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STA TE OF MAINE 
Inter-Departmental Memorandum Date December 6, 1974 

To W. G. Blodoett , Executive Director 

FromCharles R. Larouche , Assistant 

Dept.Maine State Retirement S:,,•stem 

Dept.Attorney Genera_l_ . _ _____ _ 

Subject Diso osition of Group Life Insurance of Deceased Natural Parent to Her 
children Adooted bv Anotre r ·Person 

This replies to your December 4, 1974 memorandum concerning 
the subject. • 

. It appears: that Shad two children~ A arrd. B; who were later 
· .. : ,-... ~dopte.'1:··.by- I:ier _par~ni:f:1. •. _Subs~quer:itly,. S .~ad two. mox:e chtldren,. _c .• : ... . . . 
... :. · .. and· D /-.-_.__rt· riow .appears i thi,i,t· s has .,d,ie_d ·:and .ha·s failed· to·. riarne ... ·a·. :·: :. • .. ::_: . ·,· .- ·: -:,. •• • 
.. :;_._\:'.:ben~~i_ciar·y.-_.q'f_·: t;hef .'proceecis: :0£:.,:he~: gi::oup • j.ife.·.,fr1s:uranc~ .r:·: You· beJ,.;j..e"7'.e:.·~---•. ,- _.':- °f,' 

- .. ~::·:· ·._! tl1.'a t.: _.d.i;s_tri1:ltition· ·of .':_the· -:p:i;-oqeec1s· ::of.'.-.t~is :_ -insuriit,.nce. • sh_ould>-be_. iade'. on:: _:.:,-.·_: •. • ::·
, :_- :-'.i ;a·n;.:·equa'i·· bas1s· ::to· .. :·,e,i"ch·~o:f ·:.th~.-:::f_ouri children;·:: .. A;•.· B,·.~:.C/an.d::·O' .• _.-., •. you .. aski:., i::·.:·· -·~: • ~

_· .< ·. <; whether.: or··,.•not: I 'cfoncur.·.::-irf"tha:'t; 'c:ionciuait,rC>·:·. "irJ:ie·. aris.wer' .td .:that .'.. '.· •. ' '.,::· · • •. ·: ',_·· 

·••· 16.t:;c~t.? :~J;mttt1rt~}~?{;d,,:,{}i:L~:1})i:kt•• J6aC~li{iiist~; lti::: .... • :\,jj 
.. _:.:_:,,·.: a_.~de'sicjria_t.ed :benefic.ic!.':ry;• . ."an:d: .no. widow:: or· widowe~ ;-: . .-distribu;f.iqn: of .. the:/.~-- • . .. ;, 
•••• ·:_\-~· ... pr?·cee<:1~ \o.f,:_t~e..: ~~-~jf.:iif_~· :1,1'.l~U:t::ai;ice "s}iall; b~· ·~ade' _to"the·:.Ph:i.ld ' __ ot ... :\. _::; · .: /:',: ,·.:/ · 

·.~·_..ch1.-ldren of· _such ,.employee~.--~·'\· ..• "· .. ·, .:·s M.R.S.A.··:§ _.1001,. sub""'..§·.6 .": .. _; ,, •• :· • .. \.·. ~· .. • 
-:- .... defines chLLd or children.- as· ·follow·s: :· ... _.. · ·· · · ••. '-~: .. '--.~·.·_.,.. • ·' : •.. .- •• .. • .. • ;·_:: :-' . ,. · 

. ... . . . ' .. • •• • . ~ . '.· •': .' • • • . ; : . 

"'Child' or· 'childr~n• '.shall mean any .unmarried 
natural, born· 9r unborn, or legally adopted 
·progeny of the member·, under 18 years of age, or 
adjudged mentally incompetent by a probate 
court of the :State ·.of Maine, or certified. by 
the Medical-Board of· the Maine State Retirement. 

.. System to be physically a,nd permane~tly in-
.... _·.' _.,.·:.-.· .. :>capacitate.d· ... ~•-.i ··:··.·.: ··,.· ...... ;,:::· .. _.._.· __ ..• _- :_: ·· ·'·· . · _:·- . .. ·:., :_: . 

• • •• •• • • ·. : :-~~ ~:l~.·s·:·A~·>_;~:··.~-~~-,··:· p~-~~-i~~~ \~~~---~~:·_:~~~P~~d -~hi~d "shall 

not by reason .·of adoption lose his right to inherit from his na,tural 
parents or kindred. " • • • 

While the distribution of the proceeds of this State- group 
life ·insurance is •not "a~ inheritance," they are. analogous and these 
two quoted .statutory provisions de.al with essentially the same· subject, 
i.e., the matter of distribution of p'roperty upon death." Accordingly, 
.they would seem to be a·ealing_with the.same subject matter and 19 
M.R.S.A.· § 535 may be taken as an expression of the legislative intent 
with regard to adopted children under 5 M~R.S .A. § 1:)..51, sub .... § 3 •. • 

If I can be of any further aid to you in this ·matter, please 
advise me. 

CRL:mfe 

CEARLES R : .T;ROUCHE 
Assistant Attorney Ge~eral 


