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fl 1.- I II 

i ·~--fi--, 
lqiril jO, 1976 

Intercha.11;3.3abi1.i ty o:,:· r,ar: :.::n;forc or.16n·, >.:·Jclit-,:; ·.;.,1ilc:c 5 n . .:· .. fl.!,. s,~c l;: .. on 1121, 
3ubseotion 11 

2his 1•c:spo11ds tc your n3111m:•a11-llUJ. oi .\ .. :,:iril 20, 1976 in nhich you pose the 
question whether pursuant to ti1e 1;r0visio::J.S o:.: :,; il.j1.:J.A. Section 1121, subsl3ction 
11 the service credits of a mc:c1t.:i:c of -c::e 3ta".;,~ Police ·,·,ould be transfurable 
to a Liunicipal Retiret1i:mt Progr,.m ii t:bs t police officer transfers to tbe 
municipality where the mnicipality has adopted a retirement program. pursuant 
·to 5 IJ.R.S.A., :JecUon 1121, subs~ction 9, 

The key question involves ,:hcthor the term "law enforcement officer" in 
subsection 11 means both State Police Cfficers covered by subsection lC and 
local police officerG covered by subsectio::i 9. 'l'ho term lay, enforcement 
b:ru!i,:i::rs is a general tcri:1, as s:.tch, t.r.J.·3GC specific exception is contemplated 
in the statute it would uppear to m.ean all lav; cni'orccmcnt officers fol' r1llon 
benefits are des=Lucnated under Section 1121. iio 0xccption appears in the 
statute so tha:t interchnngeabili t.,r o.r substo..ntinlly oimili:-.r bencfi ts among all 
1.m1 enfoi-cement officer·s covered by Section 1121 is poasible. ~he question 
as to v;hether or not th~ benefi to are II s:.ibstantially similar" is for the 
Board of the Ilaine State Reti:ce!!l.ent SysteU to d~cide. If the bene:f'i·ts are 
substantially similar intei·cha.vigeatili t:,· nay ocmu- and the service credi to of 
the State Police Officer \"/Ould be transi'0rablt.? to the municipal retirement 
procra."ll.. 
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DOUALD G. AI8XA1IDE3 
Deputy Attorney General 


