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Madge E. Amae, Deputy Dirac:~ 

Leon V. Walker, Jr. , Aaaiatant 

Date . of Inare•ae in Hi Di IIIWll W.ge 

April 24 •. .1974 

Labor 21.Qd Industry 

Attorney General 

'11i,ia ia in roply to yom" memorandum of Ap:r:il 8., 1974. in 
which you ask whether there will be -.n increaae in the Maine minimwD 
wage.• to $2. effective Hay,l, 1974. • 'l'be a.nawr is yea.; 

26 M.a.s~A .. S664, u uendod by Pl L., 1973, c:. 625,, S 171, • 
otfectivo October 4. 1973 P%0Videa a m!n1P\l~- wage of •~•90 per how:, 
aQCI furthe:i- pZ'Ovide• that, ~ever tlMt blgbeat fecSenl m:lntmma 
wage 1111 increaaed in excess of $1. 90 pc hour, the • mild_. ,,,..g• 
eatabliabed uncle,: th.is section shall 'be in=eued to the aaaa iUIIO\mt, 
effective either on the•- 4at- tbe iDCieqo in tbe,b.igheet 
federal miniawa wage ~r ~•ptemb" 23, .1971, wluohevel: occur• latN". 
but in no case ·ua11 the m:lnillWll-,. G".Cee4 $3 pa bour.." 

By eM.ctmeDt of P. L. 1973, c •... 752, t.b.e Special suaioD of tl\e 
Legialature.amen4ed the above_gorticm·ol 2~ K.a.s.A. 5664. to ~ead, 
•vbeneve~ the hig?ieat focleral a~nimnm -...ge ia iucrea•eci in ·~cess of 
f2 per hour, the m:ln:IIIIWD •ve eatal:>liahed \11¥!e: this section ahal.1 

.be.increue4 to the.._ UtOUAt •~factiv. on· tbe aw date ·•• the 
iucreaae. in the lu.¢.eat :feclen.1 ■:lniJQWa -.ge, but in no c,,aee •ball 
tbe minimwa wage exceed fl per hour ••• •" SectJ.on.2 of c. 752 . 

. provid.eas • •'l'bJ.a. Act ahall l>eaa. effec:t:Lvo Octaba: 15. 1974. 11 
. . .. 

COUgz:ee• • baa enacted in a new fed.era+ ai Iii•• W9I' l•w• aicpwd. 
recently. by the Preaide:Qt, which iAc:t'euea the h19&:ua8t tedera.1 · 

·llinimwQ-w~ to f2, effecti"N. *Y 1, 1974-. ·.an ~t bu bee:n, 
presented to ·yoq·conte:Qdi1'19 tb&t·tlu,I ~48 in P. L. 1973., o. 7.52 
that i ••. , •wbenever the higbut ~•der&l m:ln.$.mum wage 1• increaae4 
in &9!11 cg· §2 f:• hour• .. me■na t~t-Kr.Lim will not 90 to ,2 at 
tbe time of the ncreue in the f_..,¥"al. w.cJ41, wt will wait until 
Ootobor 15. · • • • • 

P. L". 1973, c. 752, -.ate4 Karell 22, 1974, -doe• not,. J:>y ite 
own. proyisio•, l>eoome effective un~l Oc;tober 15, 1974. Until 
that. date, therefow, the gi:ovisiou of P •. L. 19'73, c:. 625, 5171 
are in •ffect, aQCi wlleD tbe increase 1n tbe higbeat f-4e:ra.l wage 
($2 per hour) .occura on May 3:,, being •in excess of $1.90 per hov, 11 

to use tbe word.a in tba State law# tAe Maine mini111m11 'Wll.ge must be 
iQoreased •to tho Ame amount• effective on that dat~. 

Leon V. Dllcc' 

LW/bla 
Aaautant Attorney GeDeral 

AN INFORMAL OPINmt~ 


