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July 9., 1974 

Robert B. Washburn., Diribor Bureau of vetereina 1 services 

Martin L. Wilk, Assistant Attorney General 

veteran■' small Buaineaa Loan Program 

m,wus: 
Bureau of veterans' services may not certify for loan eligibility 
purposes., a peraon who ia preaently oa active duty in the Armed 
Porcea who meeta the war-time and residency requirement■. .It may 
only certify qualified veteran• who are separated from the armed 
force■ at tbe time certification i• requeated. 

PJC'fS: 

x~ a resident of Kaine, ia currently on active duty aa a member 
of the U .. s. Army and ill • stationed in Maine. Be has aened con­
tinuously in the A,:my since the early 1950~• and wa■ diaeharged 
to· ra-enliat. eimultane0U11Ly each four-year period. thenafter. 

X has requeated certification by the Bureau of veteran•• services 
a■ being eligible for the state'• veteran loan parant• program. 

gtJBS'fig[ yd .IIIIPl,1 

May the Bureau of vetena■ service■ certify for loan eligil:ility 
purpoa .. , a peraon who 1• presently on active dltty in the Armed 
Poree• who meats the war-time and reaidenc:y requirements of 
Chapter 600, P. L. 1973? Bo. 

BBASOJSi 

ft• texm -Veteran N ia defined, for purpo"•· of the veteran•• 
Small Buaineaa Loan Act. (hereafter -VSBLA•) Chapter 600., P . . L. 
1973 (37-A, M.R.S.A., § 41-SOP) a■ follow■: 

" 'Veteran• shall be construed to mean any 
per■on who served iD the ~ Po.re•• of the 
united States on active duty during world war 
I, world war II, the Korean war or Viet Nam 
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war. not dishonorably diacharged. A •veteran 
of · the Viet ITma WU ahall have ■erved on ac­
tive duty for a peri~ of more than 180 day•• 
any part of whieh oecurred afte~ Auguat 4• 
1964. except if he vaa c!l■cbargec! for a aerv­
ic• connected diaabi1ity after auch data.• 
37~A, M.a.s.A •• § 45 (10) . . 

While th• foregoing definition does not expce■aly.atate . that the 
term •veteran• ■hall not apply· to per■on• currently in the u:-4 
fore••• it ia our opinion that aucb a constnciion i• rauonably 
implied by th• language of . th• atatute an.d fully aupported by the 
J.eglalative hiatory. 

'fhe vs&XA repreaenta ·the .Legi1latu•'• implementation of A1:±ie1• 
14-• of th• Maine Conat1t-ticm, which permit•~• pledging of th• 
credit of the State for guaranteed loan■ to qualified veteran■ . 
within proacrU•4! limite. While there· la no reported di■C!Ue■ion 
on the floor of either th• uouae or~• senate with respect to · 
the purpo••• of tb• ·Act itself. there wu eonaiderable di•cua■ion 
regarding the parpoaea of the Article 14-B _of the· conati tut:Lon. · • 

. Thi• latter proviaion wu de•igned to ben•f·f.~ •retlll'ning v•~nn• 11 

or veterans who·had 11compl•1S•d their duty." 
' . 

•Th• purpoae of r... D. 1990 originally was to 
·recognl••• in one more tangible way. the ape• 
cial ••rvice given to our countq by dsidenta 
of Main• WO have ccpplet;t4 th•lr duty in th• 
Armed Pogc••• .With thouitand• of our new veter­
ana unemployed and with the ·unemploymen~ ran 
higher for th••• young· men. than other ciiuena, 
it i• e■pecially fitting at thia time to aug­
geat: aiding th• t:o becOIIII reaourcatul. procluc• 
t1v• cLtizena once again by ~iding the •-~t••• 
credit to uaiat them. in establi•~ing their own 
■mall buaine••••·• Legislative aac:ord, vol. 3 -
Bou••• rebruuy 17, 1972, p. 300, Mr. Lewin of 
Augusta. 
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; "At. thl• time, howevez;-., w are faced with a 
crisi■• or many of the returning y•taran1 
are faced with a criaia of how to find•­
'ployment. • Legialativti Record. vol. 3 -
Bouae, P• 301, ~- Curti■. of O~o. 

xn v:Lew of• the for:ego:l.ng, we cone lude t.h~'t the VSBLA wa• intended 
to apply only to qualif:l.ed _veteran■ who have bem aepara~ad from 
the Armed f .orcea. 

JW\TDl L. WILi< 
Aa•i■tant Atto~y G~•ral 
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