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ter responds to your orzl reguest for an opinion of
ice on the following guesIion:

"Would the provisions of 2.i. 1977,
Chapter 5, allow the Counts:
build a new jail on land which has
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mile from the old York Ccunty Jail
site?"

answer to your question is aZfirmative for the reasons

Authorization to raise and expend money for construction of a
new county jail was given to York County by P. & S.L. 1973, c.
79. Section 1 of that chapter provided that the new jail was
". . .to be located on county-owz=d property adjacent to the
pressnt county jail." This provision was amended first by

S.L. 1975, c. 144, §2. The amend—=ent among other things, de-
leted the words "adjacent to the present county jail" so
‘that the only requirement was that the jail be located on
county-owned property. '

r‘.

Tha legislation referred to in ydur guestion, P. L. 1977, c.
5, amends 30 MRSA § 302, first ssntence. Section 302 had
providad that "The county commissioners shall not remove a
‘county building in the shire town or erect a new one instead
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of it more than 1/2 mile from ths former location without first
giving notice of their intentions. . .® and conducting an elec-
tion upon the question. The effect of P. L. 1977, c. 6, is to

-eliminate the restriction concerning removal or construction

more than 1/2 mile from the previous site. As 30 MRSA § 302

presently reads, the county commissioners may construct a new
county building without the notice and election provisions
applying, so long as the bulldv“g is located within the shire
town. Chapter 6 was enacted on z2n emergency basis and approved
by the Governor on February 17, 1977. The amendment is present-

ly eFfectlve

We note that Alfred is the shire town of York County. Therefore,
since the county commissioners are not limited by the enabling
legislation and since P. L. 1977, c. 5, would allow construction
of the county jail within the Town of Alfred, it is our opinion
that these provisions would permit the county to build a new

jail on land purchased by the county within the Town of Alfred
even though that property is located more than 1/2 mile from

the old York County Jail.

Sincerely,

OSZPE E. BRENNAN
Attorney General .
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