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Inter-Departmental Memorandum pae__April 1, 1976

oseph E. Brennan Dept. Attornev General

arah Redfield, Assistantf;@” : [kg, Attorney General

snowmobile opinion

Pursuant to our earlier conversation, I have contacted the

Austin wilkins, BSPA, 1963-1972%
Jim Erwin, BSPA, 1967-1970*
Buzz Caverly, Park Ranger*
Ronald Speers, BSPA, 1963-1970%*
Helon Taylor, Park Supervisor
Arthur Rogers, Game Warden
Joseph Lee, Baxter's Chauffeur
Rodney sargent, Park Ranger

Austin Wilkins stated that he vividly recalls that Baxter
ted people to enjoy the Park in the winter and summer. 1In
ponse to a guestion about the letters, Wilkins stated that
ter always changed his mind from one day to the next. He
ther stated that he was sure that the Authority had spoken
h Baxter about allowing snowmobiles in the Park.

Ron Speers indicated that he had not been part of any
cific discussion of snowmobiles with Baxter; but pointed out,
any case, that Baxter's views were very changeable in his

er years. Speers, however, personally felt that snowmobiles
e appropriate for winter access.

Jim Erwin did not recall any specific discussion with
ter concerning snowmobiles. He personally believed that
ter did not want snowmobiles in the Park.

Buzz Caverly reported that Baxter bought the Park's first
wmobile for use by Helon Taylor. He had no specific recol=-
tions of statements by Baxter.

~ Helon Taylor indicated that the use of snowmobiles on the
imeter road was with Baxter's approval. He also stated that
ernor Baxter was "a little bit changeable" at the time.
ever, Helon could recall no specific conversatien which he

. with Baxter on which to base his opinion, other than the

S letter.

Ntacted by telephone; others by correspondence, attached.
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Joseph Lee indicated that the letters correctly expressed
paxter's view on snowmobiles. He said nothing about any change
n Baxter's position.

Rodney Sargent had never communicated with Baxter on the
uestion of snowmobiles.

Arthur Rogers had no specific letters from Baxter concerning
nowmobiles, but it was his view that Baxter was against the
ublic use of snowmobiles in the Park.

I do not believe that anything which these people stated is
n any way sufficient to change the opinion as written. There
as no specific information to contradict the 1965 and 1966
ritten communications. Although some of the people contacted
elt Baxter approved of the use of snowmobiles, others felt he
In either case these "feelings" are of limited

I would like to suggest you schedule another meeting for
iscussion of the opinion now that the research is completed.

Marty Wilk

. Gordon Scott
Don Alexander
John Paterson




February 5, 1976

Helon Taylor
liad State Park

0. Box #727

iad, Texas 77963

ar Mr. Taylor:

I am writing to you to ask for a little help. I am now the
torney for the Baxter State Park Authority and am trying to

te an opinion concerning the use of snowmobiles in Baxter State
. In researching this question, I have found a letter from

e Governor to you written in 1965. In that letter the Governor
ated that he thought snowmobiles should not be allowed in the
Subsequently, as I'm sure you know, the Authority passed a
ulation allowing snowmobiles orn the perimeter road of the Park.

To make my research as complete as possible, I have been

ng to talk to people who may have spoka2n with Baxter about
wcbiles. I am most anxious to have the opportunity to discuss
Guestion with you and see what resollections, if any, you may
concerning Baxter's wishes on this subject.

In this connection, I would appreciate it if you would call
collect) as soon as you have a chance so that we might discuss
My number is 207-2&9-3051.

I have read with interest many of Governor Raxter's letters
raise of you and am looking forward to speaking with you. The
er given above is my office number. If it is inconvenient

you to call during office hours, please feel free to call me
eéct at my home: 207-731-3904.

Thank you in advance for your help.
Sincerely,
SARAH REDFIELD

Assistant Attorney General
Natural Resources Division




Goliad, Tex=zs
Pedb., 12,1976

rah Redfield .
gistant Attorney General

ate House
gusta, Mzine 04333

ar Sarzh Redfleld:

I have yours of ?ebruary 5th. Sorry not to have cslled you by
onsc but I am quite deaf and it is almost impossibdle for me to
arry on a telephone conversation.

~ As to the use of snowmobliles on Baxter State Park, We had quite a
t of discussion about it ot the time and it was decided that they
uld be used on the perimeter road. This was with the governors

derstanding and approval.

Confidentially. The Good Governor was starting to get a2 1ittle bit.
angible at that time and it seems that some of his good friends ‘
und Portland had talked him into not wanting the snowmobiles on the

. However when he came to consider it with the Park Authority,

elf and some of the Rangers, he changed his mind. 4 few years before
would not have bothered him, '

411 my paspers,letters from the Governor,records etc.vwere burned in
re that burned my camp at Togue Pond the winter of 1967. I would
est you get in touch with Austin Wilkins,Ex Forestry Commissloner.
leive he 1ives on Blailne Street in Augusta. I beleive he would

* as much abdut this as anyone as He was Chalrman of the Baxter.

e Conmisslon at the time and very close to the Governor.

