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December 20, 1974
W. G. Blodgett, Executive Director Maine State Retirement System
Charles R. Larouche, Assistant - Attornay General

Bligibility for Retirement Credits with éarticipati'ug District for
Former State Service

This replies to your memo dated December 4, 1974, concerning
this subject.

I understand your question to ba: Does 5 M.R.S.A. § 1092,
subsection 5, authorize the granting of service credit to a furmer
State employee by his participating local district employer for
service rendered as a State employee after the date of establishment
of the retirement system? The answer to that question is negative.

5 M.R.S5.A. § 1092, subsection 5 reads:

"Membership in the retirement system shall be
optional with employees in the service of a participat-
ing local district on the date when participation of
the local district begins, and any employee then in
sarvice who elects to join the retirement system there-
after shall be entitled to prior service credits cover-
ing such periods of previous service as shall be .
certified by the participating local district as
creditable prior service rendered to such local district,
or to the state, for which the participating local d;strict
makes accrued liability conkributiocns and all membsrship
service credits for which contributions are paid into
the retirement system by such member. Membership shall
be compulsory for all employees entering the service
of such participating local districts thereafter, except
those who are exempted under subsection 1."

5 M.R.S5.A. § 1001, subsection 17 defines the term. "prior service"
as follows:

"!*Prior service' shall mean service rendared prior
to the date of establishment of the retirement system
for which credit is allowable under sect:on 1094, 1In
the case of participating local districts 'prior service'
shall mean service to the district rendered prior to the
district joining the retirement system.®

The term "prior service," used in 5 M.R.S.A. § 1092, subsection 5,
above~quoted, refers to service rendered prior to the date of establish-~
ment of the'retirement-syatem, in view of the explicit definition of
that term in 5 M.R.S.A. § 1001, subsection 17. Accordingly, it cannot
be construed to include service rendered after the date of establlshment-
of the retirement system.

: 1f I can bae of any further aid to you in this matter, please
advise me.
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