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George orestis, Director 

Leon v. walker, Jr., Assistant 

March _12, _;l975 

state Lottery commission 

Attorney General 

publication and Sale of Newspapers containing Lottery Advertisement 

BY letter of January 24, 1975, you requested a copy 9£ the 
recently enac.ted Federal .Lottery Law .. This. law· (Public· Law 53-
583; _88 stat. 1916) was recently received: by the.state Law.-Library 
and a copy is attach,d hereto. • 

In your letter you also asked the : following .-two quest:ion~· =.· _,, . • .. 

1. Under this law, can a newspaper 'published. iqMMaine and . . . .' .. :· _:, • 
carrying-Maine Stlilte Lottery advertisements, be transported :across:·,. :. • 
state li·nes am legally sold in ·other.states? -we answer .. _that·.· 

• the newspaper may be legally transported but that ·the quest·ion · _: ... : " · • ... : • 
of- the -legality of sale .of the .. newspaper _depenas_.upon the _law: · .• :._·. _· ·.:·. · ••. 
ot the .$tate wl'J,ere _sold,· which question• __ we··-ao.-not ·answer.: herefn~ .• :-_ ..... _ .... ·, ·._;! .. . . ' . '.'. .. . . . . . . ~ 

'l'itle 18, ··u~s-.code,. Chap~e/.61~ ·---~~ct.ion' l3oi/.·iforbids 'the .. -?i-i<··:_·.i . --~·.:: 
carrying 'in interstate ctnumerce of any -~dverti~ei9ent·.-.-of- a: lotte.ry,: . .._;:-,·;-.: 
and section 1302 forbidsddeposit.ing iz( the· ·:mail .or'. ·send;l.ng- or .':. • .... .-.·_ · ·_ .. • .• 
delivering by mail,· of any· newspa:per_ .cc,nt•aining_· ~ny' advert:Ls_emeri~ /- , _._.' ... . _._.::::_":-: 
of a~y lottery.·. Title 18, .u.s. code.,·-Chapter 61, -section _13·07, ·i.:·_-::/ .:,: • :.._:-;_: 
·as enacted by P.L. 93-583, provides in•para·grapb."- (a)· that 'the··.-: - . ·.-. · · ,:.-:·.-
provisions of _ _.sections· 1~01. through 13_~: .shall ~ot ·apply to .a·n ·- _<;,-: :·:_.:.:_-: · •• ., .. 
adver~isement,. list _of . prizes, or .. infor~tion conc:erning a.-.lottery ': <· . . . ;·_) 
conducted by a state acting under the ·authority of :state·_-law .. • • • • ·-,.·:-: ·· .,· ... 

• • • ' • • I• • ' :. ' • • • • • •• ' • • • • ' • : • • • • •, • • I : ~ 
• • ' • • • I' I •• ; . ' • .. • . :: • • ' • • • • ; : ' • ' : •;• 

•11 (l) contained in a newspaper_. published·. in _that • .·_ • :· • .. : • •.• ·._:_ . ·.,. ·.-.; 
st.ate· . . ~,. .• section :,4 of.- P.L·~· :· g3-sa3. amends·,_. , • -·: • • •• ·, • • _.. • • ·: l: 
section· 3005 -of Title· .. 39 of::the u.-s •. .-cod• -by _.-_ ... > . ·_ i .. i; 
adding at ·the end ·.thereof that·; nothing-... :Ln".-sec- - . ·• ·· >i;:_.-.:.- -'._. _., 
tion. 3005 prohibiting the 'conduQting of° a '· lot- :-· ,. .. :,. '.( 
te:r:y through t.he mails 'shall prohibit· ,the· ·mailing :, '.; 
of "a newspaper of general • circula.tion ·published • • .. ·:i 
in a State containing advertisements ••• -or 
information concerning a -lottery conducted by that· 
state·acting.under the authority of ·state law ••• " 
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The above provisions of P.L. 93-583 ·make it now legal 
to mail or otherwise transport in int~rstate commerce a 
newspaper published in Maine which conta~ns advertisements 
or other information co~cerni~g the Maine state .Lottery. 
When such newspapers have arrived at destination, however, 
they are no l~ger in the mails·, and the legality of their 
sale may dep.end upon· the law of th«i!l • state:·:of __ their location·. 

• • • • I ' 

2. can ane>ther state Lottery - New. Hampshire ·.sweepstakes,. 
for e~ample, purchase an adve.rtise~ent in;.a:,-Ma;i.ne • publi"shed. 
newspaper, the.i:eby advertising· in-Maine?° • we answer.. ·'no • 

. The Federal Law is not .c.oncerned with· a: pur·chase-: by the New 
Hampshire sweepstakes of an advertisement •in a pa,P.!r pu.blishe'1. , 
in Maine~ but it does prohibit the. carrying.· in. i~ter~tat~ commero·e .- • · .· 
or in thfi} mail of any advertisement;of a~ot~ery and· of ·newspape.z;-s·_.-. • :':-... 
containing the same ... : ·P.~. 93~583. legalizes only .an .. advertiseme·nt ·./ ·'.· .. . ·, ·.::, 
or information conce.rning a lottery ·conductea by, .a ·state· acting· · ·: · ••.•• •• 
under the authority·. of. state law, 11co~t'a·1ned in_ a ·newsFl~'r pub"".'._._· .. . • 
lished in that State;" • and the ~iling-;of · a ,· newspaper ·.9f° gene~al .,:';, . 

•• circulation published in a State containing '.an advertise~f;trit or. in-.· 
formation con_cerning: ~- lotte.ry conducted· :Py·: that state ·actiJ'lg • : 
unaer the authority of_ State· law· .. • .. •.• :'· .. :·. • • •• 

·,': ' 

. . . ' . 
:.": ·.: , j .. 'j '·. 

• .• ' .· . . • .... 

.,·• · . 