Sorry I can not be of more assistance to you and if there is
hing more I can do to help you in your research be sure to let me
. We will be here in Texas,at this address until late ipril when

will move baock to Farmington, Maine, R.F.D.¥ 1\ 049355

| . -
Thanks for yqur letter and sorry I can not be of more help to you.

i
i : Sincerely
l




February 23, 1975

=

Helon Taylor

iad State Park

0. Box #727

iad, Texas 77963

Thank you very much for your letter of February 12, 1975.
ad been looking forwaxrd to tall 1ng with you; perhaps we can
ange to get together in the S5pring.

~ Meanwhile, I would like.a little more information concerning
mobiles. Specifically, I am concerned about two letters which
overnor wrote on the subject of snowmobiles and motorc;clea.

ave enclesed codies for your 1aformat10n As you can saee, in

and 1255 Governor Baxter was opposed to the use of such V°thl°S
n the Park. I believe that the regulation allow1ng the use of
wbiles on the perimeter road was first adopted in 1959. I

Baxter himself explicitly changed this opinion. The written

rs are the most specific information we currently have, but

ught that in your coaversations with Governor Baxter he might
said zomething to the contrary. If you do recall sonme such

ment, do you have any thoughts-as to how this could bg reconc1led
the 1e;te*s°

As you suggested, I have spokan with Austin Wilkins about this,
.n order to have my resedrch as complete a2s possible I wanidd

t as much information as I could from anyone who may have worked
ly with the Governox. Accoré@ingly, if it wouldn't be too
enient to you,could you please write again and expand on your

r letter by letting me know your recollections of any specific
ents of the Governor to you on the subject of snowmobiles or
manney in which the Governor approved the use of suﬁh vehicles
Park.

r if you can personally recall any time suobeqqant to the letters-:




mr. Helon Taylor

. February 23, 1975

Onc2 again, thank you for your letter and I am looking
orward to hearing from you again.

Sincerely,

r
sistant Attoraey General
tural Resources Division

S
2s
Na




GOliad Texas
March, 4 4,19756

't of the Attorney General
04333

_Sarsl Redrleld

ar Ms.Redfleld:

I have yours of the 23rd Pebruary and thanks for your letter
gn very sorry but I do not remamber any of the remarks made to mea by
ernor Baxter regarding the snow mobiles on the Park. As I recalil
was pretty well up to the Park Authorlty after he wrote me that

ter dated May,11,1965 of which you sent me a copys I guess my

ofy is not very good :

I do’ know that it was not the snow mobiles ‘that drove the caridoun
ay from Katzhdin. In my dbeleife it was the  jet fighters from Bangor
Base buzzing them from fifty feet over their backs after they were
ed to stay at least 1000 feet above them:. I saw this being done.
fact the snow mobliles could not get up ¥o the Table Land where the
1bou wWere anyway

A3 ¥ to the moose and deer,they are not afraid of the snow modile:
ong as they go along and mind their own businesss I have passed by
y snow mobile withim 75 feet of both moose and deer and they would
watch me go by. If one stopped they would run away. As for chasing
m in their yards. I have owned and operated snowmobiles ever since
were made and I have never yet seen one that could operate in a
or moose yard with any success. They would be bogged down most of
time.

Others who were close to the Governor at that time were, Arthur G.
rs, 20 Edgewood Street, Waterville. Maine 04901, Joe Lee.

land, Haine. (I do not know Joe's address. He was the Governor's
fer at that time.) Irvin C.Caverly, Park Supervisor,

nocket, Maine. and -Rodney H.Sargent, P.0.Box # 125, Freedon,
e Rodney was a Ranger on Baxter State Park at the time and so
Caverly. '

was away in other parts of Texas when your letter came: Hence

elay in answering. We cruise around a lot but plsn to make this
ead quarters and plan not to be gone from here over a week at a
We will bde starting back to Maine in mid or late April.

Sincerely

//24;Abn,/7 ;?;4221’

Helon N.Taylor




_aArthur G. Rogers
_pox 151 _
Waoterville, Maine 04931

Dear Mr. Rcgers:

I am the Attorney for the Baxter sState Park Authority
and am trying to research and writs an opinion concerning the
use of snowmobiles in Baxter State Park. To ensure that my
research is as completa as possible, I have bean trying to gzt
in touch with peonle who may have communicated with Governor
Baxter about showmobiles. In this connection, Ieclon Taylor
stggested I contact you.

