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( 
Joseph Hochadel, Ass•t. to Governor 

John w. Benoit, Jr.~ Deputy 

April 30, 1975 

Executive 

Attorney General 
✓ 

Title 15 M.R.S.A~ § 224 Re Expenses Incurred Incident to E.xt.radition 

~his is a reply to your interdepartmental memorandum of 
March 28, requesting advice regarding 1$ M.R.S~A. § 224, viza 
Whether the reference a·tatute obligates the state to reimburse 
Maine county and local1 law enforcement officials for. their 
expanses incurre_d while extraditing persons to Maine. · We 
answer the question i,n the negative. 

j 
. . I • 

The facts ·wb~ch/gi~ rise to your question a.re as followsa 
w . 

Pursuant to the'lthiform Criminal Extradition Act, ·ls. M.R.S.A. 
s 20·1, .. et seq., the/Governor issued a warrant commanding a deputy 
sheriff to take custody of and return to Maine a person charged 
with committing a c~ime in Maine but who wa_a located· in Sacramento, 
California. The deputy ~heriff then travelled to s~craauento, took 
custody of the- per~on charged with the crime, ·and returned him to 
the proper authorities in Maine. Travel expenses of -in• deputy 
she.riff• -inourrad pur•uant to · extJ:"adition hia~orically have been 
paid by the coµntiea. The deputy sheriff involved in this ea•• 
has :been ·.reimbursed by. !'ranklin County but the District· Attorney 
su:bmitted a bill tot~ State for reimbursement of the deputy 
she~iff's travel expenses, claiming 15 M.R.S.A. s 224 requires 
the State to pay theae expenses. • 

1,5 M.R .s .A. S 224 reads as follows a 

''When the punishment of the crime shall 
be the confinement of the criminal in the 
State Prison, the expen~es shall be paid. out 
of the ·state T~easury on the ·certificate of 
the Governor and warrant of the state Controller. 
In all other cases they shall be paid out of 
the county treasury in the county .wherein the 
crime is alleged to have been coaitted. The 
expenaes ·shall be the fees paid to the officer$ 
of the state on whose governor,the requisition 
is made and not exceeding 10 cents a mile for 
all necessary trav•l .. in .returning suc::h ~~pt-iao~er. 11 
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Expenses are defined in 15 M.R .s .A. § 224 as "fees pa id to 
the office.rs of the state on whose governor the requis·ition is 
made • . • .• " The expenses the statute refers to are expenses 
incurred -by officers of the state whe~e the accused is, not 
expenaea incurred by Maine• a agents _µi obtaining custody of 
·and returning the accuae,d to Maine. I 15 M.:a.s • .A. § 224 was 
mtended to provide clea~ direction ~o officers of other states 
as to wha_t governmenta-1 unit in Maine will pay . their expenses. 
15 M.R.S .A. § 224· was not .intended to r1egulate ·what governmental 
unit in Maine pays ~he expenses of Maine'• agents who obtain 

custody of and return· accused persons to proper authorities in 
Maine, 

JWBJr./ec 

JOHJf W • BENO l'1', JR • 
Deputy Attorney General 


