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w. G. »~09gett~_Bxe~utiva D~ractor 

· -·• .:·charl_a.,:·.·a>.-~aroµ~p .. ,'· Assistant 

May 9; 1974 , 

Maine ~tate aetiremen~ ·sy_s.tem 
. . . 

• • ,_./•: \~;\•~/:::.- .. ~• • •. • •• ~,::,:,~ •:• • ~, •• t • • I 

Attomey General 

.• . Contribution Rate of Policemen 
'·:Participating Local.·Districts 

, .. I . . 

and Firemen Employed by 

' ,•',' _.. I • \ • 

You state that .801'18 participat'ing local district~ have· elected for • 
th,eir fireman and· policemen._the beQafit· pl- specified ·1n 5 M.R.s·~A. 
§ 1121, ._ aul)eection • ~ and B ·and ·subaec~i~n ·_2A, as that p~an was . 
amended ·b)' .c;:hapter· 542, • ,.- L •.. ·+973. • 

• ••• : .,. I ·.un~~r~-t~c{yo~r.·czu•~tion·.-to be whetller or not the· Dietr~ct•a alee• 
• • •• ti_on ·of .~i•- pl.an •requires· the .f~reman and employ~s covttred by ' such 

plan-to·contrioute to the System ~t the rate. of 6~. The· answer to 
that question .:ts ·af:fi~tive. . • • • 

•.• .: •.• ,· .· •. : .•..• .' .. •.• ...• : • . _: : .. I : . .. . . . 

As· • indicated : 1n • _my . :Lnf~:rmal mea10randwn: opinion to you dated ~•Y 7,, 
1974, ·the Pistrict· c.~ elect a.ny, of. several plaQa ·specified 1n· 
Chapter 10.1,. 'l'itle. 5,, .- in lieu -of. tbe general plan pz-ov:Lded in'· 
5 M.R.S.A~ § 1121/ ·s'Wlsactions • 1A ·and a, and. V.·. :en this case, .• 
_the D~~ti'ict __ haa __ ,pl~ct.ed.-1:be tJGDei:al pl~ and it and its amployf;1es 
a:i-e. bound by· a11·_.of·. it~- pz,;>viaiona. · The c~r:r:alative· proviaion to· 
the benefits·prov.ided.-i:n tbe.,Ngene:r:al. ·plan" (S M.R.s.A. S 1121, 

•. ··sub-§§ 1A • and B and. ·2)\) •· _,is -the ·general• employees'• cont:r:ibutiona· 
·:: P,rQyieic:m ~- 5 M~R.S•:f'•:· §_ .1~95; t:~at provision, states _tha~: 

• :·•iBach·· _.~.~-·-~hall-~~;-~ cont:.ribution· ·of ~-5% 
·_ .. of: aa:mal)le. com~sation. • 

·: . ·. •. <·. ·."· ';: :,: .. .- .. _ .. • : .. .' ·, . . ·.: _' . _'. .. '_: . : : . 
Employees .of parti.cipating_ ;i.~al·districts become members.. of the 

. state Retirement-system, ~d•r 5· M.a.s~A. § 1092, &lld subsection 7 
.·~thereof ptovide!B : .• . • _:; _. . •. : _ ·• • • 1 

' • J " ' ·~ • ~ •. 

• "The ~ctua-ry. of .the ··retirement. system shall 
·compute . th~·· rates .of· con~r~bution. pay~le by 
'employees,·.- ·who ,becc;,ma memb~ra under· this aec
tion, ·.in: the _ same· manner· as if· thev were state 
employees , ~ • • ". 
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• ·~ay 9, 1974 
•• ~ ' ·. t ' . -~. • •••• t 

.:•·Accord:Lngly~.))f / th~- ~j-~rict .hae .alected for ~ta fireman and 
• policemen··the generol ·plan under § 1121, • ·sub~§i lA· and B and 
2A, • such employees mu•·~ . contribute the 6~ rate w'hich the 
st:atute · requ~:re11 timior that, pl~ • 

• : : .. ~ .. . . . . . . . : • . • . ... • • • . . : . : • ' , • .. • • . • • . . . . . 

•. =--, I ~doratand your• next· queet:l.on to be· whether: or not the ·01a-
• trict· ~an a~lQW •~h • f.ixeman and policeman to aelect for him- .. 

• r.•lf the partic:ular pian· that will apply to ~im. . The answe~ 
·to th~t ~••.tion is n~~tive. •. : • .. • .· • •... •.• . 

. . ·.-..:, -'chapte:r:' ·1o'i-~ 'l'itli,e,'s~·. _ci•arly impo••· • the duty upon tb'e • 
·.-·_· .. · t / .. _: .. "county . commia~1on·e~a,··' o~ .the city council or corres~·ding 

•·.:._. •. -:_ •.·. bocly~ to .. uk• -the ·decision aa to.· wh~ch pl~n .. shall' •PPly; see 
.-/ ·: ::· \ 5 ·M.·K~S.~A.· f 1.092,·:·a~a•C?tiona:_l __ ·~ough .4,and _5 H.~.s.A._ § . 
:. • .. -: · -=...:',-: . 11~1, ·-subeeotion. 6. ,, • • . •. •. · .. : ,._·.:: ., · ·· -:· · ... •. ·-:.•. • ' 

• .:··· .·.-- ·· ._ • . . • . ·: ··.j '.; ·.> .. :.-. -_i,-:·:: __ ··_:.:· __ ·r··.· __ ,,: =--.·_· •. • _. .. 

•• .·· ... ·-$ince .. tbe ._dietrict ··· muat • alao . contribute, ~ varying ~QU.nts~ 
-· -: ·· ·:. ·. aependinc;f.up~n th• pl.an,.sel,ected,· . .'.tbe gov~rniJ1g body could 

_.::·:;i= .... · ·not _d"'lega~. the. _pq-.r·-~~-·••l•ct ~be .-_plan to eacb individual. 
_.-·_: '.: :.- . .- furtb_ermore, .: the • •~atµ~• doea . not . authorize. the .District . to 

.. -: ·.-.-.:·--._,-~ppl.y .diff~~•t :. plan~ . to a ·•ingle claa,sificati~n of employ•••• 
-., ...... \ ·_··_:i:< S~ my inf~X!'aal ~UlOJ:~~~ ~p~~on t,o y~u dat~ ·May 7, • 1974. 

- • : ' ' ' ·· . .--: : ' ' ',:, :: \ ; :\Ji ::_: :_'._\'.':_i _••··;,: i_:_:_'._ .:_' :\ /<: :· •. ' 
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