I am specifically interested in any information or
recollections you may have concerning two letters wihich the
Governor wrota on the subject of snowmobiles and motorcycles,

I have enclosed copies for vour information., Z2Zs you can sea, in
1955 and 1955 Governor Baxter was opposed to the use of suct
behciles within the Park. I believe that the reculation allowing
the use of snowmobiles on the parimeter road was first adopted

in 1959. I wonder if vou can psrsonally recall any time subsecusnt
to the letters when Baxter himself evplicitly changad this opinion.
'he written letters are the most specific 1n£orma+1onwwe currently
va, but Y thought that in your conversations with Governor

3axtexr he might have said something to the contrary. If you do
recall sone such statement, do you have any thoughts as to how

his could be recoaciled with the letters?

: I would appraeciate it if you could write me or call me
ind lat me know if you recall any specific statements that Governor
axter may have made to you on the subject os snownobiles or of

e manner in which the Governor may have approved the-use of such
hicles in the Park. If it is at all possible, could vou please
'y to get in toreh with me one wey or another within two weeks? |
ank you for your aanticivated cooperation and I will be loo}in;
waxrd to hearlug from you.

Sincerely,

Sarah Redfield

losures Assistant Attorney General
/bls Natural Resouxces Division




far. 24th, 1176

garah Hadfisld, Ass't Attornsy General
1iatural Rasources Division

Departmant Cf The Attornsv Ganeral
Stats Eouse

Augusta, Ms.

D=ar Sarsh Radfield:

Your registered lettsr of March 18th
at hand. A :
, I have a i draw fils full of corrsspondsnc
and documsnts from Govenor Baxtar which I have rstainsg ovar
the twsnty-ons yecars that I was closely essociated with him.

I regret to say that I have no latters
r-gardlnﬁ snow-riobilas in the park. I saw Govenor Baxtsr at
lsa3t twice.a month ths many Years, matters pertaining to the
Pgrk which was al:ays the main topic ( at it was his 1lifse)
wer> discussed in his presencs with thes exceptions of scme
ocurmsnts which I was sent copiss of.

I can advise you howaver, that Govanor
axter was against the public use of snow-mobiles in ths Park
ith the exceptions of P.rk Rangers and State G,me ¥ardens,

0.1 Baxter Stats ParV is 2 stabe gam~ pressrve
h=r2, hunting, pursuing ané harassment of all wildlife is
rohibited. Governor Baxter f:arcd that were the puvblic alloweacd
0. take sgnow-mobiles into ths park thers would no longer be

ny rafugs and sanctuary for th~ deer znd rmcoss that ars closzl
ardsé th=sre in tha wint=r months. When desr and ricos=s 2re yarc
p In the desp snows they ars very munzrable and easily accesat
0 man. Th»a Govenor fearsd that many good well maaning people
ould seize upcn this opportunity to see ds=r and mooss close U
nd would be cqafglnp into thes deer yards with their sncw-mobil
hasing, pursuing and routing the deer and mooss and where
oachsrs ars concernsd-kKilling thess animals, ThlS has alr»ady
&ppsnad in places in the North Country.

0.#2 pre ths park op=n-to snow-mobilsrs Govenor
axtsr fearsd it would b2 deluag-d with good w21l m<aning p=cpl
1t for fun =and svort and reiszation and that in their snthusis
Var paach themselves ané become victims ¢f accidents, breaskdow
16 lost persons in a wild wildern~ss area where withcut help
2asb, spells grisf and fatalitiss. Such accid:nts havs heopsnac
cvar the state-but ths GOVoﬁor feared 2 large concsntratior
Snow-mobiles in ths park might produce many such unfortunst:
uations and cartdnly ths state is not ®zared tc adecuately
rol and protsct the wildlife and the public on a sculs=
csaary to mss=t the problans that could develope.
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[ am a retired Supervisor of %Zﬂtc Gane Yardsns and was in
gard:n Service from 1932 to 1 B .

In 1941 I was %ardsn Supervisor of the llcoszhszad Division
end at thet tims included 2 largs part of Baxtsr State Park.

I retired in 1968 and sinces that time I havs been working as
a Bank Courier for ths Bank Of Mains in Avgusta. Every morning
I go to Treasury and ths Computer Centar in the Stats COfrfice
Puilding. If I can be of s2rvica to you in any way pleaase acdvir

I could call at your oftics eny morning as I am alresdy at the
State Office Building aftsr 9 A.l. :

s
Arthur G.Rogsrs
20 Edgewood St
Watarville, Malne 04901
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Farch 30, 1976
Freeioz, Maine

Serah Redfield

Assistant Attorney General
atural Resources Division
ugusta, Maine 04333

sar Miss Redfield:

I have never comrunicated with Governor Baxter abcut the
se ol snowmoblles,motorcycles or any matters concerning the
estriction or use of same within the boundary of Baxter State

I an very sorry I can not te of help to you 1n.this respect
or do I wish to express an oziniocon concerning the use of snow-
obiles or like vehlcles within the park.

Sinnerelj,
/*%//

Rﬁaney H. Sargent

l FQ F;f"'i GC ‘AA.“":‘L
ATTO:N‘Y GENIRA

47R ~ A3

ALGUSTA, MAINE

- STATE HUSSE
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