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STATE OF-MAINE 
Inter--Departrnental Memorandum Date December 10, 1974 

To •• Keith H. Ingraham, Dire~tor_ -p/ Dept, .Bureau of Alcoholic Beverages 
\ t ).,,..,, / . 

,;, From Harrison B. Wetherill, Jr. ,"'As1t. Dept. Attorney General 

Subject Admission charges by class A. Restaurants 

You have asked whether the Liquor commission may authorize 
cla~s A. Restaurants to have a cover· or minimwn charge. The 
answer is yes, but only in those cases where .the-class A restau
rant• s· license is · limited to malt liquor; • . . . . • • • • 

:<~;- L<:1(::,:;~t:t;4:z::~{it!iat3i~;!!e:l~:~r;,:::;:tlf :\::~;\:i\f stt: 
-.-., ·· •.•.•.•. ···- · .... • .. ... ··--·· -·:-; .... malt .. liquor·'licensees ·who have ·be·en .. issued' such'·· • .. • '· •· •, ... ,.-,:~ ... ,., .. -'·· .· ·'' 

,t :!{\{::\{(t;7!~ih~t;t~7f ~iir:;,f bhaF; f 7:~~~ ;~1(·t:::c:>sFf ::r 
:,:~~----·_./ t,::._: ~~-_ ' .. ~:.The:··~b:ove 'tec·i.tatlori :iI{ §.':'·702' , .. of· .... ,Ge·rta'j,tr ·cir"cwnstari'ces'. ,undel;', ?;- • •.• .'. ,., _..:: 

, .. ·; --.. \·"_'.·_.:\.'··:· wh:i~)i' . ad~i~~ion· .. ·.may J:>~ .': ~pa.i:/ge_c:t impii'e:s . tba·t:,>wiie're' the :·f~cited :::/? .. ·, .:\('.:_._ .. '(_:.: 
•. •• · .. ·._:..'•_.-·· ::: ci'r<;!\irnstances ·~ ·db. ·no.t · ~~is~·>_· :.admiss'ion:·:·in~y not ·be·:• chairgec{~ ·:· T·he·. " .... :· _: :;· . .;_:-_>::,,;: :<i 
..... : principie .··of· statuto.ry ··con·struc'tion .. ·applied· here ·is t~at_·.··t:he .ex.:..•:. •• : .· · :. 
·_)· pression of one thing_ is the exclusion· of another·. Thus licensees 

who do not fall into one of the categories enumerated in· § • 702 
may not charge admission under any circumstances. • 

Both class A .. restaurants · and non-class A restaurants come 
within .the d~finition of res.tau.rant · found in 28 M.R.S.A. § ·2 (17) .. . 
The ·term· ,restau.rant . is: used .througho.ut ··T.itle ·20 to include.: both :· . . _ • ·. ·:·-i•· 

·:class· A.·:~estaurants .. a ·~d _·nor1-class· ~ .... r ·esta~.J;"ants .: . ·th~~~er1:11 •11 res·tau·-:-··· ... :,.:':· ..... 
rant malt liquo~ licensees 11

, as used in § 702, ;tRid~¥ore, both .. 
class A restaurants and non-class A restaurants whose license is 
restricted to the sale· of malt liquors. • 

The liquor commission has· 'iriterpr(!!ted the term . i•admission' cha,rge II 

·· . as ·· used. in §702 to · include 9over· charges and minimums. ·. :I concur in .. .'· •. 
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