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Bdgat, Se~retary of state 
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m,lr!BUSs 

May 9, 1974 

state 

Attorney General 

A vot$r who cancel•- ·hia enrollment. in a political party and 
who, tbereafier, witbouti'.changing liia .voting reaiqenc•. from one 
munic~pality to _anot;her, enrolia in a differ.ent political ··party. 
may not·vote·at· a·ca'licu or primary election within three moaths 
from the·date.of bi•· cancellation. sucli ·a voter is, during the 
three .lllObtha i5eriod following liia,caaceliatioil, bound-by the same 
restriction~ which apply .-to_· changes 'o_f em:oUment. 

ffiC'!St 

Your office has· rece-ived -indications· that·.sit.uations have 
arisen in-variou coamunities with,rea~ct to voters cancelling 
their enrollment _in ~ .P,Oliti~i put.y _a.ad then, at ·a ·_later 1::·1me, 
but within- tbree. morath•.- -of ·their . cancell~tion, • 'a·ttempting• to enroll 
ill -a different. political part.y froia the one iii which they· were 
previouly enrolled-.:·.· Such actiOD, if· permit·tea, would enable a 
voter -to accomplish,· ·by cancellation· aild• lat.er· reenrollment~ that 
which he ia specifically prohibited from doing by means ·of a 
formal change· of enrollment. • • 

ODBS'l'JCIIS & AIISWDS' 

1. -If an individual withdraws. hi• current enrollment and does 
not apply at the same time_ to enroll in another party, may ~t 
person subsequently, but in leas than three· -months:, apply for en­
rollment in a party other than that in which he was previou■_ly 
em-olled~ and be legally·penu.tt.ed to·vote? lio, unless he has 
'changed his voting· J:eaidence fr'- one •~i~ipality to ano*er. 

2. ·1f'an individual cancels his registration aa a voter, 
thereby cancelling his enrollment as well. my that person subse­
quently, at such t'ime as he re.registers, apply for enrollmeDt in 
a party other than t~t in Which he was pi:eviously ·enrolled and 
be legally permitted to vote wit.bout waiting for a period of three 
months to have elapsed? Ro. unless be has changed his voting 
reaide~ce from one municipality to another. 
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2i M.a.s.A. f 134 pro~idea for a change ia ~ollment a• 
followa1 

•5 l.34.. Change of en.roll11e11t 
. . . . 

•& voter may cbaage hi• earollaeQ~ by filiDCJ an 
applicatioa with the r~i•tz•r pe.raoaally, by- mail 
or othezwi••. • 

•1. oonuat o~ appli~t1on.. 'l'he. ·application auat 
be dated ail aipe4 .by the • applic:aat. • %t. •at CCl!Dt:aiil 
the fol.law~ informations .._ of appl:lcut. street 
ackken, voting diatri~, Mlle of. party in which ea­
ro11ec,., &ad .... of party 1D Which earollaeat 1• 
req:aeated. 

•2. eu-q, deaignaU.oa reamwed fz:aa vot:1119 li■t. 
oa receipt: oft.he applicat.toa, - tile t-egli!ltrar ahall 
re.ewe the part.y cleaigaat.ioa buide ·tie - 0£ the 
·applicant oa tlae voting liat; and shall. •k•·• aotatioa 
oa tile vot.iag liat that the applicaat i.• ineligible to 
vote at a caucu. ·or primary eiection £oz> a period of 
3 aoatba. At the expirat.ioa of 3 manthis frml tbe daba 
of receipt of the applicatioa by the regiatrar~ tu 
regi■trar ahall. earoll the .applicant iD ~• party r•­
queabld. 

•3. Jteatricticma during chaage • of earol~t. A 
voter·uy not vote at a cailcu8 or primary election 
vitbin 3 IIIODQa after filing u appl.icatio.a to change 
hia enroll.meat, except as -provided 111 aubaection 4. 

•4.. change of residence. When a voter changes his 
r•idance fraa one aunicipality to another ud eatab­
lishea a n• voting residence there. he •Y enroll in 
any party and vote at a ca·acua. convention or p.t'imary 
election, regardless of hi• previoua enrollaent •. • 
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A vot.er, who ahooaea to do •o, may cancel .hi• enrollment by 
either of two method■ • One method 1• t~ cancel hia regiatratiOA, 
in Which ca•• hia em:ollaent will be cancellecl au1:omatically. A 
••cOlld _method ia t.o withw:ew· hi• enrolllllel\t -undu'··21 M.a;a.A. 1 135, 
leavug bia regiauation intact, 

•5135. Withdrawal of ZIU'ollmeat· 

•A voter may wi.thdl'av ·hi• • enroll.Mnt by filing' 
a written 1:equeat ·with· the r99i•cr•~ .- .- • 

• •1. Limitation. A voter may not. file a r~t 
to w11:bdraw· ht• · -~Ollmini· ~or' 3· ·aontha a·fter the· ·ute 
of Which he enrolled.• • • • • • 

21 .11,a.s.A.· I 134 aetai out .• de~in.1.te proced~ that a voter 
mut follow ·in · chan9ing··h1• ~oii.m.t tram· one ·po1iticial party 
~ ~other_: and re■tricta a . voter fraa _voting at • cauew1 = primary 
•l•ction within three month■ after initiating th• procedlµ:e to 
change hi• ·~ollment. • · • ' :. • •., ·, • • 

Xf a vot.u could . avoid : the • re■tziction impoaed by I 134 
Mrely by cancelling ·hia• enrollment·•~• ·· later·, r.-nrolling in 
a different party, then the ·reatriction ·of s 134 would~ contrary 
to the·legialetive intent, be of no ·practical effect and a nullity. 

BBWJr 
aarrlaon a. Wetherill, itt. 
Aaaiatant A~torney Guual 


