Where the municipal officers, with the advice of an attorney, determine
that it is not practical to print the proposed amendment on the ballot

and that a summary would not misrepresent the subject matter of the

proposed amendment, the municipal officers shall include in the order

a summary of the proposcd amendment and instruction to the clerk to

AJ



.include on the ballot the summary in lieu of the text of the proposed

amnendment.

SUBMISSION TO VOTERS

R

The method of votihg at municipal elections when-'a question relating

to a ehavtew wevisier, a charter adoption Or a charter amendment is
involved shall be in the manner prescribed for municipal elections

under sections 2061 to 2065, even though the municipality has not

accepted the provisions of section 2061.

LN }

Charter amendment.

In the case of a charter amendment the guestion to be submitted to

the voters shall be in substance as follows:.
"53hall the municipality approve the charter amendment reprinted
(summarized) below?" — -

L L ad

Voter Information ‘

W

e

. In the case of a charter amendment, at least g‘weeks prior to the

rl

ate of "he election the municipal officers shall causc the proposed

amendment arc any sumnary thereof to be printed, shall make copies

availlable to the voters in the clerk's office and shall post the

anendment and any summary thereof in the same manner that proposed

ordinances are posted.

Effecctive Date

If a majority of the ballots cast on any question under subsections

¥ or 2 favor acceptance, the new charter, eharter wevisiten or charter

’

Jamendment becomes effective as provided below, provided the total number

{/of votes cast for and against the question equals or exceeds 30% of the
I : o .

. | total votes cast in the municipality at the next previous gqgubgrnatorial
i -y

4“~V1 .
b
Fad

; ‘ (

\‘election. [we~

R} N
B. Charter amendments adopted by the voters shall become cffcctive on
the first day of the next succeeding municipal year or on a date

L]



91¢G.

" determined by the municipal officers, whichever occurs first.

RECORDING

Within 3 days after the reSults of the election have been declared,
the municipal clerk shall prepare and sign triplicate certificates
setting forth any charter that has beecn adopted or revised and any
charter amendment approved. One certificate shall be recorded in the
office of the Secretary of State, one certificaté'shg;l be deposited

in the Law and Legislative Reference Library and one certificate shall

be deposited in tﬁé office of the municipal clerk,
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Exhibit B

Ch. 201-A

30 §1912 MUNICIPALITIES Title 30 :
\ 3. Polition procedure, The [ollowing procedure shall be e )
J uscd in the alternative method set out in subsection 2, i ‘
A. Any 5 voters of the municipality may file with the mu- - \
nicipal clerk an affidavit stating they will constitute the pe- i .
titioners’ committee, circulate the petition aand lile it in b
proper form, The affidavit shall state the names and ad- A d P
dresses of the members and specify the address to which all ree tion is fil
notices to the committee are to be sent. by cieney, sp
The petitioners’ committce may designate additional voters , s ‘,“"_f‘*“"f“‘
of the municipality, who are not members of the committee, Fr 1’““,‘?,“""
to circulate the petition. v municipal
Promptly alter the alfidavit is filed, the clerk shall issue pe- L A
tition blanlks to the committee, ) :‘.‘:.”‘L
on
B. The petition forms shall be printed on paper of uniform 5 with
sice and may consist of as many individual sheels as ave ik certil
reasonably necessary., Petition forms shall be prepared by i Wil
the municipal clerk at the expense of the municipality. " i
(1) Petition forms shall carry the following legend in ", Corre
bold lettering at the top of cach form on the face there- v plen
of, b the s
Munlupﬂhty()f.................... ‘,. 3
{ .
“Bach of the undersigned voters rcspec.t,fuuy requests ! L
the municipal officers to establish a Charter Commis- L ‘.’
sion for the purpose of revising the Municipal Charter i 'xofng
~ or preparing a New Municipal Charvter,” x Suthy
Each signature alfixed to a petition shall be in ink or f (_"" |
~ other indelible instrument and shall be followed by the ¢ verti
_ place of residence of the voter with street and pumber, o "',‘.’ b
il any, No petition shall contain any party or political i with
designation, ! The
(2) The clerk shall note the date of cach petition form : ““l: ‘
issued and all petitions, unless sooner filed, shall be- 1 thle
come null and void for every purpose on the 120th day , vl '.'I'
alter the date of issue. , e
(3) Each petition form shall have printed on its back ‘ the |
an affidavit to be executed by the circulator, stating
that he personally civculated the paper, the number of . 1. .
signatures thercon, that all the signatures were affixed i bec
in hic presence, that he believes them 1o be genuine sig- ¥ sucl
Juatures of the persons whose names they purport to be, g ‘.‘”““
that cach signer has signed no more than onc petition, I for ;
32 I
:
i
L’ .
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Ch. 201-A - HOME RULE 30 §1912

and that each signer had an opportunity before signing
to read the petition, '

