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JOSEPH E. J3HENNAN 

AT"J:ORNEY GENERAL 

RICHAHD s. COHEN 
JOIIN M. R.PATEHSON 

DONALD G. ALEXANDER 

DEPUTY ATTORNEYS GENERAL 

STATE OF MAINE 

DEPARTMENT OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 

AVGUSTA, MAINE 04333 

Honorable Thomas Teague 
House of Repres~ntatives 
State House 
Augusta, Maine 04333 

Dear Representative Teague: 

April 7, 1977 

This ·responds to your request for answers to various questions 
relative to the proposed line item budget format for SAD #49. 
On February .28, 195&, the State Board of Education adopted the federal 
system of "Financial Accounting for Local and State School Systems." 
Pursuant to 20 MRSA, section 102, sub-section 8, the Commissioner of 
Educational and Cultural Services has requ±red that the school officers 
of SAD #49 keep a financial record book in the form adopted by the 
State Board on February· 28, 1958. The annual fiscal report made by 
SAD #49's officers to the Dep~rtment must be in a~cordance with the 
federal syste~. Without going thiough the specific questions asked 
·in your recent request it is my opinion th~t specifi6 items must b~ 
located under specific lines as prescribed by the f~nancial accounting 
system adopted by the State Board of Education. 

One of the questions asked was whether telephone service.could 
be included as a part of "Other Administrative Expenses?" The 
answer would be no since telephone expenses would be listed within 
the 600 series of the financial accounting system under line item 
640, "Utilities, Except Heating for Buildings~" Administrative expenses 
are within the 100 series and do not include expenses identified by 
the federal system ·as being within another accounting series. A 
complete explanation of how the federal system is set.up would be 
too lengthy for me to try to ~over in this letter. A copy of the 
federai handbook should be available in the Superintendent's office 
or i~ the Department of Educational and Cultural Services • 

WGB:va 

. I hope this ii:iforma tion is helpf uL 
Respectfully yours, 

;)!A-~~ {(.g?...~. ( 
Waldemar G. Buschmann 
Assistant Attornei General 


