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' ' 

Joan -~ur~waki, Executive _secretary 

~~i~lip:M. Kilmis~er, As-iatant 

Legal Opinion on·Female Boxers 

Aug~st 22,. 1975 

Boxi:,ng Commiss-ion 

Attor~ey General 
- , 

. Your -request for·an.·opinion ·of this ·office relating to the right 
o£ th._ Boxing Commission to d~ny licensure to _female applicants·. has 
been called to my attention. Your let:,ter .. under date of 'August 1, 
1-975,- addressed to the _potential· promoter of· :femaie boxing in .. _the 

. • ~tate of Maine· ac_cu:rately·refl:ects· the _issues. involved. • • ... 
• . • • • In the absence of. any Legislative· declarat.ion. sp~cifically· dea).ing: 
·with the prohibition or·a11owance of. participation of females in J:>oxing 
matcnes "in the state· of Maine, •and the absen_ce of. any. ru:\,e or.· regula:- ., · 
tion .promulgated by tpe Commiss•ion in reference thereto, it is my· • ·-: 
conclusion that :th• Commission l.acka ·the authority to .d·eny licensure· ... •· 
to female app;i~nta. . :. • • . . • .. • 

. · . 
• : Rul$ .93 of the Boxing Commission. governing. the physical and mental 

condition of bo,xer21 is, at best, a vei;-y fragile ba-~is upon which to . • 
.qeny licena~re to .f~Diale ~pplicants. • • • 

··•. ' . . ' 
Th~ language of Rule 93 • reads ~• f' allows:• .. • ... 

,'i1'1'he, Commiasi,on· may· deny, revoke~ .01.'. .suspend 
the· 1.icense of any boxer for -physical or mental 
cause. ·F~ the ~poae of this ·rule, the • •. < ;. 
commission· shal.l ·be deemed to· have acted for : • •. 
cause .if the ccmmi'ssion· shall by ,.personal. . . •. 

• observation, medical reports4 mental reports, .. 
pa.st rec0,rds, ~ from other· informa·tion bearing • 
on his physical or men~al.conditiQn, determine 
that it would be injurious ·to the .boxer's ... 
physic~l or .·mental health to par't'icipate in 
a boxing contest. II • ' . · .... • 

The above-quote~ l~nguage 'in no man·n~r: ·J:~fer_s. to '.the. sex· of 
.-applicants,. ·or duly licensed 'boxers, and ·1~. certainly cannot be· . 
~ndiaputably concluded :that a person's se,x ·-constitutes, per se, a 
physica.l or· ment~l infirmity. which would. render .. one ~nab.le to· engage.· 

.• in tile spori; of poxing. • • • 