(4) Petition forms shail be assemblled as one instru-
ment and filed at one time with the clerk.  The clerk
shall note thercon the date of filing,

4. Procedure after filing, Within 20 days after the peti-
tion is filed, the clerk shall complete a certificate as to its suffi-
ciency, specifying, if it is insufficient, the particulars wherein it
is defective, shall promptly send a copy of the certilicate to the
petitioners’ committee by mail, and shall file a copy with the
municipal officers,

A. A petition certified insufficient for lack of the required
number of valid signatures may be amended once, if the pe-
titioners' committee [iles a notice of intention to amend it
with the clerk within 2 days after receiving the copy of his
certificate,

Within 10 days after the date of filing of the notice of in-
tention, the committee may file a supplementary petition to
correct the deficiencics in the original petition, Such sup-
plementary petition shall in form and content comply with
the requirements for an original petition under subscclion
3.

B, Within 5 days after the filing of a supplementiay poti-
tion, the clerk shall complete and file a certificale as to ifs
sufficiency in the manner provided for an original petition,

C. When an original or supplementary petition has been
certified insufficient, the commitice may, within 2 days aft-
er receiving the copy of the clerk’s certificate, flle a request
with the municipal officers for review,

The municipal officers shall inspect the petitions in substan-
tially the same form, manner and time as a recount heaving
under section 2064 and shall make duc certificate thereof,
copies of which shall be filed with the municipal clerlc and
mailed to the committee. The certificate of the municipal
officers shall be a final determination of the suffliciency of
the petitions,

D. Any petitlons {inally determined to be insufficient shall
become null and void and of no further force or effect,
Such petitions shall be stamped void by the clerk and shall
be sealed and retained by the clerk in the manner required
for secret ballots,

33
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30 § 1914

der the proposed amendment to be placed on a ballot at the next
regular municipal clection held not less than 30 days alter the
order is passed; or they may order a special election 1o be held
not less than 30 days from the date of the order for the purpose
of voting on the proposed amendments.,
A. Lach amendment shall be limited to a single subject,
but more than one section of the charter may be amended
as long as it is germane Lo that subject, ;
B. Alecrnative statements of a single amendment are pro-
hibited,

MUNICIPALITIES Title 30

2.  Allernative mothod, initintive. On the writlen petition
ol o number ol voters equal 10 al feast 20%¢ of the number of
voles cast in a munieipality at the last gubernatorial clection, but
in no case less than 10, the municipal officers shall by order pro-
vide that proposed amendments to the municipal charter be
placed on a ballot in accordance with the procedures set out be-
low.

A, IEach amendment shall be limited (o a single subject,

but more than one section of the charter may be amended as

long as it is germane Lo that subject.

B. Alternative bmtomentb of a single amendment are pro-

hibited,

3, Retilion procedure. The petition forms shall carry the
following legend in bold letlering ot the top of cach form on the
face thereof,

‘ Municipality of . oo ovii i,

“Ilach of the undersigned voters vespectfully vequests the
municipal officers to provide for the amendment of the munici-
pal charter as set out below.”

No more than one subject may be included in a petition.

In all other respects the form, content and procedures governing
amendment petitions shall be the same as provided tor charter
revision and adoption petitions under scction 1912, including
procedures relating to filing, sufficiency and amendments.

4,  Action on potilion,

A, Within 10 days of receipt of a report that a petition is
sufficient, the municipal officers shall by order provide for
a public hearing on the proposed amendment. The notice of
the hearing shall be published in a4 newspaper having gener-
al circulation in the municipality at least 7 days prior to the

38
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Ch. 201-A HOME RULE 30 §1914
hearing, and shall contain the text of the proposcd amend-
ment and a brief explanation. The hearing shall be con-

ducted by the municipal officers or a committee appointed
by them,

B. Within 7 days after public hearing, the municipal offi-
cers or the commitice appointed by them shall file with the
municipal clerk a report containing the {inal draft of the
proposed amendment and a written opinion by an attorney
admitted to the bar of this State that the proposcd amend-
ment is not in conflict with the general Jaws or the Constitu-
tion. In the case of a committee report, a copy shall be
filed with the municipal officers.

