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June 3, 1976

Commission on Governmental Ethics - . R f
and Election Practices '

Donald G. Alex cander, De)uty ] Attorney General

Complaihts

At the Commission meeting on May 13, 1976, the Comm1551on posed the
following question for response by the Attorney*General s Office: - Who
may f£ile comolaints ‘with’ the Commission under 1ts vaxlouq authorltzes and
what comalalnts must be gonsxdered9 R T e

A-'., L T

e Bl lA w ke L. . R e e il LTR R ek Mo JF AN RSN T R

Response to this cueatlon reguires separate consideration of each of
the Lhree prlmary areas of authorlty of the Comm1551on-
P Law Wk P AP . B .
l Leglslat'li}é‘ethlcs S A S ‘,7:" _ ST
2.- Campaign reporting. .
3. Appeals of contested election results.

I. Leglslatlve ethics
Pursuant to 1L M,R.S.A. Sectlon 1013-1 the Commission is granted
authority to consmder matters relating to leglslatlveemhlcs:

A. On request of any individual legislator on an issue involving

i himself;
"B. On conplalnt of any leglsla‘ok alleging conflict against anothor
legislator.
g C. On its own motiom. ' .

Thus, outside of the Commission's own asdsssed-gctions, only legislators
are specifically authorized to f£ile com>laints. This intent is confirmed
by the provisions of 1 M.R.S.A. Section 1513-2-B, which addresses the filing
of complaints and solely discusses legislators filing complaints., It is
further confirmed by the nsrovisions of daragrash G of the same sub-section
which discusses ajpﬂals by the complainants to the House of which they are
a member.,

This opinion should not, however, be construed to imply that the Com-
mission should refuse to accept complaints or information received from

- other parties.  The. Commission, as noted above, does have auvthority to ins
- vestigate guestions relating to leglslatlve ethics on its. own motion. = =
Therefore, the Commission can receive information £rom: sources other tha
-a formal comolaint and, if, in its sole- ‘TSLrgthH,—lL believes such in=
‘formation workthy of 1nvest1gatlon “it-may do so. This- 1nfo*mat on could
‘be received as a result of -the Commission's own inve stigatory - actwv1tlea-
LTt a_so,COle ‘be received as.a result of lnformatlon ﬁrov1ded by State
. officials or Lrivate parties. . . e e =

IZI. Campaign Reports ‘

As to camoaign reports, 21 M.R.S.A. Section 1402 (1) orovicdes: "Any
‘erson may make written application to the Commission reguesting an in-
vestigation and stating the reasons for the reguest. The Commission shall
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wevlew the application 'and shall make the investigation if the reasons
~ stated show spfficient grounds for believing that a violation may have
z.occurred 4

, Thus any person may file a comolalnt relatlng to campaign flnances
and CaﬂaalgnAreoortlng. : s o SR St I

for & rtlcular o«zlceofi"‘ny canaldate to ‘such office-
“may appeal to the COﬂmLSSLOn,_ln writing, not more than 5 days - after: ’
: “completion Of ~the recount7Droceed;ng._w8uch wrltten aapeal shall'set ;o:th L

’<¢1n¥detall the gronnas for +the- a:peal R R CE E e Sl

Thus apoeals of election results may only be flled by candldaueq for
the partlcular oFflce whlch is the subject of the contested election
ballots.
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