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Terry Ann Lunt-Auc~in, Executive 
·Secretary 

Robert J. Stolt, Assistant 

5 M.R.s.A. §§ 4593.l(c) and 4593.2 
Places of Public Accommodation . 

February 11, 1975 

Buman Rights COJDIUission 

,:Attorney General 

Right of Water :Closets in 

• This replies to your memo- of Jan~·a:ry: 30·,- 1975, concerning _-_. 
:this subject. • • 

X understand your question to .be .whether in the abs~nce 'of 
a · standard manufacture~·water C-loset•'with''a ·seat ·20" high, a per- .. 
son ·constructing or altering a place of public ~ccommodation or .a • 
place Qf ·.employment. would :·be· '.in vdiolat·iori of·· 5: M.R.S .A. S 4593. l (c) . 
o.r 5 M.R.s.A.•. ,S 459"3 •. 2 by'.:installing the highest·available water .. 
closet of standard manufacture having a seat height of 19\"? . .. 
. . ~/!~, ~{.ll,~·.:-,!~t, -:~::i.r.: ~ri \)J'J'."::r~.-:'!'t c.:~· ,.· • .• ... ' ;'". . . .J~. . • .. • •• •• 

The last sentence of the 'first paragraph of 5 M.R.S.A.· . 
§ 4593.l provides that "[£]or any building or facility constructed 
s ·pecifiqally as a place of public{ ·accommodation on or atter • . · 
September 1, 1974 there shall be: . • • . . . . . · ·- .· ·., .• 
• . ·. •\ +• .. .:.• ·~··• .... - ,~ ~~t :.1:f..:·!::···.c:.~c i.":-. .'." -:~ .. ·-:·tt.n~.-:: ::·. • .. :, ··,;· ··:· .. , ~ ..... • • •• ~, ! .~ .. (''J.:.,: .. .. 

.. •.1 9,. _:iie.st roo'm~fa.cili:t::iespshould :have· ·at least· ·c>ne·· st~?-i ... .-
that is .. not less.: than : 3 ·;_feet:;wide, ·s fee·t ·in· -depth'; 'a· ,32 • inch··:•: 1 

,._. 

wide doqr ~~c;t t.. ~wing&: ·:~.ouj:,) 1:hand ta'i,ls "on each· side mounted:.· •• ,;:. ,;; ,·~ ,-
33 inch~~-.from .. _.:the,~fioor·, ·,_=.and ·:a ,.water • closet with··a ·1seat ·,-~: __ u ~,:: -, •• ; 
20 inches· hi:ih • . ··._:;°,~·•? . . : . . 

. • · · Subsectic;jn ... _.2; :~t :. ,i1ec.tion ;_4593 extends ; the :- above 'rest:r·oom·::::-. 
specification· ~~~~~~nt..s f.to:.,-~uildings or·;·facilities '-·constructed 
specifical)..y._ ~s .a.-.pla~~~of .. ·_emplopient on ,o.r:··a£ter '• Sept~mber•::'1/ 1974, 
or when •. the ·e~ti1;9a:~d): total. ~osts for remodeling 'for· e'!llar·g-ing :_·an 
existing ;J?!Illd~ng ~c-~~-~-s $ l~O, 000. 11 

• • 

There ··is -~~ -' in~iqat;:ion·. from· the _:language · of:~ Se.ctiion·· 4593 
or the record of.:~he deli,pe~j:ltion of th~ Legislature in. it~ e.~~ct­
ment that ._the sp~c~£ications arE!. to serve_ as .guidelines -or are· to be 
taken as _app.roxim~tioiu~. • -Th~·-specifications ·enacted by: the · 
Legislature in section 4593.l(c) are specific. They are the .· 
minimum specifications permiss:ible. ' The minimum acceptable · 
height for a section 4593 .1 (c) .water closet with seat "is · 20 inches. 

• • • :,.: _.: :.:;• =• •• ' ,. ~• ' •~ .. , •~.,.-: •I,:" •--•: : ,:• . ' ;: :•: ,• ... •,I ~'f~ .~•:>:~ 
Any person constructing or altering a place of public 

accommodation or employment will violate 5 M.n.s.A. § 459~~l(c) 
or section 4593 (2) by ·fai.ling to . install a .. .water closet ,which· .-.~ )i·. 

has a seat height of -· ~O inches. 

ROBERT J. STOLT 
Assistant Attorney General 

'?.JS/ec 


