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P.R. Gingrow, Assistant Executive Dir. 

Donald G. Alexander, Assistant 

March 3, 19(16 

Maine state Retirement System 

·Attorney General 

Benefit Bntitlement tnider s N.R.S.A. S 1124, subsection 1, paragraph B 
subparagraph& -(2) and - (3) 

Your memorandum of March 2, 1976~ requeata an opinion of the 
appliqability of 5 M.R.S .A. s 1124 to a certain situation deacr.ibed 
in your memorandum. Section 1124-1 provides two options for ~yment 
of death benefits. Paragraph A provides for return of contributions. 
Paragraph B provides fbr a death benefit. If the option under paragraph 
A is taken, the option under paragraph B need not be. considered. 
Pazagraph A allCMB payment ·to any designated .beneficiary without 
the· restrictione stated •in paragraph B. Thus, if there is a living 
designated beneficiary pursuant. to paragraph A, which ha■ been de'aignated 
purauant to a ·current and valid ncmination, that beneficiary may take 
tba return of contribution• under paragraph A. In this case that 
would ~ the former wife. If tha paragraph A return of contributions 
i• taken,- paragraph 8 need not be con■idered. 
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DaiALD G. ALBXAHDER 
Assistant Attorney General 


