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By adding the. words· ''a.nJ year" t;o the statute governing the 
essential information which must be apacified in an application for 
an abaentee ballot, it must be concluded that the Legislature intended 
that a apace aboula be provided in the body of the application where.in 
an applicant shall set forth the year as well as the type of election 
.in which he wiahes to ·:vote. 

The applicable lang11age of (P.L. 1973, c. 7_1~) :r~ads as follows; 

"Tne application must-contain a. place for the 
following: Name of applicant; address, address 
to which ballot i~ to._be sent, title . .§.m! year 
of election ~t which ballot is to be cast, 
name of.party in which he is or desires to be 
enrQlled, date·of·appliaation and signa.tu;e of 
applicant. • 

The Legisl.ative intent se~to.diatate that an application form 
be·composed in which a sepa.r~~e blank· space be set forth in said 
application, underlined by the word· 11 year". 

• : ',1, . . . 

In- c:losing, I note that you inquire.· in your memo aa to th$ need 
to print a a,peaific year o~ t~e application forms. I would advisa 
against this procedure. The obligation of providing relevant • • 
information as a condition precedent to obtaining an absentee ballot 
is plaaed upon .the voter-applicant and not the Secretary of State•s 
Office. 0.lsv, as a practical matter, leaving a blank spac~ for the 
clesignation· of :year, will allow uee o:f•·the same applicaticm forms for 
subaequef;lt el.eations, abse11t fur·c.J1er legislative .directions. 


