
 
MAINE STATE LEGISLATURE 

 
 
 

The following document is provided by the 

LAW AND LEGISLATIVE DIGITAL LIBRARY 

at the Maine State Law and Legislative Reference Library 
http://legislature.maine.gov/lawlib 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reproduced from scanned originals with text recognition applied 
(searchable text may contain some errors and/or omissions) 

 
 



This document is from the files of the Office of 

the Maine Attorney General as transferred to 

the Maine State Law and Legislative Reference 

Library on January 19, 2022 



·.:• 

:', . 

~ 
~a_nuary 5, ~977 

~oseph M. Hochadel 

~o~~rt J. Stolt, Assistant 

Governpr 's Signature . 
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'-· t• 

Executive 

Attorney General 

'llhis will respond to your. memorandum of November 25, 1975, 
in which you .ask whether the .Governor may ·use. a signatur~ st,dimp 
to indicate his ap1?rcival ori documents other than· th·os'e• whic~by • 
law, he is required t9 sign.. • • • • · · .. :._ · : :~•:' :,- .:· · • •• .... . :-•: ,. 
• • .-:.• ' . . ~- .. · ..... ;, . . . • ~·:. .. • ; :·. \ .. ........ ·.-.: .'..: ..... ,•, ,",, '.~ .. :~ ., 

This· question·has been answered by the Supreme Judicial 
Court on a nµmbe~-.of: occasions .. In fha.l?!!_an v. Limerick, 56 Me.: 
390 (1868), ~nd 'the Opini_on of the Justices~- 68 ·Me. 587 • (1876). __ 
the Court held "wherever the constitution or ·the·statutes .. of·the 
state ·require th,e_. off.ic ia l • s'ignature of · a pub'lic • officer·;-:· };l·e: ·must 
personally affix 'his·'signature or mark. This duty cannot be executed 
by attorney or. delegated to another. 11 This resu~t w~s reached through 
interpretation of Rules of statutory construction as'present~y set 
out in l M .. ~.s .A. § 72 (28) 11 

•• •• when the ·signatur~ _6£ a· perso....'"l is 
required, he n:aust. write it or make· his• mark ..... • .·• :u -:-· • •. ; .:.-:_; 

• • . .. . . f •• . ·,: . 

. The 'situation.which you pose is premised on-the absence of a 
constitiltional or statutory requirement of the Governor's signature. 
In those instances where the signature of the Govern~r is not . 
required by law, he may use a facsimil~ signature or signature stamp. 
See 80 C .. J. S. §§ 7 and 9 "S'itjnatures u, and Oklahoma v. Williamson, 
352 P.2d 394 {~960). 

ROBERT J . STOfi"r • 

RJS'/ec 
Assistant Attorney General 
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