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April 2211 1975 

Bbnorable Kathan Cohen 
Bxecµtive 0o'1ftcil 
Stat;e Bou♦ 
At1pata11 Maine o,330 

aiu Clllllllin~•~ Jlolllinatioll to P.u.c. 

Dear Bata: 

'l'hla is to advise you that it is ■y opinion your owner
ship of capital stodt in a regulated utility cSoea not 
aa.,at to • ,conflict.iag i.atet:eat tbat woul4 ba·r you, 
aa a member of the BXecut:i:ve .COIJilail. fJ:Oal voting on tbe 
quest.ion of con-.tiag to OD'VerllOr Lfmgle.r•• a01Buaation 
of senator Miaette CUlllllngs to mamer,bip on and tbe 
c.baixaaDabip of the Public Utilities oo.aission. 

Reither the constitllticm DOi" tbe atat.utea of Maine con
tain any··provia~~ns qualifyizw, _on ·CCRflict .of interest 
groanda, a Council mabe:a:' a right to vat;.e on any question 
pxoperly before tbe COUS'IC!il. Were the qo_estiona in'yo11r 
case to be ctaci~ accordi.Dg to standards enacted by the 
Leglalature for the guidance-of maabers of: that braacb ,"· 
of government, a ctiaqualifyinq conflict 1110Uld still DO~ 

exist. In situations like yours, a finan.cial beDefit 
reslll ttJtg frca the vote 1·a required to create a· conflict .. 
Plainly. no ascertainable benefit to the utJ.lity in· 
which you bold stock, or to utilities in genat'~1, can 
fairly be anticipated as a result of the appointment in 
question. 
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Of course, if you feel there i• m me • riak the general 
public,: might question n,ur indepancJence of judgment on 
tbi• vo~ ... you are at liberty to excuae youraeif, but 
that-deciaion . -ia neceaaarily personal to you. 

very truly youra, 

Jo••pb B. Brenn.an 
Attorney General 


