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:May 4, 19'/7 

IIonora1)le James F. \'iTilfong 
Hour;;e of Representatives 
St;,·l:e r:ouse 
All<J u :, ta, f,la ine 

Dc0r R(':!prc,sentative Wilfong: 

DEi 1 IJ·1 Y /, I ·i-01~!·~ EY ~_; C, [I l c.::. t..,t_ 

This responds to your rcqu0st for an opinion as to 
\'lhcther ihe provisions of 17 M.R.S .A. § 2253 ci.pply to nuclc.1-r 
'l'lc1s t.cs 1·1he l:her in sol id or liquid form. 1·le belic,ve that the 
pruvi:,ions of § 2253 do apply to nuclear wastes wh(";l:hcr in 
solid or liquid form and prohibit the importation of such 
wastes into the State for disposal. 

The pertinent provisions of 17 M.R.S.A. § 2253 are as 
follows: 

"As used in this section, 'waste matter' 
means garbage, refuse, solid or liquid 
waste, ashes, rubbish, industrial and 
co~nercial waste, and all other refuse of 
every description, whether loose, in con
tainers, compacted, baled, bundled or 
otherwise. 

"No person, £inn, corporation or other 
legal entity shall deposit, or cause or 
permit to be deposited, any waste matter in 
any structure or on any land within the 
State, which waste matter originated outside 
the State. 

"~·:othing in this section shall be construed 
to 1 · ohibi t the l:ranspor ta tion of ,·:as te ma ttcr 
into the State for use as a raw material for 
the production of new commodities which are 
not waste mattei as defined, or for use to 
produce energy for use or sale. 
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Hon. James F'. 1'lilfong 
PdljC 2 
May 4, 1977 

1!1'lhoover ,.,hall violate this :3cction ,-;h,d.l 
be punishe:!d by a fine of not lc:;s L-.lFm $200 
nor more than $2,000 for eRch viol~tion. Each 
day that such violation conl~.innc~:.3 or exi:3ts 
shall constitul:e a sepc1rate offense." 

The answer to your question requires determination as Lo 
·whether the definition of ''waste rnatter 11 in the first pcU:C1.(j:Cc1.ph 
of Lhis section extends to nucle.::tr Wi.lstes. The definition is 
clearly intended to be all encompassing. Under that definition 
nuclear wastes would be covered under the term ''solid or liquid 
waste. 11 Furthc~r, nuclear wastes in most circumstances ,;,,ould be 
covered under the term "industrial and commercial waste." In 
addition, nuclear wastes would certainly be covered under the 
term "other refuse of every description. . . . 11 'rhus, the 
terms of this section are certainly all encompassing. No 
intent to exclude nuclear wastes is expressed or can be 
implied. The only w~stes which are excluded -ire those being 
deposited on property within the State as of January 1, 1970, 
by firms bordering the State as provided in the last para~ 
graph of the section. 

I hope-this information is helpful. 

Sincerely, 

JOSEPH E. BRENNnN 
,A.tto;r;ncy General 


