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,1 ·:~·;..;?;-;. F.. B~ES:S,\:-. 
,:1.-;-TO'l:-SO:Y GEN!U<AL JUIU"III,. I •••• I,·····-··'" ........... 

IlOXALO C. At.t::XA:SDEll 

STATE OF :\lAINE 

DEPARHlENT OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 

AUGUSTA, ~LUNE 04333 

E~n8=al>le Louis Jalbert 
39 o::-est.is Way 
Lew:!.s to:-i., Naine 04240 

July 9, 1976 

Dea= Representative Jalbert: 

DEl'UTY ATTOHNEYS GENER 

You have asked us to set fort~ fo= you the requirements 
=~rt.he proper signing of presidential n~~inating petitions. 
3=iefly stated, those requir5~ents =-!:'e as follows: 

~he Law Prior to April 14, 1976: 

Prior to April 14, 1976, Main.2 statutes provided that any 
ca!:7.~i.cb.te seeking nomination to fe:::.~=al office fromother than a 
p:>l~tical party could do so by peti~i~n. 21 M.R.S.A. § 491. The 
si.s-:1.ab.-:.!:'es could be obtained after .:·anuary 1 of the election year 
::.::'!.=. :>e::::>:re the primary date. 21 H.?,.S.A. § 492, sub-§§ 6 and 10. 
:':-te fc~ of signatures was governe::. :>y § 492 · of· Title 21. It . 
=e~~ired that the petition: 

•r-.oe signed personally by the v:,ter in such manner 
to satisfy the registrar of eac~ municipality con
cerned that the person signin; the petition is, iri 
fact, listed on the voting list of the municipality 
and. resides in the electoral c.ivision for which 
n::>::i.ination is sought." 21 M.? .• S.A. § 492(3), enacted 
by P.L. 1971, c. 65. 

~~e sta~ute also required that: 

";_fter his name, the voter mc.s-: n:c>rsonally add his 
p2.ace of residence and street a~ctress, if any." 
21 ~.3.S.A. § 492(4), amende~ ~y P.L. 1969, c. 35. 

~~e Law After April 14, 1976: 

In :!.976 the Legislature amenc.~:: '!:he way in which signatures were 
~~ ~e p~aced on nominating petiti~~s. Instead of requiring signatures 



~e s~=ficie..et to satisfy the resist~ar, 
~ S?~~if~c for-in of signature as foll~ws: 

the Leg is la ture required 

l. Fi~st name and middle name ?..!":.d surname, e.g., John Adam 
D:e; -~ 

2 .. First name and middle ini ti.al and surname, e.g., John A. 
a= 

3. First initial and middle n2.::::e and surname, e.g., J. Adam 
~::;-e i o::-

-,~_4._ ~~:st name and_surnam~ bU.t ?~ly if the signatory had no 
;:.:.c.c.1.e ~n1..:1.al, e.g., Richard Doe .oc.:.t:. not John Doe-:.· 21 M.R.S .A. 
§ 492(3) as enacted by P.L. 1975, c. 751, § 19. The legislation which 
e::::e:::t.e=. t:i s change was enacted as an e.:.-:iergericy act and became 
===e::ti,:e h?!:"il 14, 1976. 

The reruirement regarding resit2~ces and street addresses . ... ./ ... ., 
==-=a~je,,:.·unc~a~ged. 

-~~- Pa~i~£ons Filed as of June 8, 1976: 

Ir- li=~t of the above, it see~s clear that petitions filed on 
:~~2 8, 1975, t~e primary date for t~is year, were permitted to con
-:.=..=-::. sis:1a~::.res in tt.-10 forms. Tha~ is, signatures obtained prior · 
::.:; .;.?::-i.l 1.:;, 1976, would be in pro~= form if they were sufficient 
~~ sa~is=y ~he registrar in the mu~icipality that the person was a 
=-23"i.s::c::-2d vo::er in the municipali-t::,,. Signatures obtained on or ~=te= A?=il 14, 1976, had to be in c~e of the four styles set forth 
2.rr ?2.rt II herein. 

I !:ope that this sumiuary of t:?.e status_.:.~ of the ia,~ is helpfu1 
°'.::} yc:i. I:: yo'i.l. have any more qU:! stio!"...s, please advise me. 

-·:-::. .-.;:~ - __,_ .. ·--

JOS~?:- E. BRENNAN 
Att:=~2y General 

·,. 

.,.. ~:--.::.e=es :.:.~:;ly, no provision was :::a:::e for signing a petition 
~~ :::~s~ i~i~ial, middle· initial a~d surname, as J. A. Doe. 


