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Ja1ues E. ~Ii tchel 1, Director 

January 28, 1975 'i 
~..aine State Housing Authority 

·Attorney General Martin L. Wilk,•Deputy 

Legislative conflict of tnterest 

This will -r~spond. to yolir· memorandum dated January 23,· 1975, , 
inquir~ng generally whe~her ~he Maine State Housing Authority may 
en~er in:to ~apsac:tions·with. ilegislators invol:,ving land qwned by 
legislatora. Without kn~ing. the specifi~ de~ails surrounding any 
particular transaction,•· we hes:i,tate t;o express any._precise views on 
the ma~te;-. In the ab~~nce q£ ·any specific facts, about all we can 
say is.that.there do~s not appear to be any constitution~l or statu~ 
tory provi~iQn .w~ic::h would, .eer !,!!, preqlude the Sousing Authority from. 
dealing. ~it~. legisla~s. . . • , .. • . . , • 

. . . . 
• _. . . , .. -. . • • • • t. • 

. 1 Where a,leg!~lator has.a coµflict_ of interest question regardi~g-
a .proposed tran·sa~tion he or she_ may, pursuant to 3 ·M • .R.·s.A. § 381-A, 
request .an advi~ory opinion and-guidelines with respect to the matter 
from the. committee'on Legislative Ethics.· You may. find it useful. to 
consult the·. chapter in .the stat~tes on Legislative Ethics, 3 M.R.S.A .. 
Cha.pter ;19,· 1§§. ~BQ, · ~ $eq. • fox;: examp1es of the kinds of activitie~ .. 
~,hic:h aX"e presumed to he conflicts of interest. .Among t;hese ·are: . .. 

I ' • • I o ' • ~ ' f • • • 

O • o • , • ~.- ; • l , I ' 0 • 6 • I , 

• __ , 111A •. . Where a Legislator or a member of his . _ 
:i,.mmediate, famil.Y. has ·a. direct financial .i,._nterest :.· 

., 
1 

·ox;-_ an· i~t~res~ .. t~oughi.~ close _economic as~ocia-. ,. 
· . ... tion in a contract for goods or services with the 

:· • . ·s·tate,. ~ state agency or authority in a. -~ans.,; -~.' : '. : 
•. ~cti_on :Dot .coyered _by_ J>U,blic · noticE; ,and _co_mpet~t.if!=\ 
, bidding. or by 'll;Di~orm,rates establish~d by the. _: -

... , State, a :.state age~cy authority or other goy,ern-.. 
~ental; entity or.by a . professional association.or 

• t. ,· or~aru.za ion. ·._ • .. . ... , . : , • 
• I 

.... 

•B .. Gr~nting or obtaining .special privilege~ 
, ,. exemptlon or preferential ·treatment to or. for 
_, oneself -or another, which privilege, exemption . . 

or treatment is not readily availab1e·to.members • 
of· the general community or cla~s to whic~ the 
benefici~ry be1ongs. u. _. 3 M.R.S~A. § 382 C-3). • 

"C. · use · or disclosure of confi4ential information 
obtained because of office or position for the 
benefit of self or another." • • 

By way of general advice, ~ny transactions petween tha Authority 
and members of the r,egislatur, should be approached with particular . 
caution and with a view tow-drds avoiding even the appearance of-a 
conflict of interest. 

M.J\R·r.IN L. WILK 
DeP.uty Attorney General 

ML'W:mfe 


