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Lloyd K. Allen )., (, (__ 

Jon A. Lund. Attorney General 

confidentiality c,f '1'apea of Meetings 

SW:M'Ii= 
'. 

r .'.hme 6, 1974 

Maine Guarantee Authority 

Attorney General 

Any-member of the public haa 'the righ~. to li~taa 1:o tape record­
ings· made by· the Maine Gui,q;oantee Authority for' its own· use daring • 
nomal bilairieaa hours ancf uncJer 'such reaaonable a:ma:Ltiona aa will 
assure the· secarity ·of. the. recording. . ·:. •• 

PAC!'s: 

: The Maine Gllarantee Authority·.makes tape recordings of··it.s 
periodic wsinesa meeting.a. • The meetin·gs. are not exemtive . 
sessions~- '. ~- recordings az;-e. not. t.rans-cribed. • lnsteacl, • lainut.ea 
are J?repared by the Authority staff from notes: taken·at. the meeting. 
The recordings ·are used in the event' there ia a:··dlapute·:.over .' 
what was said ~1;... ~ meeting.. • • • 

Does any citizen have a right to listen to the tape reaor4ing•? 

Yea. 

gyop.1 

. T1- fteadom of Ac:ce■a Law, l M.a.s.A. SS 401-406, declares that 
the busineaa of·public ag$11cies, such· as the Maine Guarantee 
Authority~ ia nthe peoples' baaineas." ·rhe Law opens regular 
meetings to t:he·publia and requires that all final actiona be 
taken in an open meeting. A majority of the Board. may vote to hol4 
an executive .. aaion •. but. may take .no f'1nal. act.ion at. such a 1DHti11g. 
llm.bera ot the public are not only entitled t.o attend. ~t to 
tape record, open meet:Lnga of the Board, provided only that the 
meeting is not disrupted and the recording does not interfere 
with the orderly conduct o·f the meeting. 

tithe Preedom of Acces■ Law doea not require that the Board 
tape record it.a meetings or keep any ~•cord other than 81lch 
minutes as are required by law. flloae minutes are expressly 
open to the public. Although ·the· Board'• tape recordings are neither 
required to l>e made nor ezpreasly 4eclared to be available to the 
pul,1:1.c, it 1110uld be capric:Lou■, to aay tbe least, to hol.4 that the 
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pul,lic •Y not. bear th- tape•·vben uy citlsen might. 
have a~t:mde4 the maatiag and: ll&d.e hi•·own recor4ihCJ. 
Con■equDtly, it- i■ our ap:lnicm that any aitb• MY li•t.-
to. any NCOrd~g of a· meat.intJ, not. _properly· held .•• • --•~iv•. 
••••ion. .'J.'he Authority liay, ol ~••,- !anpo• rea9DftaJ,la ·mnclition1 
to. eafegua~: t:t.. reaord!tlg. • • • • 

' ' 

•in•'• P.reedom of :Aoaeas· Law, one ot the 'broa4eat. end 
a,oat liberal of any at.ate~ •• diuignad to aubj•ct the worJd.nv• 
o~·PQ!)lic aganci•• ·t:o public. ■ai-a~iay •• flllly as_poa•:lble 
and to. limit:. •trictly. ttae i'ftoord• thlit. c=oul~· -l)e_ ·wltbhalcl from , 
-lie ·view~ .•. 'ft\♦ import:an~ cf!· thf.11 _ob:jecf:ive. is _partiealarly 
ev.t&mt! ·•an :an : .. Af~Cf.. _ha•:·~ ••z:~te~ Aat:borliy•_a. extraordinuy 
powr to:pleclge t:h• Cddit of tbe·etate.in .gaaranbN!ing·•· loan to 
a,pri..,_1:e enterprise an4 t.herehy cc:adt. .. 1111bs1:antial pu])lia. funds. 

• 1101: only l• it.e .:'bu•in••• .th• people•' bua:l.n•••• . it• ·a,ney ia the 
people•• money. 
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