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lnter-DepartIJ,1ental Memorandum Oat Januar·· -·16 .. . 19762 

Peter J. Goranites, Ass't A.G. 

Oept · state Police, Public Safety 

Dept. -Attorney General 

~u!,Jta __ S_e_a_t_i_n_g=-_o_n_S_c_h_o_o_l_B_u_s_e_s _ ______________________ _ 
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. ·/._ .. ; -.:: School .bus"es· mus't · provide a minimum of 13 inches 

. . ~£_."~eating _-space per childj~h~·-is. actually being ~ .... 
·-· transported on· the school ·bus;.:· ···: •. · ._,, .• · ·.,_, __ ,... 
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• ~ -~-- - ·\.(1i.;:.-:::-Law-_enfo;Z:Cement···o~ficers who .. inspect school buses_- .--~.:... •• ·.•. •• • • 

~ ·:-<:-~i~~;nd .:~tude1:1:ts • s'itt_ing ~n the . !!dges _. ~f· seats .with le_ss ·_,i_:/~:. ·--~•_- • :_ .. • :·_ 
--~_/·f~~n.·13 inq~es_· sea~~ng space. School. authorities cla1~. __ ,.. ~ .. . • •• • • • 
-~=--:-:;-.-~e-·seating.'.c:a.pacity. of a bus is no·t exceeded :as long .. as-~- ,. - ·2".,~:.:,- :-_::.:· 

:,if et:~u::=~i~,i~::::-~i~td:\;u~3 ~~~~nn:!ci~~~~~ :::r· ' · · ' 'i ~--~ .. 1_._•-~_;'-:_:~~.~:i.-~ .• _;_:_~.~.:·. 
: .. _·s~hool : authorities· ·claim· 'that s_ince som·e children· requlre .. 
~. ·.less · than 13 ~·inches·~ -~~the a~leged space . saved . by these -·: ·>··. ._ ·.: } .. _·.·?_.·· ·:.~.-~ 
· :·smaller children can ·be ·used in determining whether the •. . . , ._. ... · . 

.<.· .• --~,remaining children·· have •. the ·.'required 13 inches or . more~::<!'.:'" ;. ·_, ' . .-·;:~-_:.;:-.,{i 
• :~.:· .. ~ :> •• . : , ... · ..:~ .: ... . . ..... ' •.. . . : .; .- ,··. • .. : · •.. •.. . ___ JL•.: :~~-t..::• · . ~- ~ .. ~ '-• .... ~ 
••• 0£ seating space · · ·,. • ·"·· ··· ! c.·~··. •· • • · • " • ~-- •• .... .... •· • • ~ = · -~-:. ~ ,.•.- ! -,·• ........... ~ 

--~.\~-~<~, • • · · a _ ~;'/~i),):}i!f(:":--_/:-··.~·-;?1~:/ • : .. -~ /~ • • • ~f{i~~:-.. ·?/_)i{.J~i.~z.~,-. ::· ~~;./Ei_:_t 
·.·. QUESTION AND ANSWER· · .·•• . ···· · • . .-. -. • :: · -· ·- :_"' ,-.. .:- ••• 
/·.-·:·: . •. - <' ·;,·~::· .. :._::!-_ /,:-<::::\- ·;/-~ .. ~ . .-,,-,.· -· ·'.~. . • .•_··~· . .;;-~:·:-_~-~. . .-: • . :,~-=;.--· 

~-·f -·~:.- • D~es ~· 29 ·M:~R.~-~A-. ·:§2014 (1) require . th~J each child ·.-.-. . 
:.rwho _is sea_ted_:i~: a ·.school.:b_u~ be provided a _:mi!1im·um of .:··_.:.:'. -- • 

,;,• 1·3·-· . . h . .ti. . • ? • .. • • • • .• · • ., • • - . · •. .: 1• :-,--:-' , --~-.. -: • inc es sea ng space .. . :.:'·-Ye~.. :: .:,; . • ... -:, . : • .. ;.-:·.: ~~- . -.-· :;~, .. ; •. <•;.:-· .. , .. 
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' ._; 29 M~·R: ~ -~-A~ '._:§2.0_14 ( 1) ·.r~ads _as follow~: :. -~.": .. . ·•._.:;. : • ·:~ .~·: ~i_:_ :~· :_;~].: ·.'.).:· 
• · ·. ; '.:' ·-~-:~'-~1)'"i\·~5/~:'~,~~}1\$i~_~,t-.\(-~ - ;-~--_::·.-~t.·.:/~:--, .. ;· . :.·· •. ·:::' . . :.~~:\_-:~j/~?::.~;~~-~-'. ~ ~ .?\! __ - .. -· 
.. -<,~:,:·:· (1)/•;~·seating~·-:·No··vehic:le· shall be ··~- ·--~-- .··/ •;;~. 
·.- .·: ·_i: • ope • .ra·t:~d as ··a .-_~choot bus u~~ess· a _ :·. :;:,:.,"_:, ·::: ·.: ::.:: ·::·· -~ 

.,.-;._ minimum of 13 inches of sea:ting .. . : _· -~-~ ,: ...... :, 

:;~c~h!:ep;~;i~e:e f~~ ::~~~~~d- ~-~ '~<--~~ /~~ •• , • 
. ! .•·· ~-

sea ting accommodations such as ... '·· . . 
temporary; or folding ju.mp seats. · .-~:_.·::~_}•: 
Effective September l, 197~ , 
seating shall be provided that 
wi11· permit each occupant to sit· .. 
in a pl'ain lateral location ... 
(Emphasis added) 
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statutory provision specifically p~ohibits any. 
• _ ~~1 l.. ,- 1 f, ori ·1-,=--i r er • .• ""· 1 ~ • "" ,:;.c,, " , 1 Lt ic; P 11 7 r •. ~ " fl .. :.;... -~ 
.r,iinl-;:.-iu.:11 of 1 3 inc:h e:.. of seeiting :ipa....?e ls pn.lvid~o for 
each child . '' The langl.'.lage .is c l ear on i ts -face; each 
chi le who is transported on a school bl.ls must be pro
vided a minimum of 13 inches of sea ting space . In 
~rri~ing at a totaL seating cap~city for a school bus , 
it is inadequate t o simply divide the total :seating 
spac e by 13 and arrive at the seating capacity. such 
i;t seating c apacity would not take into consicle1.-ation 
children. who are in the school bus and who require 
more than 13 inches of seating space. In addition, 
the statute requires that each child transported be 
provided a minim~~- of 13 inches of seating'space. 
Even though a child may not use the entire space 
allowed, nonetheless the 13· inches must· be provided. 
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