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STATE OF MAINE
DepARTMENT OF THE ArToRNEY GENERAL

AUGUSTA, MAINE 04333

July 9, 1976

Zonorable Louils Jalbert
32 Qrestis Vay
Tewiston, Maine 04240

Dzar Representative Jalbert:

You have asked us to set forth for you the requirements
Zor the proper signing of presidentizl nominating petitions.
Zriefly stated, those reguirements zre as follows:

ZI. The lLaw Prior to April 14, 1975:

rior to April 14, 1976, Maine statutes provided that any

caniidate seeking nomination to fedaral office fromother than a
politiczl party could do so by petiZion. 21 M.R.S.A. § 491. The
sicnatures could be obtained after Zznuary 1 of the election year
znd balore the primary date. 21 M.R.S.A. § 492, sub-§§ 6 and 10.
The Torn of signatures was governeld by § 492 of Title 21, It ‘
rocuirad that the petition:

"pe signed personally by the wster in such manner

to satisfy the registrar of ezch municipality con-

cernad that the person signinz the petition is, in

fact, listed on the voting list of the municipality
" and resides in the electoral diwvision for which

nonination is sought." 21 M.R.S.A. § 492(3), enacted
by P, L. 1971, c. 65.

(]

The statute also required that: !

ter his name, the voter muz: n~rsonally add his
ce of residence and street zduress, if any."
M.R.S.A. § 492(4), amended v P.L. 1969, c. 35.

- = Tna Law After April 14, 197¢:

1976 the Legislature amend=Z the way in which signatures wvere
e pilaced on nouminating petiticns. Instead of requiring signatures



1z a2 sufficient to satisfy the registrar, the Leglslature regquired
z sp=ciilc form of sign ature as follows: '

1. First name and niddle nams 2nd surname, e.g., John Adan
Doe; or

2, rirst pame and middle initial azpnd surname, e.g., John A.

. First initial and nmiddle naxze and surname, e.qg., J. Adam

2ce; ox

4. TFirst name and surname but only if the signatory had no
=iddie ipitial, e.g., Richard Dce but not John Doe* 21 M.R.S.A.
g £382(3) as enacted by P.I.. 1975, c. 751, ., § 19. The legislation which
eZZfectel this change was enacted as an emergency act and became
sZfactive Rpril 14, 1976.

na req*irenent regarding residsnces and street addresses
by

Ly
renzined unchanged.

_IX Tatitions Filed as of June 8, 1976:

of the above, it seexs clear that petitions filed on

» Jizht
Jun= 1975, the primary date for this year, were permitted to con-—
<= gnatures in two forms. That is, signatures obtained prior
Tz 1 14, 1976, would be in prop=r form if they were sufficient
Tz sfy the registrar in the municipality that the person was a
rezistered voter in the municipality. Signatures obtained on or
zfter Apxil 14, 1976, had to be in one of the four styles set farth
in Zart II herein ‘ .

I Tope that this summary of thz status 3 of the law is he1pFu1
<3 wza. IS you have any more gue stions, please advise me.
Sinzerely,
JOSZ2= 5. BRENNAN
Attzrnay General
JZz:z=fe
o, Marxham L. cartley
= iInterssiingiv, no provision was made for signing a petition
B Firsgt initial, middle initial znd surname, as J. A. Doe. i
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