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Fehn,ary 24, 1976 

Hor1.orabl6 Jau,es K. Mc.Mab.on 
-House of R.epresenta ti ves 
State B:ouse 
Augusta, Maine 

D&ar Representative McMahon: 

I have been aeked to respoii4 to your letter of Pebruary 11,-
1976, wherein you ask whether a re1-•resenta·t.ive of tha press is pro­
hibited~ by :the proviB:i..c,ns o.f 3 M.R.'S.A. § 34l, from appearing, upon 
invitation, before a Legislative •Committee or Subcommittee for the . 
purpose of p;coviding testimon.1:~ on a bill being c.onsiaerad by that 
committee o.r Subcommittee. li'rora our 4iscuSlion on February 19, 1976, 
•it is my understancling that the cc:iwnittee on Legal Affairs has invited 
a certain repr:eaentative of the pretis, who is in faC"t actually engaged 
in sGnding daily :r:epo.r ts of the doi·ngs of the Legislature to daily nawa­
papera, to give ta•timony coru::erning tlu:ee Legialative Documents, each 
of which deal with the so-called PUblic Right ·to Know Law·, l M.R.s.A,. 
5 401, et seql/' 

3 _M.R.S.A .. s 341 provides in applicable pa.rt that, 

"Representatives of tle press, who shall be 
actually engaged in sending daily reports 
of the doings of the Legislature ·to daily 
newspapers, at.all have the privilege of the 
floor o£ the Senate ana House of Repreaenta­
tives . . . . Ho such representative shall 
be interested in any erivate claim or measure 
pending before the Legislature, nor shall any 
such representative .•. become intereated 
in the prosecution of any such claim or measure." 
(emphasis added) 

!/ I understand these Legislative Documents - to be as follows: (1) L~.D. 
2071, entitled "An Act to Permit Executive Seaaiona in certain Labor 
_Begotiation■, 11 (2) L.D. 2092, entitled "An Act Clarifying t.be Right­
to-I(ncw statute" and (3) L.n. 2168, entitled 11An Act concerning the 
Definition of PUl:i.ic Proceeding■ and concerning the :mteping of 
Minute• under the R~ght to Rt.ow I.aw. " • 
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The restriction• of 3 M.R.S.A. s 341 upon representatives of~• 
press apply only when the Legi•lature in conaidering a p:ivate claim air 
measure. There is nothing in 3 M.R.S.l\. s 341 which prohibit• a 
representative of the. press from providing testimony on a public claia, 
meaaure, bi 11 or law. 

It may be said generally that private claims, measures or act1 
r•late only tQ or operate only upon particular peraotµt. They do not 
relate to or operate upon the community as a whole, nor are tbey ot 
general _epplieation.· ·§!!., !.:.i.!.• Garner v. Teamsters onion._ 346 t:.s. 
485 (1953lr §!!,._t~ v. ·1~ian Territory Illumi na t~ng Oil co., 123 P. 166 
(Okla., 1912~1 F1.fth Ave. coach co. v. state, 131 B.Y.S. 62 (Court of 
Claims of New York, 1911}. An. example 0£ a private -claim ia one made 
by an indiviclual against the state .for an injury r'uulting ·from some 
government activity. ~ Board of Supervisora ·v. s tate, 47 5.1. 288 
(B.Y., 1897) • • 

L.D. 2071, L.D. 2092 and L.n. 2158 all •eek to amand the Right to 
Rlow Law, which ta e pablici sta~t9. No private claim ar measure :1.s· 
involved. Therefore, ·t:he reetrietions u,iion r:CJpre:senu-:iv.as of the praa• 
set forth in 3 M.a.s.A. § 341 are not applicable, and the preaa reprea•nta­
tive may provide testimony rslating to any of these Legislative Document■• 

V~y truly tours, 

DAVID ROSBtr.lAN 
Assistant Attorney G~neral 


