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JOSEPH E. BRENNAN·. 

ATTORNEY GENERAL 

RICHARD S. Co1iEN 

JOIIN M. R. PATERSON 
DONALD G. ALEXANDER 

STATE OF MAINE 

DEr~Ii~MENT · oF T.HE ArTo.RNEY GENE~AL 

. :AUGUSTA, MAINE 04333 
~ .. . . . . ' . 

. Honor ab le Thoma-~ M. Tea.gue .. 
House of Representatives· .. 
state House 
Augusta, Maine· 

Dear Repres :::!nta tive Teague: 

DEPUTY ATTORNEYS GENERAL 

We are responding to your request for an opinion of- this 
offic-~ concerning referendum procedu~es include_d in•·1egislation 
designed to supplement L.D. 681.· The purpose of this legislation 
is to create the Kennebec utilities District to be composed of· _ 
the municipalities of waterv'itle, Winslow, Fai~field, Benton and 
vassa lborO ( the la_t ter for lit:ni ted purposes only). The legislation 

·provides that it shall be submitted to the legal voters of the 
towns of ]?airfield, Be_nton and Vassalboro and to the city Council 
of Waterville and_ the Town Council of Winslc:w for referendum ·purposes·. 
Your question ·is:· ~-,. .~ · 

"What.would.happen under the terms of the 
referendum .. clause if one of the member 
m~nicipalities of the Distri6t voted against. 
accepting the_ legislation creating the 
District?" · 

. rt is · our opinion that. reject.ion o{ the formation of the. .. 
District by one of the proposed member muni<::ipalities would prevent 
the legislation from.taking· effect and would prevent formation of 
the District. The referendum clause provides for presentation of 
the referendum question to.the appropriate legislative body of each 
of the municipalities individually rather than to the voters of the.· 
pr.oposed District as a whole. The clause also contains the statement; . 
"This Act· shall take effect for all° the purposes hereof immediately . 
upon· acceptance by the rriunicipali ties of Waterville, Winslow, Fairfield, 
Benton and Vassalboro;. • ~ ·• 11 The section alqo provides for resubmission 
.of tli.e question ~o the ·appropriate legislative. body if· the quest.t_on is 
·not app;roved _hy a suffic.ient number o~ the voters at the ·first 1 . .- · ·•._ · 

presentation. since the legisla_tion clearly intends that all of the 
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named niu__nicipali ties 
th~re ___ i~ .no pr_ovision 
of. a ·smaller d{strict 

· m~ni~~palities i~ject 
rejection by even one 
of· the ·Distrfct .. 

be foembers·· .of the District arid since 
"in the le.gislation for· ·estapl{shment 
if one ·or· more of. the propo~ed memb~r
the legislation, it is clear that · _ · 
municipalit·y wiil. prevent creat.ion.· 

- We trust the foregoing information.will be helpful 
to yol?,. 

Sincerely, - · ·. -· .·• 

~~~~ 
~p;f~--- BRENNAN 
orney General -

~EB:we· 
,. 

. :-


