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April 18, ·1975 

Keith H. Ingraham, Director 

Phillip M. Xilmister, Assistant 

Alcoholic Beverages 

Attorney General 

'l'ransporta.tion of Liquor by Salesmen from state Liquo't" Stores 
to Licensees• Premises. 

in your recent memorandum submitted to this Office you inquire 
as to whether or not a duly_ licensed salesman may purchase· liquor 
.from a State Liquor Store ana deliver same to a licensee, such as a 
Class :A restaurant, hotel, or club. You also ask -whether it .is per
missible for a sale~man to pick up _an order for a private citizen. 
The answer to both qu~ationa is in the ~ega:tive. • 

.. FQr pu~poses of ·sale and distribution, salespersons are agents 
only. for those bl.ls·i~eas entities whose· products they are authorized 
to sell, or. otherwise engage in.~he ~olicitation of business therefor. 
Salespersons are n~t authorized to act as agents, servants, or employees 
for purchasers of liquor at State L~quor Stores, whether saia purchasers 
be licensees or unlicensed citizens. • • • 

our law pertaining to.liquor and liquor lice~ses prohibits 
licensees from offeri~g or donat:i:,ng gifts .or other. inducements to . .. 
purchasers of liquor, .. except· in· certain instances for which: commission 
approval is ob~ained. • 

28 M.R.~.A. s 305 ·provides in part aa follows: 

NExcept as provided·oy sections 601 and 
601, no 1icensee •~11, d~rectly or indirectly, 
,offer • o.r: . give any liquor, ·. or any price premium, 
gift· ·or inducement of any ' sort to other ·tra~ 
or consumer buyers, except such adverti sing 
novelties. of _nominal v•lue aa·~he commission 
may approve.· : 

• • "No licensee shall otfer to pay, make or 
allow, and no licensee shall solicit or receive 
i!l,!!Y allowance, rebate , refund or concession·, 
wheth.er i n. the f om of money or otherwist!L_ 
.in --:onnecti on with . the pu.rcha se o~Jiiior dea !!:_. 
i n .by such licensee." (emphasi s suppl ed) . 

Although a licensee of premise·s, such as a class A restaurant, 
hotel or club, may certainly purchase and -transport liquor from state 
stores.to their place of 1:>uainesa, it does not follow that a licensed 
salesperson·can provide this same service for such licensees. When a 
salesperson acts aa a purchasing and transportation agent for a licensee 
under these circumstances, he is not merely acting as an innocuous 
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conduit for the distribution of. liquor .. from the state liquor store to 
the licensee's premises .. His act constitutes an allowance, concession,. 
or 1C:Onsummation of inducament for the purchase of liquor, in contra
ventiQn of the terms of 28 M.R.S.A. § 305, quoted above. This is 
also true in re.gard. to the purchase of liquor on behalf of· private• 
consumers, since salesperso~s are not endowed.with any authority to 
engage in the transportation.and distribution ~f liquor. 

P -ILLI p ;r;t. KILMrS' tsa • 
Assistant.Attorney General 

PMKamfe 


