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·\ Naynai-d c. Dollotf, conm:I ssioner 

Phillip K. ld.lmia~er,_Aeaiatant 

Bear J)amage to Bee Hives 
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··: :',::: -_: .. ,. . ~eptembe~ 4, _. 197~. 
. . . : ~ • . • 

, Agriculture 

.: _.· :::,·.:_.At~y ·c;eneral 

' .. _: ·, .• ,·. •, ~ . 

Prior to the recent enactment of· (P .L~_-. · 1973, · • c;..·· 776.) • the owner .. • . • _. 
of beehive• wbo sufferecl dama~ OZ' 4e•'f:Wctio:11: of., aame by wi14 · .- • . '·_. , • ·.: • 
animala,-,·_cou14 OJlly aei9ik ccapenu:tdon t•:-bU··.io.a-by apply.t.rag for:-: . . . 
rt1~w~•---~ ·,fz'oll the LegiaJ.ature~-- 'l'be"'1en'IIOl:ment.-:otLtba -'ibeihive>·· ·.-._ .• 
4-age statute" bygaaaea the cucnd,tows· ·1egialative. n:l.labu•ement: '.:' .•• :·_.·. • . . 
note-~-- -~J.4ee for application fo:,:. ~~f.~nt. ~ctly ,-fmm :_, ··.': .. · ::·.:··.: 
the_ De~·:o~_~i:~~~--•_::_<: .. •. ··i:_:·:.:: .:.'•,·:,/.:_::_'.\i.: ·_;::-_:-__:·_·._·.<:<.·- _:··,-.<· · __ _.,.:·· ._.;._.. ___ .. _·:/.; ___ •. __ ·_:·>~ 

ae·attache4 ·•tat.emant to your-memo'.:QDCSer._·de.te·_·'o! .JU1y·-23, 1974 •. \ ·_ ,.,- _.·. -: 
iQCU.aataa ·ttaat ~ owncu: ·o~ the beehivea::1n··qoea_t~Qll .. 1N!fe~ damage···: . . : ··., 
·on ~11 24, ·1973, •Utbtly. mon tun 2 ·:mon~, .. prioz(:to ·th• ef!ect.ive._ ... _.··: ••• .< 
'date of the 111:)eehive da11111g-e._atatute• •. : ----: ,>.' :,;_··; ·· . .-_'··. :· ... :.:.: :-~·.- .:,- .. • •. :.-:•·: .•. ·. _·:\:"_."< .:-_ · .: . : • ... 

. • •. •.,Quo·~~~.;.w,i.tlij ~1±Cl'CJ~illlr12··,d·.•·:·/·;:; .. •;: 
• _reapoui'bility ~r tbis.~ot _to-honor tbia .. (enc:loeecl):••tatement?.' _ _. .• : . • ... ·:' 

.. ~-~~- -/~~"- :':,·: .;-/.'.·:'.: -~- ·:_ .. ) :•:-/ ·:·<\ :•:··\_-\: ... i:•_::: •• ,-::· .. i:\ :-::.---. :,);::_·:: ·:i>.··~)/ :·::·:··<,:"::-:,/.·_:.:.i:_:,;'::<'. .. · :'.:,_ ::'.':.-·,'. _ _.·: .. \ _·: ·:.··/\<' ::.·:-_ ... :\>.·_i/ 
};/ • .•• ·_:·: 2/ ~-··._t!M~- '•4:1.ng ~f .th~_-Aet. OP8~~1ly '.~.-,~t:t~--pa~nt_.·_; __ • ••• _.-:i 

: o:f: clemagee· idliotecl 011. Nehive•~-rente4-. 'by ·the. re•J4o~te. ,·of :·Ha~?::·:·:. • . ·: • :-· • :· 

.·· ~//~?:·•. \:.··.•·. <:;,. ~ ii··:.·.::,: {:•. \''' /;/: './·; • :(\ , :.·· ·i; 
. : · ·._ . .-,.· ••. J:>OM· tbe. law .apply to 4amagea to--lMiehivee'prioz•-1:0···'1mle:2a;:.; ·:-: . ••.• .. ·_·. :-
.'1974 'Whea. the'·le9:l.a1•tion_beemne .e:ffec:tiwJ.-· .. .-.·:.<. • ,:.-.:.: ... _: ·: . · •::: _. .. · ... :· .. ::.·.' • .. _· .. ,-_. -:::_ ••. : ,1j 

. • . . . . . •. ., . •. ' ' •. ' • :. • .: . • ••. ;" _. . . ' ' . ·, • ' •. ·.= • • : • ' : • • ~ 

Answezi,···mo · -· •. '.- _. ·e:.:· • ... • • ·._ .. _.:<·:--:>·'·/,·· · ·'._· ... -:--: . · ... _·_._.-,.:·-:-_:. . • .-:._.:._· 
, ,'' . _. . .- • ' •. •. ·. ; i': I • •• '. ' • . , ' ' •.' ,' _.. ' _..,." , ' : ' '• ,' ,',:: • ' •• , ' , •: .• : • : , : .. : •' • ,,_-• ' • : ' ·." ': •• ' .' ' ' , ... '. ' : 

. • : ·xn .1:'08,pon&• to queations mambe~ ·o.e _ _.... tbnei :1t amst be· . . ·:--·· . . • • .. : 
stated tbat then. :I.a no evidenc:e .. of ·any ~•~t:1. .. ·:·izatent to;in4ic:a~.-',-_. ·, • 
,that tbe. law •ball·. awly':ntroactively, u :•1i. _u .'~pect:Lvely __ as .o:e.::-· ·. _·.: ,: 
-~ 28,: 1974. :-. Xt ·tbenfore follows ,t:11at·.~•ation· for dam:cage to-"•.· .-_:· ·.,-· 

. beehive c:olcmiea.or.· ao-called· "apiaries•,-·.~-prior· to .'1\lne 28, • •• . .. -_.:: 
1974, -~t.-be sou.ght·'thz'cNgb _legislative:.~• · • .- • . : • .- .. :. _. ., -. . • • _: 

.•:: ·.• .· · .. : -~ .. ·::•_. .. ~-.- . . ·;· ... ·.: 1~· ··.· .. . _:. ·, .. · _· :..~.'-,; ~ · . . • .• :,:,.. :_/ .. :.·~ ... · .:·. •. _. · .. ·.-·.-· ,•.: ·.· .. . :.-.: .... ·-~.'t 
-· · ···:i:n·.t11.e:inlft:aat cue~·,-even if ;the: J.aw··.-~n -applicab1o; it would.<-' ·_.-:(, • ·:_ ·:: 
appear~~. u commi••io~r.,_, you. would_~:-~.-ree~•ib~•-for··pa~nt • ... ~,.;-· ·,:::-_; 

of~- withiA ~~' .•·. •• ;,t·,: y •··.> • •.••·.· ;/: < 
. ·. :' ·~ . : ' • . . .• 
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•·, . 
. 'rhe.app1iaab1e lang\lage of. (P •. L.· 1973, ·o. 7"!6) ~eada •s 

followa1 • 
. . -~ . . . . ·.•:ii_-:~·· •. : ;._;:·1_

1

_:: .. ••• '.:. ,· . • 

. 11W'l\eneveJ: any beebi ves, • bee ooloni••·· :oif1·bone~i . 
owned.. by a reai~nt: of this Stat•,. ai:e ~ge4 . -
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