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·STA TE OF ·MAINE 
lnter--D_epartmeI'l:tal Memorandum Date July 7 . 1975 

To Col. Donald E, Nichols • Oept. __ .... p,...q..._b..,.J...,ju.c ___ s .... a..._f..,e~t~y'---------

( am Peter Gpranites~ Ass' t A G Dep~ __ ...,A .... t .... t .... a ..... r ..... n .... e-;:::,J:-~'-G.o;:ec+<n"'l:e>.J.r.-1.ai..J1-...._......_ __ _ 

s~~--A-b_i_l_i_·t~y~_o_f~ F_i_~ __ o_r _ c_o_r~p~o_r_a_ t~i_o~n~ t_o _ _ s~e_c_u_r_e~a~L- ~_· _ i _t_e_a_ K_l_e_c_ t _r ~i _c_i_a_n~l~s~-­
License; Only Master Electr•icians Ma v Emo lov Journevrnan Electricians 

SYLLABUS: 
. • (, - .. 

~ ... ,.':. : \ ... , . -· :~;l--,,. •• . ·,.'":. .. :.. · .... ·-
. .,.:. - 1.~ 32 M.·R.~ .A. §

0

11~1(5) •• do~s- not allow_ a ·firm···9;;·.c9r-pora·tion to s~cu:r:e: • 
a l~ited eleq~r~cian' s .: license.· \·/?:.•>. :·-:·f:_:·fi/~~---_: • • .. ·. _·_- ·-~~;~:;:f_·.·,: • ._.i,- :·-·:,~_'.;{:.-: • 
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2.. A .. limited ·_ele~trician I s.-:._llcense holder IJ1~y·· n9t . employ· ~:journey~t~;_~--. _.; 
man. e lee tric ia.n.. · · • • . .- , -:;_. ';°::· _. .,;;:. · . •• • - .- _- .. :=h·/; -: .... ·•. • _-... ::< • :( y ·:' : :. • ,t:'.:f..;j~·•;.- · 
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A POrtlap.d company,· employing-a person µolding._a·_;limite~ -~lec~rician•s·, 
license;-'+·seeks • to acqui~e: a · limited electrician •s· license for· the ·company. 
Once a limited. e le,c_t:r'i"c ian.·' s • license • is acqui-red~ • the company wants to • . · 
employ a jour.neym.an· :electrician to do wo~k ·wi.thin the scope of the .t-'.:'.-,·:: :·. 
limited electricicin •·s license.; • ••• • •• • 

'.. . . ' . . '•• '• : •. ::-:· 
:• . . • . ~..,; _: 

• • ••: ~ ,•' •, I• • . 

QUESTIONS·: .· • .• :·: •••· • :.- . . ·· -~-- :. 
. . \~ .. \. ,:•:_·.•·:. . ·: .. . _·:: 

1.· can a· .firm or ·C_orporation. secure a_ limited -~i~ctrici~n' s license. -using 
a limit~d electrician's license·: employee as tlie·basis for_ the issuance of 
said licen~e, -if_-·the electrical work performed by: said -finn or corporation 
remaine~ 'withi_n_. tbE;!. ·sc_ope .of the employee Is limited electrician Is 

license? .. No. • • 
' • • : . ---::::·'_=.·· < .. !'. . •. • .. 

•· 

2 .. can a journ~yit\~n ·.ei'ectri~.ian 
license holder? ,:No.-

be employed by a limited electricfan's .. . . . 
. ... ; ·· .. 

' . . . ·:: :._ 

REASONS: 

1.: 32 M.R.~.A •. §1101(5) (Definitions) states that ··"a limited electrieian' 1 
• license.. .. . shall .. be. granted to any person. . . . '' By defini tic:>n, only 

a person can be granted a limited electrician's .license. This -license· 
restriction to· persons also applies to apprentice electrician (32 M.'.R.S .A. 
§1101(1)), helper· electrician (32 M.R.S.A. §1101(3)} ,. and of a journeyman 
electrician (32 M.R.S.A. §1101(4.)). The only electrfcian's license that 
can be held by· a·. company is a master electrician: 32 M.R.S .A. §1101 (6) . 
says "master electrician means a person, firm or corporation ... " · (emphas 
added) Sub-section 1101(6) goes on to state. that if a firm seeks a maste~ 
electrician's certificate, the certificate must state the name of the memb1 

or employer who passed the master electrician's examination, or in the ca31 

of a corporation,· the _·officer or employee who- passe_d the master electri-· 
cia~•s ex~mination. 
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A firm or corporation's master electrician's license is void upon the 
death or the severance from the firm or corporation of the member, 
o_fficer, or employee holding the master electrician's certi'fica te. 

Reading these definitions in their entirety, it is clear that the law 
differentiates between the ability of persons and firms or corporations 
to acquire a particular electrician·• s license. Since 32 M.R.S .A. § . 

1101(5) only allows persons to acquire a limited electrician's license, 
a firm or·. corp6ra~ion inay not hold a limited e;J..ectrician's license . 

. •. ' .. '. . . . . . ., '. ~ 

2._ 'l'here is no statutory pr~vision ai~owing a _limited ele~trician'~ • 
. license holder to employ a 'journeyman electricia_n .. rn fact., a journey­
man electrician. may only ~ork· for a master electrician... 32 • M.R .. S .A.·· .. :.·_ 
§1101 (4 )_. states-· as ·.follows: • . .. ·,: __ f • 

11 'Journeyman .electrician' shall mean a perso~-,--doing 
work of installing electrical wires, conduits, • 
fixtures and other electrical ~quipment in the 

• emuloym.ent- of a master electrician."· (emphasis 
added) 

Therefore, a limited.electrician's· license holder may not employ 
a j~urneyman electrician. 
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