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R. M. Rideout, Jr. 
State Auditor 
pepartment of Audit 
State Office Building 
Augusta, Maine 

Dear Mr. Rideout1 

Tne~Attorney General has referred your letter of 
April 7,: 1975, to me. 

I understand your queetion to be whe~he~ or ~ot the 
Department of Audit hae access to Maine State lncome Tax 
~eturns for investigatory purposes. ·The answer to your ques­
tion is yes. 

The informa,tion contained in 
subject to statutory privilege. 
lawfuliy divulge the conten~s of 
specifically allqwed ~y stat~te. 

State· Income Tax returns is 
The Bureau of Taxation may not 
those returns except as 

36 ~.R.S.A. § 534~.4. 

Subject to the general· requirement that state Income Tax 
returns be kept secret, section 5340 contains the following 
presently existing exceptions. Inspection 111ay be -allowed: 

(a) In accordance with a proper judicial order 
[S 5340.4] 1 

(b) Toe •pecial interim .legislative investigating 
c0111D6fttee, but only for the lawful purpose of 
~he commt~tee [S 5340.411 • 

(c) ~o the secretary of the Treasury of the united 
(States or the proper authority of any state 
/impGsing an income tax where the statutes of the 
/ ~ited States or . such other state grant sub­
'stantially similar privileges to the assesso~ 

/ of th.is stat.a [S 5340.61 1 and, 
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(d) To other tax officials of this state only 
for purP9aes of enforcing. a tax law [S 5340~7l. 

Additionally, S M.R.s.A. § 242-A(G) provides the Fraud 
Investigation Division of the Audit Department with access to 
State Income Tax returns for use in connection with its official 
purp9ses. • 

Accordingly, State Inc0111e Tax returns are ~vailable to the 
Department of Audit for use in its fraud inveatiga_tion of 
state AFDC payments. 

If I may be of further assistance in· this matter, please 
fee 1 free to contact me. ,· 

very truly yours, 

ROBERT J. S'l'OLT 

RJS/ec 
~ssiatant Attorney General 