C, On all petitions filed more than 120 days prior to the
end of the current municipal year, the municipal officers
shall order the proposed amendment to be submitted to the
voters at the next regular or special municipal election held
within said year after the filing of the final report, 1If
there s no such clection to be held before the end of the
current municipal year, the municipal officers shall ovder a
special election to Le held belore the end of the current mu-
nicipal year for the purposes of voting on the proposed
amendment. Unrelated charter amendments shall be sub-
mitted to the voters as separate questions,

Where the municipal officers, with the advice of an attorney,
determine that it is not practical to print the proposed amendment.
on the ballot and that a summary would not misrepresent the
subject matter of the proposed amendment, the municipal offi-
cers shall include in the order a summary of the proposed
amendment and instruction to the clerk to include on the ballot
the summary In licu of the text of the proposed amendment.,

1969, ¢, 663; 1971, ¢, 362, §§ 1 Lo 4, off. May 28, 1971; 1973, ¢,
304; 1973, ¢, 388, § 1 1976, ¢, 329, § 6.

Historloal Noto

The first pavagraph of subsee. 1,

*G0" and added 5 o they may ovder
ar enacted by Jaws 1000, e, H03,

vendd:

“{, Munloipal offlcors. 'I'he mu-
nieipal officers mny determine that
amendments to the munieipnl eharter
nre necossnry and, by order, provide
that sueh propmsd sumendmoents be
plreed on i hallol at the next veguture
municipul clection hield not less than
G0 days after sueh order s pussed,”

In the flrst paragraph of subsee, 1,
the 1071 Act substituted 30" for

39

n specind election to e held not loss
than 30 dnyn from the date of the op-
der for the purpose of voltlng on the
proposed  amendments”,  Sald paea-
graph was reponied nnd veplaced by
Laws 1T, ¢ 304 and the 10970 Act
snhatituted  “should  be  considered”
for "are neeessary™ b the Flest s
tenee.

In par. A of subseen, 1 and 2, the
7L amendatory aet subatituted '
but wore than one section of the



30 §1914

charter may be amended as long as iU
_ is germane Lo that subjeet” Lov *“aat-
] e,

In kubree 8, the J071 Act ropoaled
and  repliced  the  third  seatence,
which prior thereto vend: “No more
thun one single proposed wmendiaent
iy be plieed o any jpotition,”

Subseetion «f, a5 chacted by Laws
1069, ¢, DU, rond;

“4, Action on potition

YA, Wilhln 30 days of recaipt of
arepovt that a petition i suffi-
cient, the municipul officers shall
by order provide for a public hear-
ing on the proposed nendioent,
Pl psoticy of tha beaving shindl e
posted, al Joust 7 duys prlor Lo the
hearving, in the sine way that ordi-
nances uve ponted, and shall con-
tuln tho  text  of  the  propored
wnendinent wnd o beiel explane.
tlon, 'Ihe hearing shall o con-
ducted by the municipal officers or
o connunlttee appolnted by thom,
Tha  hearkng way  be  adjowred
Lromy thao W thue without Lurthor
noatlee.

“B. Within 7 days after finnl ad-
Jonrmnent of the publie hearing
the wandelpnd offleers o the coine
wmiitee appolnted by them shall flle
with the wmualcipul clerk u veport
contuining the final deafy of the
praposed amoendimnent aud a writton
oplulon by an attorney admitted to
thesbar of this State that the pro-

MUNICIPALITIES Title 30

posed ovdinance s not in confliet
with the goeneral laws o the Con-
stitution, 1o the cease of u connnit-
tee report, a copy shntl be filed
with tho munieipul officers,

“C, Upon the fillng of tho finad re-
port, Lhe anuaielpnl offleers shnll
order the propossd winendient o
be subiultted o the volers at the
next vegulue or spocial nmnicipal
olection held ab Jeast G0 duys afier
the filing of tho final veport,  tin-
vehited  charter anendments shall
be submitted to the voters as sepus
vate (uestions,”

submeetion 4 was repeaded aad re-

plnead by the SO7L smendutorvy wel,

Laws 1074, ¢, 388 vepealed and ve-

placed  par, € of wsubsee, 4, which
prior thereto vond:

“C,  Upon the filbgg of the il
veport, tho munleipul ofticers xhnll
order tho proposed awmendment to
be subnnitted to the voters at the
noxt vegulue or speetnl municipal
olection  held  pol more Hhing G0
duys aftor the fling of the finl
veport, 1 there iy no such election
to bo held within that thoe, the
munlelpid  offlcers shndl order o
specint election o Lo hald within
that thmo for the purpose of voling
on the proposed amendinent, Uare
Inted chnvter amendients xhall be
subimltied (o Lho votors as Heparale
guustivig,”

Library Roforonoos

Mundcipul Corporations G=44,

§ 1915, Submission to voters

Cudo8. Munlelpul Corporntions § 88
[UARSLTN

The method of voting at municipal eclections when a ques-
tion relating to a charter revision, & charter adoption or a char-
ter amendment is involved shall be in the manner prescribed for
municipal elections under sections 2061 Lo 20695, even though the
municipality has not accepted the provisions of scction 2001,

1. Charter revision or adoption, In the cuse of a churter
revision or a charter adoption the question to be submitied o the
voters shall be in substance as follows:

“chall the municipality approve the (charter revision) (new
charter) recommended by the charier commission?”
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TG Title 30
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30 §1915

2. Charter amendment. In the case of a charter amend-
ment the question 1o be submitted to the voters shall be in sub-
stance as follows:

“Shall the municipality approve the charter amendment re-
printed (summarized) below?"

