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lnter~Pepartrncntal Memorandum Date_N_a_y_6.__._J.__2_l_J _____ _ 

To H. Sawin Millett, _Jr_., ,Commissioner Dept. Education a 1 & Cu 1 tu r a 1 Services 

From Waldemar G. Buschmann, As_si£tant Dept. Attorney General 
Attorney General 

Subject "George M. Briggs Fund" 

The following is the result of an oral request for an inter­
pretation of the language contained in the "Georg~ M. Briggs Fund" as 
established under his will dated April 24, 1939, (Appendix A.) 

FACTS: 

Washington County Vocational-Technical Institute has applied 
to the Economic Development Administration of the U.S. Department of 
Commerce for a $1,050,000 grant to establish a marine trades education 
center in Eastport. The Administration indicates that it will approve 
the grant; final approval is not expected until mid-May, 1977. 

A $450,000 local matching grant is being solicited from private 
corporations, foundations, and individuals. The plan is to use a 
local matching grant to purchase a desirable site, presently under 
option, which has an appraised value of $450,'000. 

ihe f~deral funds will be used to renovate and equip existing 
buildings at the Eastport site. The proposed site, owned by the 
Development Credit Corporation of Maine, can be purchased for $330,000. 
Written and verbal pledges in the amount of $231,000 have been received. 

To help close the gap in the local matching fund, it is requested 
that the State Board of Education grant up to $90,000 from the "George 
M. Briggs Fund'' toward the purchase of the Eastport site for the 
Marine Trades Education Center. 

QUESTION: 

Would it be proper for the State Board of Education at its 
May 11th, 1977, meeting to approve the use of up to $90,000 from the 
"George M. Briggs Fund" to supplement the proposed federal grant for 
the Marine Trades Education Center at Eastport? (Appendix B.) 

ANSWER: 

Yes. "The George M. Briggs Fund," as set forth in his will 
dated April 24, 1939, states that "Th·e Commissioner of Education, or 



H. Sawin Millett, Jr. ,.. 2 - May 6, 1977 

his successors in said office," (the present Commissioner of Educational 
and Cultural Services) shall disburse the income from the fund for 
"special purposes" in the field of vocational education. 11 Such special 
purposes" must "first meet the approval of a majority of the State 
Board of "Education." The fund must be used "with the view of enabling 
the young people of Maine to be qualified to become self-supporting 
and useful citizens of the State." 

The above guidelines will be met if the State Board authorizes 
the use of the money in the "George M. Briggs Fund 11 as requested. 
First, the money will be disbursed for the purposes of vocational 
education as required under the terms of the fund. Second, the goal 
of the Marine Trades Education Center in Eastport will be to educate 
the youth of Maine in the skills necessary to earn a living in the 
coastal communities of Maine. 

It is my opinion that the special purpose use of the George M. 
Briggs Fund, proposed by WCVTI, would be within the guidelines identified 
in George Brigg's will. 

At_tachments - 2 

WGB:va 

Waldemar G. Bu-s'chmann 
Assistant Attorney General 
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Slate of Haine 
Department of EducaUonDl and Cultural Services 

Augusta 

To: Nembers of the State Board of Education 

F'rom: H, Sawin ·Millett, Jr. 1 Commissioner 

May ll, 197} 

Subject: Request Authorization to Use the Briggs Fund to Supplement the 
. }'roposed Federa1 G1.1nt for the :Marine Education Center at 

Eastport 

We are requesting authorization to use $90,000 from the Briggs Fund to 
supplement the proposed fr~ckr0l grant for the Marine Education Cc-:nter at: 
Eastport, 

Background 

Washington County Vocational--Technical Institute has applied to the 
Econonic Development Administn1tion of the U. S, Department of Commerce for 
a $1,050,000 grant to establish a Marine Trades Education Center at Eastport. 
The EDA indicates that it will approve the grant, but final approval is not 
expected until mid-May, 

A $~50,000 local matching grant is being solicited from private corpora­
tions, foundations, and indiviclu2ls. The plcn is to use the local matching 
grant to putchase a desirable site, prcsent1y under option, which l1as an 
appraisal value of $450,000, 

The federal funds will be used to renovate and equip existing .buildings 
at: the Eastport: rdtr•. The proposed site, owned by the Development Credit 
Corpon1Uon of Nrdne, can lH' purclwsec1 for $330,000. Wdtten p1c:dges in the 
amount of $201,000 h3ve been receivec1. Verbal pledges have been made for an 
additional $30,000. 

To help close the gap jn the local rn8tching func1 it is 1equcstcd that 
the State Board of Education grant to thh: projccl $90,000 from the George 
Brlr,gs Trllst to be transfc'.rrccl to the cscrov! ciccotmt of Fcnl:on, Griffin, 
Ch::tpm,:n, Burrill (aEent account num!Jcr 176 80] 1581 L1) towanl pu1ch[lSC of 
the Eastport s:i.t:e for the i'l,,rinc T1·c1dcs E(luc<1t:ion Center, 

'J'o be c11,1\rn upon by the Cor,nniss:io!lc1· of Ecluccit:ion for such r~pcc:iti1 r,ur-­
po,,c:; :1c; m,1y fju:L 1rc:ct thC' ,1p1n-uv,11 of Lhe m:ijoi-Jty of the St,,tc Bo,nd of 
1,;c1uc<1L1c1n, ,:5th Ll vie'\{ of ctwb]in[; thr• yc:>u11f, pcwp]c of Maine• lo be qualific·cl 
to l,l·cc,n:,· i,,,J f-,:\!i1 porting micl u,:c·ful cit L<cn:: of the• St,dr,. 



Wdt ten Plcdgc~3. 

Private Individuals 

Private Foundations 

Corporations 

Verbal. Plect~s 

Private Individuals 

$ 66,000 

120,000 

Sho1.·t Fall 

$201,000 

_3O,_0Q_()_ 
231,000 

_330 )000 

$ 99,000 

I recommend that the State Board of Education approve up to $90,000 from 
the Briggs Fund to supplement the proposed federal grant for the Marine Ecluca-­
tion Center at Eastport. 


