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Lt. Col. Donald B. llicbole. Chief n 
. . . . • l'~ (_ . . . ' . t 

Jon A.· Land,' Attorney Genera·l l'7 . 
. PUblic. Disc:losura of Games . 0~

1

ChanQe 

sp:1,a,usi, 

~ly.9, ·1974 

B11rftP o:f., State· POlice 

Attorney ·General 

'1'be Chief o.f the State Police must allow licensed ·diatributo:r:s 
and prlntera of gambling. material.11 to lnapect a lla·t ~ -lic$naed •• 
operators of games of ehance. Althougb ha may not: ~. a fee 
for P"PUation of the liatt ~ Cbief of the ~tate PO°l"ioe iii 
entit1ec1· ·to the ou·t-o.f-poaket expenae o• reproducing copies of th• 
11st :for req11aatJ.119 memben of tu paJ:>llc. • 

Th• Chief of the stat. Police Ls authorlzed#aiMter ·11·.M •• 1t.s.A .. 
f332.,. to license oectain tnea of o,:ganization• to opa:ca·te games ·of 
chance... UocSeJ: 17 11.a.s .A. -SSl37,'., ~ ... he· ia- authorked to l!.cenae 
·.diatriblltc:aw and p:1ntu• of gambling materials. The State. Police 

. have:_~eparad- a list of alt· o,:vanisa·tlons 1!.cenN4- to operate game. 
)' of aliance. A licenaed distributor baa requested a copy of the list. 

QPISZXOIJS I 

1. Must the· Chief of tile state Poliae allow lioensed distrt~
tors alld priDUIZ'a to inspect a list: of the oqan1zatJ.ona • that have 
been licensed to oi,erate czamea o! chance? Yes., 

2. lf the aw•· to question 11 i•. a.ffimtlve. may th~ Chief 
o~ the s·tate Police cllarge a fee (a)fo.r: its prepar:atioa or (b)for 
expenaea of· reproducing copies Whan copiea a.re repeated... (a) Ito. 
(b) Yea .• 

IM§·Q■; 

Although the Chief of the Stat:e Police ia not required by atatut:e 
·to oanpila a lia·t of organizations licensed to operate cgamea· of . 
·clu~nce, if ll.e (or hi• •ployeea) pz:epares such a list in the course 
of his .-6£ficial dutias •. that lia~ is a public record within the 
scope -r,f_ "'i tla I M.R.S.A. 1405 and aa •UC?h IUlllbera. of the public are 
entitled ·to inspect it du·ring regular bwrinesa boars and to make notes 
of its coatenta or photographic or photostatic copies. 
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:ft might be aqued that th• •~ept.t.on prov1cied foi'· in 1 M.R.s.A.· 
1405 (exemp.ting . frcm diaclol!nira • r.aoi-48 apec:L:f 1aa11y deaignated confi
dantl.al by atatute)' ie applicaJ:,le in 'i'ic;bt· of '1'1~1• 25 M.R~S~A. 51631,. 
which declares State Police criminal aa4 adminiatrative reoorda to be 
c~~n~i•l. lfONve~. 25 M.R.s.A. 51631 waa not intended to exempt 
recorda a11c:b aa the aubjact list from the rnedom of Ac:aua Lawe. I 
beu .• ,,. . ·that· 25 M.a.s.A.· 51&3l·wu intended to withhold · from .. th• 
pUblLa ·OA1y· tho.ae ·.a:ec•rct• of, th• ··s·tate ·fol.ice the ~iealoa~ ·ot lfh·lch 
might jeopaa:db_e:· th•·· ·tnv.e1;1.t~ga~OA <,~, ~r~ea11ti~ll _o, J"t~.t.ng · &,J:iininal 
ca•••· .o,: be :ot:hewi•• -4-~ilaent.411 .to the intereat■ . of ·.•t:~q. .DI.•• 
aloaura ot -tMl· Hl>;ieot; .. 1,-,j,;.'.~Ollld ~n .. ao:-:w~y"j••·~•~- -~' atattt . 
iilbtnata. :aC1!119ht • tc> be ·;~teQ~. _by .. ~s -.••:~.s~A. ·.,1631. ·More~, '· 
there- ta a campelling r•••on· tor pc11c dUoloaure o• the information 
eo.n~1M4 w.t.~ln the 11at (1.e .. ldantf.ty o! U.ceu.a q,er•ton· -o• · 
game, of dlt.a~e) t IHIIN:r• o! the p11bl.t.a; aa well ... dlia~ibli-toz-a and. 
printer• o~·.1•U09-matesJ.ala,.::.~•~ .~ lfbat. orpn.l•ationa are 
lu:•naed :to -ope~at411 . .-v .... _•· _a~ •~•: .- bef;•~•~·.:_ .t..~ _ 111 .u~;a•~.1 to ·.-r,~ci
pata ·in an. .unlio.,..-4. P.11' or -~ ••11 qllJllbliag m•.~~1•1• _t;:o· Ul'.IJj.aenaed 
~aid&•UoJ;•., . ·x•.·--U.t"JK of-.--~. ~~~*ion~,; :~ • 1n • t .~b~ • ~~ ·: 
th'• a_trong. plier ,oliGY faw,'°.t.ng:_-~l!lc;t•l,q•~•, .. ~·:_conclude .. t:'h~~ th•. : l 
•~a .. s ~A •. 5405 -,.caption.£.•·· t.~.~~~able ... .-.·. . . .. •• • . . . . . . . . . . . 

. : . It .: t.• ·the . CP.W~ of tbi• o~!lc•• therefore; ~t .. th•. Chief· of 
the s1:.a·te Poli.a• m1ae.t allow· licenaed 4iatz'lbato1:• OJ:' printer• of 
gamb.l!.ncJ ma.t:41&".t.ala : $114 • .qy o~ez:: ~r Q.f·. the P,11>1~ to· inapec,t.. the 
·11at. : • • • • • • • • • • • · .... · .. • 

.Al>aent.-statutory authoJ.;_.~-~~~:.:_:a ·.:,~ .. ~y no~,.~~~ ~or: -~
·penaea , .. .tnaurna ·1n lbe prepas:~tion -~• -.the list. lf ·.~ Chief of· the 
State POl.ic:e (or: hU empl~•).. ~ -i~· n«:~aary to GCDpila the 
li■t., .puseuant to 17 M • .a.s.A. 1344 ex.pens•• _incured in ·th• prepara
tion of tbe 11at muat be paid :frcm f••• ao11ecte4 un4er 17 M.a.s.A. 
5339;. • 

Al·~ the Chief o,f t:Jie. Stat:e Po1.f.oa .·ia ·unde~ nc>.Qblig1~#.PP t~ 
• !urm.,h : copJ.eli of . the : ~J.a.t,· by al.ear . iqaplic:ai.t.OJ'l &cm· 1 M. a.s ,A. · f405 
Jia: ·i• lliRPlfDd • to : f~8h _cop~•~ to ~r, of th_• ~_li~ ~o -~eat 
to . iupliet the lia.t. . Whan th•. (:Jllef o~ tJ:te state . .Police . parfom• thi• 
aeX'Yice bt ~eprodua.t.N., aopiea ot th• ~iat,· ~• l~ . en~itled. to ~• out• 
of~kat • axpenae,· lncarn, in perfo~ng the ■erviae •·. 

JOII A. L1D1D 
Attorney General 