3. Votor information.

A. In the case of a charter revision or charter adoption, at
lcast 2 weeks prior to the date of the clection the municipal
officers shall cause the final report of the charter commis-
sion to be printed, shall make copies available to the voters
in the clerk’s office and shall post the report in the same
manner that proposcd ordinances are posted.

B. In the case of a charter amendment, at least 2 weeks
prior to the date of the election the municipal officers s<hall
cause the proposcd amendment and any summary thercof to
be printed, shall make copies available to the voters in the
clerk's office and shall post the amendment and any sum-
mary thereof in the same manner that proposed ordinances
are posted,

4, Iffcctive date, If a majority of the ballots cast on any
question under subscctions 1 or 2 favor acceptance, the new
charter, charter revislon or charter amendment becomes effee-
tive as provided below, provided the total number of votles cast
for and against the question cquals or exceeds 30% of the total
votes cast in the municipality at the next previous gubernatorial
clection.

A, Charter revisions or new charters adopwed by the vot-
ers shall become effective immediately but only for the pur-
pose of conducting necessary clections, oltherwise charter ve-
visions and new charters become effcctive on the first dny
of the next succeeding municipal year,

B. Charter amendments adopted by the voters shall be-
come effective on the first day of the next succeeding mu-
nicipal year or on a date deiermined by the municipal offi-
cers, whichever occurs {irst.
1969, ¢, 663; 1971, c. 544, § 104; 1973, ¢. 388, § 2.

Historloal Noto

The 1071 Act, in the flrat sentence 4B, Charter nmendinents adopt-
of subsee, 4, subatituted "subreetions” by the voters shall hecome offee-
for “subsection” and huserted “or 20, tive Inunedintely,”

The 1073 amendatory nct repenled
and replneed par, B oof subree, 4,
which prior thereto read:

Ch. 201-A HOME RULE
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Library Roforoncoes

C.J.5, Muaicipal Corporutions § 88
el suy,

Municipal Covporatious C=40,

§ 1916, mecording

Within 3 days after the results of the election have been de-
clared, the municipal clerk shall prepare and sign triplicate cer-
tificales setiing forth any charter that has been adopted ov re-
vised and any charter amendment approved, One certificate
shall be recorded in the office of the Secretary of State, one cer-
tificate shall be deposited in the Law and Legislative Reference
Library and one certificate shall be deposited in the office of the
municipal clerk.

1969, ¢. 663; 1971, ¢. 307; 1971, ¢. 480,
eff, March 15, 1972,

§ 9, 1971, ¢ 622, § 96,

Historioal Noto

Thin scection, as cuucled by Laws
1064, ¢, HU3, rend;

CAH chnrter rovisions, now  chas
ters il chavter aunendients  shall,
within 4 duys after the results of the
eleetion have been deelnred, he corti-
fied Ly the clerk und o cortified copy
thereof forthwith flled In the office

Iamwe 1071, ¢ QUT reponled and re-
pluced Lhis seetlon,

Laawn 971, ¢ 480, wllhout refop-
e to the ropoud il replancancnt
by Laws 1071, ¢ 07, substituled
Yaad Jagisintive Reforonco” for “Soe-
ton of the Muluo Stute”,

Laws 1071, ¢, G22 vepealed nnd re-
placed thin section o consolidinto the
offects of Laws 1071, ¢, JOT aud 480,

of the Secretary of State, p copy de-
posited In the Law Scction of the
Malne Stale Libravy, and a copy ves
vord(:d in thoe munieipul clerk's of-
fice)!

1917. ordinance, power limited

Any municipality may, by the adoptlion, amendment or re-
peal of ordinances or bylaws, excrcise any power or [unction
which the Legislature has power to confer upeon it, which is not
denied either expressly or by clear implication, and excrcise any
power or function granted to the municipality by the Constitu-
tion, general law or charter. No chunge in the composition,
mode of election or terms of office of the legislative body, the
mayor or the manager of any municipality may be accomplished
by bylaw or ordinance,

1069, ¢. 6GY.

Law Roviow Commontaries

Contrnet  zoning:  IMexible  weehe
nigque  for protecting wandelpulition,
&L Mulne Lektov, 203 (1072),
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