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Richard ~rringer, Oirec:tor 

Oonald G .. Alexan~~- Aaaisblnt 

January 13, 1975 

au.reau of PUJ:)lic Lands 

·Attorney General 

Questions regarding. Incomplete coastal Iala~4 Regietrr Foru 

We hava _re.ceived your. letter of pec:ember 10, .1974, requesting 
gui&ance with r411ga~d to. processing .of incomple.te coastal Island 
R.egiatry forma .. . • As the pe11.alty. for failure to file- such forrua, 
or filing forms which ·t.~rn out.to be void is high~~loss of rights 
to property-~n~ pi-oapecti~• r ·egisb:~ntli, utilizing this . procedure 

.. _f _or. ~• firat time, • should ~ giv~~ adequate opP«?rtunity to 
·correct mi11talcea.. courts are unlikely t;.o look Wl.th favor upon 
the State•a t;aking lan4 ~.the.basis of t~chl:\ical inadequacies of 
regi•tration·forma before ·proapactive ·regiat:raJits have ·oeen given 
an opportunity to correct such ina4equaci••• • . . : . . ' 

It ia suggested that the Bureau of PUl>l:Lc: · Landa give. each 
peraOA who baa· filed an inadetqUate form the opportunity to .correct 
the ~ror. 'l'hia aoal4 be ~one by ·aending the person a registered 
or certifiea letter, return receipt requeate4, describing -the 
' inadequacy on the11 registratJ.o]l .form, and '~:r:hapa also enclosing 
the form to be correc:tea, or a ·new form to be filled . out. 1rbe letter 
you ••114 ahould, • however, epecity a - time · certain. :(fOI:" example 30 day•) 
wit.bin which the correction •hould be made~ ·: ·.rhe letter should ·also 
warn .the prospective regist~anta of the implications of fail~re to 
file a Foper regiatration fo&m, _and might· euggeet that ·tbe recipient 
may wiah to c:onault his ~ her . attorney. : • • 

'.rhe •ame procedure should be follow-1 where payment of checks. 
has been refused f~ inauffiaient funds. 

Two.other observations: 

l. ·.rhe failure to sign the regi'atration form might be cor·rec:t~~le 
for purpoaes of your ~ecorda· by the demonatration·ot intent ·to file 
such a registration form e~idenced by a aigned letter ·which might have 
l:>een pz:eaente4 with the i:egiatration form; or the signed .checlc with : 
the ~•gist.ration fee. lfoWever, a~ain l:)ecauae of the ■i-:ijfie;!an~ legal 
im.pl.cationa of these tranaactione, it will be beat to have uns:i.gned 
forms corr•~t•d by _returning them for signature. 

2. so~• peraona may well not understand what is mEnsnt by "legal 
description" on the form. In those cases where you view the .legal 
descr~ption as inadequate, it may also be appropriate to describe to 
th$ . persona what ia desired and indicate to them that, for ~~mple·, 
they may oe able to copy tl1e legal description from the de~ for 
island which they may possess. • • 
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DOBALD G. ALBXA!1DBR 
Aaaistant Attorney General 
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