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J July 21, 1975 

To: s. w. Remsay,. Management Ana~yst 

From: ,Jerome s. Matus., Aaet. Atty. Gen. 

.Bureau of the Budget 

Bureau of 'l'a.xa t1on 

SubJect: Application of Confidentiality Provisions of Maine 
Income tax Law to Addre.eaes Obtained rrcm Reports 
and Returns 

SYLLA.SUS: 

=:r:tm CONFIDENTIALITY PROVISIOMS OF THE MAIRE IKCOME TAX 
IAW PRECLUDE Tlif' FtJl«iISHING OI;t ADD~SSES OBTAINED FROM .REPORTS 
AND RE'J:'URHS REQUIRED 'l'O BE FILED WITH THE BU.REAU OF 'I1AXA1'ION 
PU.RSUAIT TO THAT LAW TO STATE OF MAINE OFPICIALS OTHER 'l'H.Al( 
'!HOSE SPECIFICALLY AUTHORIZED 'l'O OBTAIN INFORMATION FROM THE 
RE'l'URNS AND REPORTS ft.ND THEM ONLY FOR THE PURPOSES SET FORTH 
IN 36 M .. R.S.A •• §5340. 

FACTS: 

By memorandum dated June 6, 1975 you atated: • "In 
compliance with the Financial Procedure Manual tne Department 
of tducation and cultural senicea recently proces1ed a 
request to charge off certain account• to the bad debt account. 
'l'he primary reason tor failure to collect· wee stated ae "no 
current addreaa, 0 Since the Ccmm1sa1oner of Finance and 
Adm1niatrat1on baa re1ponaibility ror the Income 1rax D1v1a1on 
and bad debt authorizations it waa suggested that the data 
files ot Income iu be utilized to give a more current addre11 
on t~e subJeat debtore .. - ." • 

QUES'l'I01 a: ANSWER: 

Can the r!_att1. file• of the Income 'l'ax Division be utilized 
to give a more current addr••• on tbe subject debtors? No. 

REASONS: 

An addrees contained in the data files or the Income ·rax 
Division would be obtained·rrom an income tax return or report 
tiled w1tn the ~ureau or Taxation. S~ch an address would be 
a particular of that tax return.or report. 

The confidentially prov1~1ons o't' the State ot.Maine Income 
'.tax Law epec1f'1~ally l)rovides in pert1nen_t part: 

"Except 1n accordance with proper judicial 
order or ae otherwiee provided by la~~ it 
shall be unlawful for the assessor or any 
officer or employee of the liu.reau of Taxation, 
any person engaged or retained by much b\U"eau 
or an independent contract bas1s. or any 
person ~ho, p~rsue.nt to this section~ is 
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permitte~ to inspect ~ny report or return or 
to ~home copy, sn abstract or a nort1on 
o! any report or return is rumisbe4, to 
divglge or make known in any manner the 
amount of 1noome or a~y- particulars set 
forth or disclosed 1n C1ny report or return 
required under this part." 36 M.R.S.A. 
§5340 aub-§4 • 

lhere are exoeptions_ to the confidentiality provisions 
permitting the f'u.miahillS or information obtained ·from tax 
returns 01· rel:,orta required by ~e Income 1rax Law. lheae 
exceptions are limited 1n acope. lJnder certain specified· 
limited statutocy conditions the taxpa7er or hie legal 
representative, the Attorney General or Qthe~ legal repre­
sentatives o.r the .State ot Maine., a special interim legislative 
investigating committee ot· the Stat~ or Maine or its agent 
(36 K.R.S.A. §5340 aub-§4), the Sec.i·etary of the 'l'ressury 
or the United States or hie delegates., the officer or a state 
imposing a tax or their representative, (36 M.n.s·.A. §5340 
•~b-§6) or tax ()t'f1c1.ala oft.he State of' Maine (36 M.R,.S.A. 
§.5340 sub-§7) may obtain 1nf'ormat1on from the tax returns or 
reporte requ.1red to be .filed under the .Meine Income Tax I.aw. 
Also information may be obtained for the publ~cation ot 
statist1cs so claa11t1ed as to prevent the ident1_:r1cet1on or 
a particular report or return. (36 M.a.s.A. §53I~o sub-S4}. 
'lhe statutory provisions permitting the disc.losure of the 
information m11St be strictly followed. 1I'here ia no etatutory 
prov111on permitting the discl.osare of addresses tor the 
p1.1rpoaes of aseisting in the collection ot general liabilities 
d_ue the state even though disclosure of 1ntormetion relating 
to the enforcement ot e tax is a~thorized to certain officials. 

Jerome S~ Ma tus 
Assistant Attorney General 

JSM:mb 


