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Novemlaer 17, 1975 

William G. Blodgett, Ex. Director Maine state .Retirement System 

Donald G. Alexander, Assistant Attorney General 

credit under s M.a.s.A. s 1094, sub-§14 for teaching under the 
International Teaching Fellowship 

Your memorandwn of October 29, 1975, poses the question: can a 
teacher receive credits under the ~ine state Retirement System 
through 5 M~R.s.A. 5·1094, ·sub.;,.§l4 for service on an International 
Teaching Fellowship•in Australia? 

The answer is negative. 

Subsection 14.appears to cove~ credit for several.types of 
te~ching service: 

' . 
"Private and par.ochial school credit. Any public: 
school teacher Who. renders teaching .service .. in any 
·par·ochial schooi or public or private academy may 
-purchase up to 10 years creditable .service. Such 
service credit to be creditable must have been per­
formed . ·in a school approved by the. Maine Department 
-of Education -or the education department .of any of 
the -several .states While holding the ·appropriate 
teaching- certificate during the time of .said non­
public •chool service, and such prior. service credit 
can only be -secured after 10-· years of service in . 
the p-µblic schools. 

Any public· school teacher who leaves service in Maine 
and who serves as a teacher in volunteers in Service 
to America, in the Peace corps, foreign or domestic, 
o.J:4-.'who teaches children of United states Foreign 
Service corps.outside the continental limits of the 
said United states, shall be allowed credit for· 
such service, not to exceed 2·years, provideQ such 
teacher r_eturned to active teaching service in Maine 
"'.'lithin one year of the completion of such servic·e . 

• • • • • • 

Howe~er, .none of these would appear to apply to a teaching 
feilowship·in Australia. The first paragraph of sub-§14 applies 
to parochial schools and either public academies (which in Maine 
are combined public and private.high schools)·or entirely private 
schools. All of these types of schools are located in Maine, and, 
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as indi~ated in the ·aecond eentence of the ~irst paragraph, 
receive certain approvals by the Maine Department of Education. 
Thia paragraph cannot · apply to a public school in another country 
which eQhool has no approval of the Maine Department of Education. 
It ahould be empbaai:ted _that yiving a ec:hool appx-oval, as provided 
in paragr~pb 1, and app::.oving an individual . to worl<. in a school, 
as baa occurred in the eubject case, a.re.entirely dilferent .mattera. . . . . . . 

Paragraph 2 of eub-Sl4 apec:iflea thoae ae.rvicea. out.aide of 
Maine for which c:rodit may be' p.r:ovided. Inte.rnational .Teaohing 
rellow■hipa _ are · not incllided. • As they are not included and~• the 
·11ating ia rather epecific, we muat asaume that International 
Teaching. Pellow■hipa · are excluded undex tbe doctrine of atatutory 
interpretation that ·where specific matters are liatad, non l~ated 
matters· are eJtoluaed ·un1esa the statute clearly intends otherwise. 

we would alao note that the out-of-llta~e service credit PJ:O­
viaio.n• of.aub-§12 do not .provide a b&aia for a credit as requ.eatecl 
ill the subject caae. Title 5 M.R .. S .A. · S 1001, sub-515 defines • 
out-of-state service to mean only those types of service rendered 
to any state, ter~itory or· posaession of the united States or any 
political subdivision thexeof. 

Don~ld G. Alexander 
Asaistant Atto·rney General 


