
 
MAINE STATE LEGISLATURE 

 
 
 

The following document is provided by the 

LAW AND LEGISLATIVE DIGITAL LIBRARY 

at the Maine State Law and Legislative Reference Library 
http://legislature.maine.gov/lawlib 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reproduced from scanned originals with text recognition applied 
(searchable text may contain some errors and/or omissions) 

 
 



. . 

Honorable Judy c. ~any 
House of Representatives 
state House 
Augusta, i~ine 04333 

De.ar Representative I~ny: 

A-cc".'r;,J ~a.,-/c., ,~., 
1, .. : 

M:lrch 25, 1977\ · 

f . 

J.l ( j 

You have asked for an oplnion of this office on the question 
of the public nature of working sessions of the Reapportionment 
Commission. The question is reviewed in light of the provisions of 
the Maine Freedom of Access Ii:lw, 1 M.R.S .A. § 401, et seq. 

The Reapportion.~ent Commission is established by the Legislature 
pursuant to the requirements of Article IV, Part ~hird, Section 1A 
of the constitution of Maine. Title 1 M.R.S.A. § 402, sub-§ 2 
defines the term "public proceeding" as " ••• the transactions of 
any functions affecting any or all citizens of the state by any of 
the fallowing: . 

11A. The il9gislature of M:iine and its committees 
and subcommittees, 

uB. Any board or commission of any state agency or 
authority. -. • • 11 

It is our opinion that·b:ansactions of the Reapportionment Commission ·would 
constitute a "public proceeding" under either paragraph A or B of 
subsection 2. 

In accordance with 1 M.R .. S.A. § 403, a public proceeding is 
to be open to the pub lie. The only exceptions to this requirement 
are executive sessions as defined in§ 405. We have reviewed the 
permlssible reasons for which a body or agency may go into executive 
session and do not find arn~ohg · tJ-iose reasons a "working session." 



Honorabie Judy c •. ~ny 
Paga 2 
March 25, 1977 

.' · · · · l i · · . · . 
ue note that the Reapportionment Commission is established· 

purouant to ·tho constitutional requirement cited above. 'rha 
Commission differs in this respect from an ad hoc advisory body •. 
wa also note that l M.R.S.A. §· 401 declares, as a matter of 
legislative policy, that the Freedom of Access Law be liberally·_. 
construed and. applied to promote its underlying purposes and policies. 

In light of the foregoing and based upon tha information which you 
have provided to us, it is our opinion that wacking sessions of tha 
Reapportionment Commission must be open to tha public unless an e4ecu­
tive session is held for one of tba limited reasons and by using the 
procedures specified in l M.R.s.A. § 405. · 

SI<S :mfe 

sincerely, 

S KIRK STUDSTR UP 
Assistant Attorney General 


